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ExPERIMENTAL PHILOSOPHY. 

Article 12. An Account of fome Attempts to imitate the Effeé?s of 
the Torpedo by Eleétricity. By the Hon. Henry Cavendifh, 
F.R.S. 

HOUGH the late experiments made with the torpedo 

have left very little room for doubt, that the concuflion 
given by that fifth is produced by the fame agent that gives 
the fhock in an electrical explofion ; yet there are fome circum- 
ftances attending the torpedinal concuffion, which it is difficult 
to reconcile to the fuppofition that it is produced by the electric 
fluid. One of thefe difficulties, and indeed ‘the principal, is, 
that the fifth is able to give a fhock when he is in the water, 
and confequently furrounded by a medium, through which the 
= fluid is known to be tranfmitted with the greateft fa- 
cility. 

Ithas likewife been difficult to conceive why the fhock of 
the torpedo, fuppofing it to be produced by the eleétric fluid, 
fhould not, like that of an eleétrified jar, be accompanied with 
the appearance of light, or {parks ; or fhould not exhibit fome 

ns of attraction or repulfion. Indeed, it appears from Mr. 

alfh’s experiments that no light could. poffibly accompany 
the fhock of the torpedo; becaufe this fhock could never be 
made to pafs through the leaft, fenfible {pace of air, or the 

{malleft interruption made in the circuit; not even through the 

imperceptible interval between the links of a flender brafs chain, 

Spparently in contact with each other. Nor are the moft deli- 

cate pith balls, or other light bodies, in what manner foever 

applied, in the leaft degree affected, at the time of the fhock. 
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Thefe difficulties the Author has endeavoured to remove, firft 
by fome ingenious reafonings, @ priort; and afterwards by others 
drawn from the phenomena prefented by an artificial torpedo 
which he has conftructed ; and by means of which he has, be. 
yond expeftation, imitated the effects produced by the living 
animal. We fhall firft give a general, though neceffarily in- 
complete, view of the Author’s reafonings on this fubjeé, pre- 
vious to his experiments made with the artificial terpedo. 

With refpect to the difficulty of conceiving how the torpedo 
can give a fhock, when furrounded by fo good a conduGor as 
water ; he obferves that thofe electricians are miftaken, who fup. 
pofe that the electric fluid will only pafs along the fhorteft and 
beft conductors. When different circuits are made between the 
pofitive and negative fides of a charged jar; fome parts of the 
electric fluid will pafs along each of them: though the greater 
quantity will pafs through thofe in which it meets with the 
leaft refiftance. No one doubts that iron wire is a better con- 
dudior of eletricity than the human body: yet if a perfon takes 
hold of one end of a very long and fender iron wire, with one 
hand, and applies it to the external coating of a /arge and highly 
charged jar ; and then difcharges the jar by applying to its in- 
ner coating the other extremity of the wire held in the other 
band; the electric matter will not a// pafs along the wire: 2 
part of it will pafs through his body, and give him a fenfible 
fhock. In a fimilar manner, a perfon may receive a part of 
the fhock given by the torpedo in water, by holding one hand 
on the lower furface of an electric organ, and the other on the 
upper ; or by applying his hands to other parts of the fifh; or 
by dipping them into the water, fo that one hand is nearer to the 
upper furface of the eleftric organs than the other: and yet the 
greater part of the fhock, or charge, may pafs at the fame time 
in all directions over the furface of the fifh, or through the fub- 
{tance of its body, or through the water contiguous to it. 

With refpect to the next difficulty, relating to the abfence of 
Hight in the fhock, and its incapacity to pafs through the 
fmalleft fpace of air; the Author obferves that a large electrical 
battery will give a confiderable fhock, though at the fame time 
it is fo weakly charged, that the electricity will fcarcely pafs 
through any fenfible interval ; and the larger the battery is, the 
fmaller is the fpace through which the fhock will pafs. He 
proves the truth of this principle by experiments; and then 
proceeds to fhew that it is not extraordinary, that the fhock of 
the torpedo is not accompanied with figns of attraction or te- 
pulfion: for confidering the in/faneity of the fhock, a pair of 
pith balls fufpended from any conduétor in contact with the 
- fifh, cannot have time to feparate befor® the eleétricity is diff 


pated, or the equilibrium reftored. He obferves further, © 
t 
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the authority of Dr. Prieftley, that on the difcharge of a battery, 
the latter could never find a pair of pith balls, fufpended from the 
difcharging rod, to feparate. He furtheradds, that there are {carce 
any pith balls fo fine as to feparate, when connected with a 
battery eleGtrified fo weakly, that its fhock will not pafs through 
achain; as is the cafe with that of the torpedo. 

Thefe and the Author’s other reafonings acquire great addi- 
tional force, from the phenomena exhibited by his artificial tor- 
pedo; the conftruction of which cannot be intelligibly cefcribed 
without a plate. We muft confine ourfelves therefore to the 
giving a few general obfervations relative to this artificial fith ; 
with which the Author firft, Prometheus-like, infufing into the 
dead mafs of lead and leather fome {parks of artificial fire, was 
enabled to imitate pretty exactly moft of the aural operations 
of its wonderful archetype. 

From this, not unapt, reprefentative of the torpedo, the 
Author was enabled to receive, when it was immerfed in water, 
fhocks greatly refembling thofe given by the living animal. He 
felt imilar concuffions likewife, when he dipt his hands in the 
water, at two or three inches diftance from it. And as it is 
afirmed that a perfon accidentally treading on the living fifh 
when buried in the fand, is fometimes fhocked by it; the Au- 
thor imitated this experiment with his artificial torpedo, and 
had the fatisfaction of receiving fhocks from it. In fhort, the 
events in the greater part of his experiments with this artificial 
fifh, relative to the fhock, feem to agree fufficiently with thofe 
made by Mr. Walfh with the living animal. 

The experiments which he made with this machine, relative 
to the circumftance of the fhock of the real torpedo not being 
able to pafs through any fenfible {pace of air, appear likewife 
to correfpond with Mr. Walfh’s trials. A piece of fealing- 
wax covered with tinfoil freely conducted a fhock from the 
artificial torpedo: but on making as {mall a feparation as pof- 
fible through the metal with a penknife, the fhock would not 
pals. Nor would it pafs, on trying the experiment with Lane’s 
electrometer; unlefs the knobs were brought fo near together 
ato require the afliftance of a magnifying glafs to be fure 
that they did not touch each other. 

We are obliged to omit many other obfervations and expe- 


‘fiments related in this article, which feem, upon the whole, 


to thew very fatisfactorily that there appears nothing in the 
Phenomena of the torpedo at all incompatible with eleétricity. 
And though the Author has not been able, with his artificial 
torpedo, to imitate completely, and in every particular, the ef- 
fects produced by the living animal; the Reader will probably 
rather be aftonifhed at the near approach which he has made 
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to a refemblance with the original. ‘ihe principal confides 
ration in this matter is, that the quantity of eleétric fluid 
under the difpofal or command of the torpedo is extremely 
preat; though the force with which the fith impels it is ‘ 
imall, as not to make it pafs through any fenfible fpace of air, 
Quantity, and force, are very different confiderations. In ap 
eight ounce vial as highly charged as poflible, the force of the 
electric fluid is very confiderable, with regard, particularly, to 
its power of darting through a given interval of air, when 
compared with the force of the very fame quantity, diffufed 
throvgh a large battery. 

Article 13. Ob/ervations on Refpirction, and the Ufe of the Blood, 

By Jofeph Prieftley, LL.D. F.R.S. 

In this Article the ingenious Author appears to have fatif. 
factorily folved one of the moft difficult and important quef- 
tions in phyfiology, which, for many ages, had eluded the in- 
veftigation of the numerous philofophers and phyficians who 
had before attempted the folution. The queftion is, what is 
the ufe of refpiration to the fupport of life; or what is that 
property of fre/b air which renders the infpiration of it neceflary 
to life; while the infpiration of air, which has been too often 
received into the Jungs, is as fatal to life as the total depriva- 
tion of it? To the folution of this queftion it appears that he 
was incidentally led, in the courfe of his refearches into the 
properties of different kinds of air, which originally had no re- 
ference to this particular object. 

In his Ob/ervations upon Air (vol. t. p. 78,277. See Monthly 
Review, vol. li. Auguft, 1774, page 139] he had fhewn that 
refpiration was a phlogi/tic proce/s ; or that pure air was diminifhed 
by it, and rendered unfit for the fupport of life and flame; in 
the very fame manner as it is affeCted by putrefa@tion, the cal- 
cination of metals, and other phlogiftic procefles. He con- 
cluded therefore that the air received into the lungs in refpi- 
ration, was employed as a neceflary men/iruum, to imbibe, and 
carry off, from the lungs, a putrid and noxious effiuvium, ot 
© that phlogifton which had been taken into the fyftem with 
the aliment, and was become, as it were, effete.’ 

The Author’s prefent experiments tend to prove that the 
blood is the prime agent in this bufinefs ; or that this fluid per- 
forms the office of difcharging the furperfluous phlogifton from 
the fyftem. It isin the lungs that it performs this. function, 
where it is known to be expanded over an immenfe quantity 
of furface in the veficles of that organ; and where the whole 
mafs is fucceflively brought nearly into conta with the air. 
That it does difcharge phlogiffon into the air, which it propor- 


tionably contaminates ; and that it receives from this fluid its 
r 
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sed and florid colour, even when it is expofed to it out of the 
body 3 are propofitions which are at leaft rendered highly pro- 
bable from the following as well as fome other experiment. 

Pieces of the nearly black coloured cra/ffamentum of the blood 
of a fheep, inclofed in nets of open gauze or wire, having 
been introduced, through water or quickiilver, into inverted 
receivers Containing common air, depraved the air; and at the 
fame time acquired, from their expofure to it, a florid red colour. 
This colour was further brightened, and the change fooner 
produced, on introducing them into the Author’s pure, or des 
phlogifticated air. On the contrary, the brighteit red blood be- 
came black in phlogi/ticated, or any other kind of air unfit for 
refpiration ; but reaflumed its red colour, on being again ex- 
pofed to pure air: parting, in this lait fituation, with the 
phlogifton which it had acquired in the preceding, 

That the blood communicates phlogiiton to air, or that pure 
air is at leaft depraved by its prefence, while the colour of the 
blood is changed from black to red, is rendered evident by 
the following experiment: By fucceflively introducing freth 
pieces of craffamentum into the fame portion of dephlogiflicated 
air, the Author vitiated it in a confiderable degree. At the 
beginning of the experiment, one meafure of this pure air, and 
two of nitrous air, occupied the {pace of no more than half a 
meafure: at the end of it, the fame proportions of each occu- 
pied the fpace of a meafure and half. He next fhews thar this 
depravation was not produced in confequence of any tendency 
to putrefaction in the blood employed in this experiment. 

It may be objected, however, that in the Jungs, the blood, 
being contained within its proper vellels, never comes into im- 
mediate contact with the air, as it does in the Author’s expe- 
iments ; and further, that the red globules feem likewjfe te 
be protected from the adlion of the air, in confequence of their 
cing furrounded with /erum. On both thefe accounts, it 
feems reafonable to conclude, that in living animals, the air 
cannot thus act upon the blood, or be affected by it. The 
force of thefe objections appears to be intirely taken off by the 
following experiments : : 

Having inclofed and fufpended a large quantity of black 
blood in a bladder, moiftened with ferum, and tied very clofe, 
he found, next day, that the lower furface of the blood had 
acquired a coating of a florid red colour, probably as thick as 
if the bladder had not intervened between it and the air; or as 
fit had been expofed to the immediate ation of that element. 
He found likewife that a deep covering of feveral inches of /e- 
Tum was no impediment to the action of the blood and air upon 
tach other, The /erum therefore fhould feem to be peculiarly 
Organifed for this purpofe: for the flighteit covering of water 
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or faliva cffectually prevents the blood from acquiring its florid 

colour. A fimilar portion of black blood, covered with Serum, 

and v'aced under an exhaufted receiver, underwent no change 
of colour. 

We fhall only add that the Author, reverfing the preceding 

‘ me : 5 
experiment, found that phlogifitcated air would act upon red 
blood, through the depth of two inches of ferum, and change 
its colour to black. 

Article 14. Experiments on Water chtained from the melted Ice of 
Sea Water, to afcertain whether it be frefh or not, Se. Alf 
Experiments to find the Degree of Cold in which Sea Water begins 
to freeze. By Mr. Edward Nairne, &c. 

Some writers, particularly Mr. Boyle *, have fuppofed that 
the great maffes of ice in the northern feas, which furnifh freth 
water on being thawed, do not confift of falt water frozen; 
but that they owe their origin to fnow, or to the immente 
quantities of ice brought down by the great rivers in the neigh. 
bouring continent. ‘l’o determine whether the ice of fea wa- 
ter retains any falt or not, the Author, during the fevere froft 
in January laft, expofed fome fea water, taken up off the 
North Foreland, to the air. Having procured a fufficient quan- 
tity of ice from it, which he afterwards wafhed in freth water, 
and then thawed; he found ‘ that the water thus obtained was, 
to his palate, perfectly free from any tafte of fale.’ Its fpecific 
gravity likewife was to to that of the fea water from which it was 
obtained, as 1614 to 1653. That of diftilied rain water was at 
te fame time 1612. 

From fome of the Author’s other experiments it appears that 
the freezing point of fea water fhould be fixed, in Fahrenheit’s 
fcale, at 28.5. In the courfe of his experiments on this fubject 
he obferved fome fingular appearances. The mercury ftanding 
at 27, in a thermometer placed at the bottom of a jar of freth 
water, fuddenly rofe to 32, when the ball began to be encom- 
p-ffed with eryftals of ice. The cryftals, fhooting upwards, foon 
reached the bulb of another thermometer placed juft under the 
furface of the water; the mercury in which likewife imme- 
diately rofe from 27 to 32. Ina fimilar manner, cryftals of ice 
having rifen from the bottom of a jar of fea water, fo as to 
cover the bulb of a themometer placed at the bottom of it; 
the mercury inftantly rofe from 25° to 28.5: the thermometer 
in the open air ftanding at the fame time at 19.65. 

Article 15. afi Meth-ds of meafuring the Diminution of Bult, 
taking place upon the Mixture of common Air and nitrous Air, St. 
By John Ingenhoufz, M.D. F. R.S. Phyfician to their im- 
perial Majefties at Vienna. 
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* Shaw’s Abridgment, vol. 1. page 635. I 
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It would be doing an acceptable fervice to philofophy, to 
improve the method of applying Dr. Prieftley’s excellent teft, 
to afcertain the falubrity of air, by an admixture of nitrous air : 
but we would not advife the moft eager philofopher to put his 
atience to fo fevere a teft, as it muft undergo in the attempt to 
make himéelf mafter of the Author’s * £a/y Methods’ defcribed 
in this article. The mott unremitting attention will {carce fuffice, 
to condudi the Reader through the labyrinth of brafs and glafs 
tubes, and their conneétions; their male and female fcrews, 
and ftop-cocks, and other appendages, with which he is pre- 
fented in the firft of thefe eafy methods, Without reckoning 
the other members, here is * a brafs tube,’ ¢ a fhort lateral tube,’ 
‘along tube,’ ¢ another fhort tube,’ and * a glafs bent tube,’— 
all clofely following each other within the compafs of eight or 
nine lines. A drawing would have explained in what manner, 
and why, this goodly company of tubes is brought together ; 
and one is here faid to have been fent with this Article, but it 
does not appear. But after all, furely Dr. Prieftley’s original 
method of mixing known quantities of the two airs together in 
acylindrical veflel, or fimple tube, muft be fuperior, both with 
re(pect to accuracy and fimplicity, to this complicated appara- 
tus; or even to the two fimpler methods next defcribed. The 
Author afterwards adds fome mifcellaneous experiments on p/g- 
fina, principally relative to the magnetical properties which he 
afcribes to all the particles compofing that fubftance. 

Article 10. An Account of the Succefs of fome Attempts to freexe 
Quickfilver, at Albany Fort, in Hudfon’s Bay, in the Year 1775, 
&c. By Thomas Hutchins, Efq; &c. 

In the only fuccefsful experiment related in this Article, the 
thermometer ftanding in the open air at 28° below o, in Fah- 
renheit’s fcale, the quickfilver contained in the bulb of another 
thermometer, immerfed in a frigorific mixture, was found to 
be frozen when the mercury in a ftandard thermometer had 
fallen to 430° below o. Jt bore the repeated ftrokes of a ham- 
mer, and was flattened by them; giving * a deadifh found like 
lead.’ We with that the Author had informed us, whether the 
quickfilver had been diftilled in water; as fome philofophers, 
though probably on infufficient grounds, have attributed the 
congelation of mercury folely to water adhering to it. 

PAPERS relative to ASTRONOMY, NAVIGATION, &c. 

Thefe papers will not require any further notice than the 
bare tranfcription of their titles, or the giving a very fhort ac» 
count of their contents. —Article 2 contains Tables of the Varia- 
tion of the Compafs; exhibiting the refults of 1719 obfervations 
made in voyages to and from Guinea, the Eaft and Weft In- 
dies, &c. by Mr. Robert Douglas, from the year 1721 to 1735. 
The manufcript had been perufed and recommended by Dr. 
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Halley.—Article 3. Propofitions felecied from a Paper on the Dj. 
vifion of right Lines, Surfaces, and Souds. By James Glenie, 
A.M. &c.—Article 3. 4 new Method of finding Time by equal 
Altitudes. By Alexander Aubert, Efq; F.R.S. By this me. 
thod the obferver is lefs liable to be difappointed, or led jnto 
error, by intervening clouds, or variations of the refraction. 
Article 6. Short and eafy Theorems for finding, in all Cafes, the 
Differences between the “alues of Annuities payable yearly, and ¢ 
the fame Annuities payable half-yearly, quarterly,or niomently*, By 
the Rev. Richard Price, D. D. F.R.S.—Article 11. Afrono. 
mical Obfervations made in the Aujirian Netherlands, in 1772 and 
1773. By Nathaniel Pigott, Efq; I. R.S. 
MiscELLANEOUS ARTICLES, 

Article 1. On the Nature of the Gorgonia. By John Ellis, Efq; 
F.R.S. &c—The Gorgonia has by fome been placed. in the 
vegetable kingdom ; while others feem to confider it as of a 
mixed nature between animal and vegetable. “The Author en- 
deavours to fhew that it is an animal of the Polype kind; but 
differing from that clafs, in the remarkable circumftance of 
producing from its own fudftance a hard and folid fupport, 
ferving many of the purpofes of the bone in other animals,— 
In Article 5. William Clayton, Efq; gives an account of the 
climate, productions, &c. of Falkland’s Iflands; containing 
¢ all the remasks which he made while he commanded on that 
barren, dreary, defolate, boggy, rocky fpot, in 1773 and 1774.’— 
Article 7. 4n Account of the Romanifh Language. By Jofeph 
Planta, F. R.S.—Article 8. 4 Supplement to a Paper, entitled, 
Obfervations on she Potulation of Manchefler. By Dr. Percival.— 
In Article 9g. Dr. William Scott relates the hiftory of a cafe, 
in which violent afthmatic fits were brought on by the effluvia 
of ipecacuanha, while it was powdering.—Article 16 contains 
An Account of three ‘fournies from the Cape Town into the Southern 
Parts of Africa; undertaken for the Difcovery of new Plants, 
towards the Improvement of the Royal Botanical Gardens at 
Kew. By Mr. Francis Mafon, one of his Majefty’s Gar- 
deners. In thefe three journies, performed in the years 1773 
and 1774, 1n which the Author penetrated between 3 and 400 
miles into the country, he met with and colleéted an immenfe 
number of new and curious plants ; and pafled through woods 





* A reader not intimately acquainted with the fubjeé&t might 
imagine, as fome Critics have done, that the word momently is mif- 
— for monthly ; but it here fignifies an annuity payable not every 

alf year, or quarter, or month, but every moment. Such an annuity 
is conceivable ; and it was proper to determine its value, becaufe it 
is the limit to which the value of an annuity continually approaches, 


as far as the value depends on its being payable more or lefs often in 
the year, | 
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eonfifting principally of trees hitherto unknown to botanifts.— 
The 17th and laft Article contains the meteorological journal 
kept at the houfe of the Royal Society, for the year1775. In 
confequence of a new and very proper regulation, it commences 
with the month of March; in order that the journal of the 
meteorological year may confift of one entire fummer, and one 
entire winter. “The mean of the obferved variations of the 
magnetic needle was 21 degrees 43 minutes; that of the dip 


was 72 degrees 50 minutes. y ® y 


-_ 


Art. II. Tbe Border Hiftory of England and Scotland, deduced from 
the earlieit T'imes to the Union of the two Crowns, comprehending 
a particular Detail of the Tranfaétions of the two Nations with one 
another. By the late Mr. George Ridpath, Minilter of Stitchill, 





~ yevifed and publifhed by the Author’s Brother, Mr. Philip Ridpath, 


Minifter of Hutton. gto. 1. 1s, Cadell. 1776. 


S in the intercommunity of good offices between the two 

kingdoms, as wel] as in the more frequent retaliation of 
bad ones, the fcene of action muft have lain chiefly on their re- 
fpeive borders, it might be expected that a work of this deno- 
mination fhould comprehend a confiderable part of the general 
hiftory of both nations; and this is the plan purfued.—The 
Author commencing with the operations of the Romans, carries 
down a continued outline of biftory to the union of the two 
crowns, arranging, as he proceeds, the correfpondent reigns 
of the Englifh and Scottifh kings on oppofite pages, and filling 
up his outline with fuch a ftore of circumftances as either formed 
an immediate part of his fubject, or bore fome collateral relation 
toit. Thus, when he comes to the battle of Flodden, the 
greateft conflit that ever happened on the borders, he finds it 
neceflary to acquaint his Readers with the political views of 
France and England at the time, that they may know why 
Henry the Eighth fought by his general, and why James the 
Fourth, who married his fifter, fought at all. As here is a 
fuller local detail of this memorable battle than we meet with in 
any other Hiftorian, we fhall prefent it as a fpecimen of the 
work, 

* On the Jaft day of June, 1543, Henry paffed the fea to Calais ; 
andon the 26th of the following month, James fent his principal 
herald to him, with a letter containing his complaints of the inju- 
ties he had received from Henry and his fubjeéts, and a declaration 
of his purpofe to fupport his ally the French king, and to take fuch 
meafures as he hoped would oblige the king of England to defitt from 
his hoftile enterprifes againft him; which he at the fame time ene 
treated and required him to do.—— 

“Inthe letter of James, juft mentioned, he takes notice of the 
fpightful withholding of the bequeft to his queen, notwithftanding re- 
peated promifes to fatisfy that demand. [He mentions alfo the flaying, 
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upon anjuftifiable pretences, fome of the Scottifh nobles, and the car, 
rying of others prifoners into England. He remonftrates againft the 
unneceflary delay of redrefs, after the peremptory appointment of the 
Jaft meeting on the marches for effecting it ; and to prove, that it was 
the view of the Englifh to difappoint the profeffed purpofe of that meer. 
ing, he affirms, that they had arrefted no malefactor, to be produced 
before it. James farther loudly complains of Henry’s having refufed 
a fafe conduc to an ambaflador whom he had lately propofed to fend 
to bim, at the defire of Dr. Weft, his own ambaffador. Finally, he 
in fs on the bonds of friendfhip, and natural! relation, that conneéted 
him with the French king and the duke of Gueldre; who were the 
perfons to whom he was to look for aid in Ars. neceflities; and on 
whom the unprovoked attacks of the king of England gave him too 
much caufe to dread the work for im/e/f. 

‘ This letter of the Scottifh king was delivered by his herald to 
Henry while lying before Terouenne, and at the time when he was 
juft expeéting the arrival of his ally the emperor Maximilian, to re- 
ceive his pay and fight under his banner. So flattering a fituation of 
affairs, concurring with the infolence of youth and natural heat of 
the king’stemper, prompted him to give an aniwer in fuch harhh and 
paffionate expreflions, as the herald refufed to repeat to his matter, 
‘A letter was therefore delivered to him, wherein the flrain of abufe 
and reproach feems not to have been moderated. Henry in his letter 
charges James with the evident tendency of his complaints and alle. 
gations, all which, he affirms, had already been fully anfwered, to 
break that peace which he had folemnly fworn to obferve; a thing 
which could be no occalion of wonder to any who reflected how much 
his progenitors had been addicted to the like perfidy. He reproaches 
James with behaving difhonourably in taking advantage of his ab. 
fence, which it was evident he had waited for; as, in none of his 
writings that preceded Henry’s departure from his kingdom, he had 
ever mentioned his taking part with the French. But as the fragility 
of his faith, and the tenor of his paft behaviour, had given too much 
ground of fufpicion, Henry informs him of the precautions he had 
taken for the defence of his kingdom, before he left it, which he 
trufted would be fufficient; and, in juft requital of his unnatural be- 
haviour, he threatens the exclufion of james himfelf and his de- 
fcendants from fucceeding to the crown of England, on which he 
alleges that James had fixed his eye. He fets before him the fate of 
the king of Navarre; who, by adhering to France, was now a king 
without a kingdom: and, affirming that fufficient anfwers had been 
formerly given to all other articles of complaint, he pofitively denies 
that he had refufed a fafe-condu& to an ambaffador from Scotland; 
and afferts, that the Scottifh herald, in making that report, had vio- 
Jated the truth. Finally, he refufed, with difdain, to own James as 
a judge in his quarrel with the French king; or, on dis requifition, 
to defitt from the war he was now carrying on in France. ‘This aa- 
fwer, compared with the letter of the -cottifh king, affords an au- 
thentic illuitration of the grounds of the quarrel between the princes, 
bur could have no effect on the meafures of the king of Scotland ;. his 
herald, through the want of a thip, being detained in Flanders, {0 a 
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* On the fame day that James difpatched his herald to Henry, a 
Scottifh fleet, commanded by James Gordon, fon of the earl of 
Huntley, with a body of land-forces on board, failed to the aid of 
the French king ; and on the 13th of the following month, the lord 
Hume, chamberlain of Scotland, and warden of all the marches, 
mace an inroad into England, at the head of about three thoufand 
horfemen, his kindred and retainers, This incurfion of Hume had 
been preceded, at a fmall interval of time, by one made into the 
Scottith borders by a party of Englith, who had carried off a confi- 
derable booty. Hume, in the beginning, purfued his revenge pro- 
fperoufly; by burning feven villages nigh the march, and collecting 
agreat load of fpoils from thefe villages and the adjacent country. 
Sir William Bulmer, whom the earl of Surrey had fent forward from 
Doncafter with two hundred archers on horfeback, to lie in the caftles 
and fortrefles of the frontiers, called to his aid the gentlemen of the 
Englith march ; who, after joining themfelves and followers to Bul- 
mer’s archers, did not make up a thoufand men. Thefe placed them- 
felves in ambufh among tall broom in the plain of Milfield, nigh the 
way by which the Scots were to pafs; and while the latter were re- 
turning fecure with their plunder, the Englifh fuddenly attacked 
them, The Scots made a brave refiftance, but could not long bear 
the fharp and regular fhot of the Englifh archers. ‘They were put to 
the rout, with the lofs of five or fix hundred killed, and more than 
four hundred taken prifoners. The prey, among which was a great 
number of Englith geldings, was recovered. The lord Hume was 
obliged to fly, having loft his banner; and his brother Sir George was 
madea prifoner, , 

‘ The king of Scotland, eager to revenge the defeat fuftained by 
his warden, haftened his march into England; which he entered on 
the 22d of Auguft at the head of a numerous army. He encamped 
that night at Wefilham, near the river of Till, and probably re- 
mained there the two following days: for gn the 24th, by advice of 
the lo;ds in his company, an act was made, dated at 7wi/el-haugh 
in Northumberland’; ordaining, that the heirs of all who thould be 
killed, or mortally wounded, by the enemy, or who fhould die in the 
army during the term of their fervice in 1, fhould be freed from the 
burdens of ward, relief, or marriage, due tothe king. ‘This act was, 
not improbably, in imitation of one of like impor: made by the legi- 
lature of England, previous to the war wherein that nation was now 
engaged with France. From the mouth of Till the Scots army moved 
down the fide of Tweed, to lay fiege to the caftle of Norham. Of 
this the outworks were foon gained, one of its towers beat down, 
and feveral of the garrifon killed; whereupon the captain entered 
into a capitulation to furrender the place, if not relieved on or be- 
fore the 2gth, by the earl of Surrey, who was then approaching with 
an army levied in the northern counties. No relief appearing with- 
in the time limited, the caftle was delivered up to the Scots, who 
demolifhed a great part of it. They alfo took, and in part caft 
down, the caftles of Wark, Etall, and Ford. They ravaged the ad» 
jacent country, colleGted much booty, and took many prifoners. 
With thefe fpoils great numbers of the Scottifh army forfook their 
colcurs, and returned to their homes; and the defertion was farther 

6 promoted 











420 | Ridpath’s Border Hiftory of England and Scotland, 


promoted by a beginning fcarcity of provifions, and the continual 
feverity of the weather ; not many hours pafling without rain, dur. 
ing the whole expedition. But the king met with an entanglement 
at the caftle of Ford, from the art of the lady of that place, and the 
charms of her daughter, that is faid to have been more pernicious to 
him than all other circumftances. A propofal was made, that he 
fhould attempt the reduction of Berwick, which was known to be jj] 

repared for undergoing a fiege: but the king and his flatterers 
agreed, that this undertaking ought not to divert the army from its 
victorious progrefs towards the interior parts of England ; for Ber. 
wick would be an eafy conqueft, on their return. Mean while, no 
progrefs was made for fome days in any other direction ; the amorous 
king being held in the chains of the foft paffion, while the fpirits of 
his army fubfided, and its numbers diminifhed, 

‘ While the king thus wafted his time, the earl of Surrey was 
leading towards him an army of twenty-fix thoufand men. This 
commander, in pafling through Durham, obtained from the prior of 
the convent the banner of St. Cuthbert to be difplayed, for the pur- 
pofe of animating the zeal and courage of his northern troops. On 
the 30th of Auguit he arrived at Newcaftle, where he was joined by 
lord Dacres and fome others of chief rank and intereft in the north: 
in concert with whom he refolved to take the field at Bolton in Glen. 
dale, on the fourth of the following month. He arrived at Alnwick, 
diftant about five miles from the place of rendezvouz, on the third; 
but the heavy rains had marred the road. fo as to retard the arrival 
of his foldiers, and to oblige him to remain at Alnwick all the fourth. 
On that day he was joined by his fon Thomas, now the lord admiral, 
and brother to the late gallant Sir Edward, accompanied with a con- 
fiderable body of good forces, which he had brouzht by fea to New- 
caftle. Immediately after this junction, the difpofition of the whole 
army was fettled, and Surrey, thinking his ftrength fufficient to en- 
counter the Scots, and gefirous to bring matters to the decifion of a 
battle, on account of the dificulty of fubfifting in a barren defolated 
country, and during a fevere feafon, difpatched an herald (Rouge 
Croix) from Alnwick, on Sunday the 4th of September, offering the 
king battle on the Friday following. The herald had orders at the 
fame time to charge the king with the breach of the league of perpe- 
tual peace between the nations, of his own oath confirming it, 
and the many iniquitous deeds of violence and rapine committed on 
the places and fubjects of England, fince his hoftile entrance into 
thatkingdom. The lord Thomas alfo required the herald to certify 
the king of his prefence in the Englifh army ; and that having come 
by fea, where he had fought the Scottith fleet in vain, he had refolved 
to land, that he might have the opportunity of ju/fifjing the death of 
Andrew Barton, which he had been often fummoned to anfwer for on 
the days of truce; that he would be in the van of the battle; and as 
he expected no quarter from his enemies, fo he would give none, un- 
lefs to the king himfelf, if he fhould fall into hishands. Thefe fierce 
challenges anfwered the purpofe for which they appear to have been 
fent. The king thought it would wound his honour to refufe them; 
and therefore immediately difpatched one of his own heralds (lay) 
t0 inform Surrey, that to meet him in the field of battle was fo ~~ 

is 


ree ‘< " eres es 











Ridpath’s Border Hiftory of England and Scotland. 423 


his with, that although he had been then at Edinburgh, he would, 
in order to meet him there, have left all other bufinefs. He alfo 
gent by his herald a fhore declaration in writing, containing an an- 
{wer to Surrey’s accufation of his breach of faith. In this he affirmed, 
that his brother the king of England was under equal obligation 
with him‘elf to obferve the league; that when he laft {wore, before 
the Englith ambafladors, in prefence of his council, he particularly 
exprefled in his oath, that he would keep the peace with his brother 
of England, if his brother kept it to him, and not otherwife. He 
alfo now declared, with all the folemnity of an oath, that his brother 
firft broke faith to him, for which he had frequently demanded re- 
grefs; and lately had given him notice of his refolution to proceed 
to the hoftilities which he had now commenced; which was more 
than his brother had done to him. On the equity of thefe proceed- 
ings he refted his quarrel ; which, by God’s help, it was his purpofe 
to maintain with his arms, on the day that Surrey had named, 

‘ This refolution of the king is faid to have been contrary to the 
declared fentiments of the greateft part of his nobles. They iniifted 
on the grievous diminution of their own army, and the great fupe- 
riority of numbers on the fide of the Englith; that by the exploits 
already atchieved, the king had acquired abundant honour; that 
his expedition into England had been of the greateft utility to his | 
ally the French king, by detaining at home a numerous body of 
Englifh forces; that his returning into Scotland would oblige the 
Englifh either to retire or difperfe, as it was impoflible they fhould 
fubfift in a country laid wafte by the calamities of war; that if they 
fhould prefume to follow him, he would fight them within his own 
kingdom with far greater advantages on his fide; finally, that the 
lofs of a battle, wherein the king and all the chief men of Scotland 
were prefent, could not fail to produce the moft fatal confequences. 
Thefe topics are faid to have been preffed with fo much vehemence 
by the old earl of Angus, that the king told him, if he was afraid, 
he might go home; and the earl, judging it-repugnant to his honour 
to fight under the itandard of a prince from whom he had received fo 
great an affrent, requefted and obtained his difmiffion: but, as 
pledges of his loyalty and good affection, left behind him two of his 
fons, and a confiderable body of his name and kindred, 

‘ But although thefe remonftrances of James’s nobles availed no- 
thing to thake the king’s refolution of awaiting his enemies, yet his 
fenfe of the inferiority of his numbers, and the reluctance of his great 
men againft advancing any farther into England, determined him 
to make choice of an advantageous fituation for his army, in the 
neighbourhood of Ford. This was the hill of Flodden, lying over- 
againft that place on the other fide of the Till, weftward, It is the 
laft and loweft of thofe eminences, that extend on the north-eaft of 
the great mountain of Cheviot, towards the low grounds on the fide. 
of the Tweed ; from which river Flodden is diftant about four miles, 
The afcent to the top of it, from the fide of the river Till, where 
itruns ina northerly direction, juft by the foot of the declivity on 
Which the caftle and village of Ford ftands, is about half a mile; 
and over the Till, at that place, there is @ bridge. On the fouth of 


Flodden lies the extenfive and very level plain of Milfield, having 
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on its weft fide high hills, the branches of Cheviot, on the north 
Flodden and other moderate eminences adjoining to it, on the fouth 
and eaft a tract of rifing grounds, nigh the foot of which is the flow 
and winding courfe of the Till. The neareft approach of the Eng. 
lifh army towards Flodden was through this plain, in every part 
whereof they would have been in full view of the Scots; and the lat. 
ter had a great advantage in poffefling an eminence which, on the 
fide towards the Englifh, had a long declivity, with hollow and 
marfhy ground at its foot; while the top of it was fuch an extent of 
almoft level ground as would have fufiiced for drawing up in good 
order the forces that occupied it, Surrey, fenfible of thefe advant. 
ages on the part of his enemies, and being now encamped on 
Wooller-haugh, to which he had marched on Tuefday the fixth of 
September, in order of battle, from Bolton, fent by an herald a let. 
ter to the Scottifh king, fubfcribed by himfelf, his fon Thomas, and 
the reft of the lords and principal captains of his army. Having fac. 
ceeded in his former experiment of piquing the honour of the gallant 
monarch, he was refolved to make a farther trial of the fame kind, 
In this letter therefore he put the king in mind of the readinefs 
wherewith he had accepted the offer fent to him of a battle, to be 
fought on the Friday following ; but added, that, inflead of abiding, 
according to his promife, in the place where the Englith-herald had 
found him, he had removed into a fituation more like a fortrefs of 
camp than an equal field for the engagement of armies. He therefore 
defired the king to come down from his heights, and to be with his 
army on the day following, on the fide of Milfield-plain neareft to 
his prefent fituation ; promifing, for his part, to be in readinefs with 
his own army, On the part of the plain next to himfelf, to join battle, 
between twelve o'clock and three in the afternoon; provided the 
king fhould, by eight or nine of the next morning, fend by the return 
of the herald advertifement of his intention to meethim, He defired 
farther, that, as he and the noblemen of his company did now bind 
themfelves, by fubfcribing this letter, to keep the time above-men- 
tioned, the king would in like manner, by letters fubfcribed with 
his own hand, give them aflurance of complying with their defire ; © 
and that he would difpatch the purfuivant immediately; as ‘* they 
‘© thought that the long delay of fo honourable a journey would found 
“6 to the king’s difhonour.” 

This meflage failed of the effect that Surrey hoped for, The Quix: 
otifm of the king that prompted him to embrace fo eagerly the former 
challenge, was either abated by fucceeding cooler reflections, or an 
infuperable bar was put by the oppofition of his nobles to his aban- 
doning his prefent advantageous fituation.. He refufed to admit Sur- 
rey’s herald to his prefence; but having fent one of his fervants to 
receive his meflage, he anfwered by the fame fervant, that it became 
not an earl to behave in that manner toa king; but that he himfelf 
would ufe no finiiler arts of conquering, nor did he truft to the ad- 
vantage of any ground. Surrey having received this anfwer, and his 
army being reduced to great ftraits for want of provifions, was 
obliged to try another method of bringing the Scots to a battle. 
With this view, having paffed the Till near the place where he ene 
camoec, he marched through difficult grounds on the eaft fide of it } 
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snd topping in the neighbourhood of Baremoor wood, about two 
miles diitant from the Scottifh army, fpent che night there. A 
jittle hill on the eait of Ford covered the Englifh army from she ob- 
fervation of their enemies ; while, from this eminence, the lord ad- 
miral obtained a diftiné view of all the Scottifh army and of the hills 
and fields in their neighbourhood, Upon the admiral and his party, 
while reconnoitring, or fome part of the Englith army that feemed 
nearett to them, the Scots fired fome of their cannon, without any 
eflect. Next morning the Englifh army, continuing their march in 
anorth-wetterly diretion, almoft to the confluence of the Till and 
Tweed, did again crofs the firft named of thefe rivers; the van-guard 
and artillery over the bridge of Twifel, and the rear-guard by a ford 
nigh a mill, about a mile above that bridge; and then the whole 
army bent their march towards the hill of Flodden. By thefe mo- 
tions the Englifh general, puting himfeif between the Scots and their 
own country, did at once make it neceffary for them to fight; and 
had, cn this fide of the hill, an accefs much lefs difficult and dan- 
erous than on the other. 

‘ The Scots had thought themfelves fecured againft the approach 
of their enemies from the oppofite fide of the Till, by the depth and 
bad fords of that river, through a long tract of its courfe on each 
hand of them, and by a battery of cannon they had erected, near the 
foot of the eaftern declivity of Flodden hill, bearing full on the 
bridge of Ford. They feem not to have thought of the compafs that 
Surrey now made, and upon obferving his firft crofling of the Till, 
and his marching at fome diftance on the other fide of it, they ima- 
gined, that he intended alfo to crofs the Tweed, perhaps by the 
bridge of Berwick, in order to ravage the fertile country of the Mers, 
and to draw fubfiftence from it to his ftarving army. In this opinion, 
the king of Scots is faid to have been induflrioufly confirmed by Giles 
Mofgrave, an Englifhman, who enjoyed a great degree of his confi- 
dence, and traitoroufly abufed it to the king’s deftruction. Muf- 
grave’s intention was to draw the king from his height:, to obferve 
or purfue the Englifh. On the other hand, the Scottifh nobles, who 
were averfe to the king’s hazarding a battle. took occafion from thefe 
motions of the Englifh, to perfuade him to retire without delay into 
his own country ; which, as the Englith were “plainly moving away 
from him, when the time prefixed for the battle was io near, he 
might do, without the leaft violation of hishonour. But the king 
declared an invincible refolution to keep his ground, and wair for 
them all the appointed day. 

‘ When on that day it was perceived, that the Englifh had again 
crofled the Till and were marching in the manner above defcribed, 
the Scots could no longer doubt of their refolution to come to an 
engagement. In order therefore to receive them with greater advan- 
tage, and to pre-occupy the ground which it was believed the Eng- 
lifh would atrempt to gain on the weftern fide of the hill, the Scots, 
fetting fire to their huts on the eaftern part of it, made a motion 
weftward ; and the fmoke being driven between the armies, con- 
cealed them from each other, until the Englifh had almoft arrived at 
the foot of the hill. Surrey, favoured by the trepidation which, the 
unexpected circumitances of his approach had excited in the Scottifh 
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army, and perceiving the afcent of the hill, to be fhort and mode. 
rately feep, refolved immediately to give battle. 

‘ The Englifh army advanced in three divifions; the van under 
Thomas Howard, the general’s eldeft fon, lord admiral of England; 
the right wing of it being led by Sir Edmund Howard, brother to 
lord Thomas, and knight marfhal of the army. The middle divj. 
fion or main battle was Jed by the earl of Surrey in perfon, and the 
sear by Sir Edward S:anley. The lord Dacres commanded a body 
of referve, confifting of horfemen, The ordnance was placed in 
the front of the battle and in the {paces between the divifions. The 
van of the Scottifh army was led cn the right by Alexander Gordon 
earl of Huntley, and on the left by the earls of Crawford and Mon. 
trofe, and, according to fome, the lord Hume. The king was in 
the middle or main body. A third divifion was commanded by the 
earls of Lennox and Argyle, with whom were Mackenzie, Maclean, 
and the Highlanders, Adam Hepburn earl of Bothwell, with his 
kindred and clients, and the gentry of Lothian, formed a boly of 
referve. The Scots had alfo a confiderable train of artillery. The 
advantage of cannonading was wholly on the fide of the Englihh, the 
great guns of their enemies being planted fo high as to fhoot over 
their heads; while thofe of the Englifh were fo well directed, that 
the chief cannoneer of the Scots was flain, the inferior gunners driven 
from their pieces, and feveral in the center of the Scottifh army killed 
by the fhot. But the earls of Lennox and Argyle, together with 
lord Hume, moving with a body of fpearmen, fupported by fome 
horfe, down the hill towards Brankflon, made a fierce attack on the 
wing commanded by Sir Edmund Howard, who was advancing boldly 
towards them. The fhock was violent, but the Scots prevailed; and 
Sir Edmund was reduced to the laft extremity, himfelf beaten down 
the third time, and in immediate hazard of being killed or taken ; 
when lord Dacres, and the baftard Heron *, who had joined the Eng- 
lifh army, with a troop of fierce outlaws, his followers, came in time 
to his refcue. Sir Edmund, thus relieved, immediately joined the 
body commanded by his brother lord ‘Thomas, and the two brothers 
advancing againft the earls of Crawford and Montrofe, whofe men 
were armed with fpears, a fharp conflict enfued, wherein the Scots 
were put to the rout,*and the two earls flain. On the other fide of 
the field, Sir William Stanley, by the inceffant fhot of archers com- 
manded by himfelf, Sir William Molyneux, Sir Henry Kickley, and 
others, of Lancafhire and Chefhire, forced the Scots to break their 
array, and come down to more even ground, where being attacked 
by three different bands, they were difcomfited and put to flight; 
the earls of Argyle and Lennox being flain on the fpot. What the 
Englith writers afcribe to their archers in this part of the battle, the 
Scotch attribute to the undifciplined ferocity of the Highlanders, who, 
animated by the fuccefs of the attack made on the wing of the Eng- 
lifh, commanded by Sir Edmund Howard, could not be reftrained 





* For fome circumftances, refpecting this perfon, fee the curious 
old ballad on the battle of Floddon; of which an account is given 
(including a remarkable ftory of Heron) in the 51ft volume of our 
Review, p+ 335. F 
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from rafhing down the hill upon their enemies in a precipitate and 
diforderly manner ; notwithftanding the fignals, cries, and menaces, 
of La Motte the French ambaffador. The king of Scots was feized 


with the fame warlike rage ; for no advice, no remonflrances of his 
attendants, could hinder him from his expofing his perfon in the 


thickeft of the battle. Being joined by the earl of Bothwell and his 
hand, he charged on foot, at the head of his beit men, who were fo 


frmly armed as to fuffer little from the arrows of the Englifh, The 
attack made by him was pufhed and maintained fo vigoroufly, that 
he had almoft overthrown the itandards of the earl of Surrey; who 
at the fame time was exerting all his powers, both as a fkilful com- 
mander and valiant foldier. But the wings of the Scottifh army 
being totally routed, the lord Howard and Sir Edward Stauley, with 
their victorious followers, returned to the place of aétion, and af- 
failed on each fide, the remnant of the Scottifh army that ftill fought 
around their king, which was attacked alfo on the rear by lord Da- 
cre’s horfe. What alone reinained to the Scots was, a defperate ef- 
fort of fighting in a circle againft their foes encompafling them on 
every fide ; nor could any thing be gained by this but the felling of 
their lives at the deareft rate. The king feeing his ftandard-bearer 
Sir Adam l'orman fall, and difdaining the thoughts of captivity, 
prefled into the middle of his enemies, by whom, with many wounds, 
he was flain. Nigh to him fell his natural fon, the archbifhop of St. 
Andrew’s, a youth of the greateft hopes; and in the circle, three 
other eminent churchmen, with an amazing number of nobles and 
gentlemen. 

‘ This memorable battle began at four o’clock in the afternoon, 
and continued until darknefs obliged the combatants to give over, 
Nor were the Englith altogether affured of their viétory until the ree 
turn of day.’ 

Our Author, in fome places, feems to be a little too abrupt 
in-his narrative. He tells us, for inftance, that about the be- 
ginning of the year 1537 James the Fifth paffed into France, 
where he was fo fucce(sful as to obtain in marriage Magda- 
len, the eldeft daughter of the French king.’ And in the next 
page he fays, © che king of Scotland, by this time (1538) had 
brought home his fecond wife, Mary of Lorrain.’ He might 
at leaft have dropped a hint, what, in thofe wife-killing days, 
became of the firft; and whether fhe died without iffue or 
otherwife: particularly as he has, in general, been caréful in 
mentioning “1 the alliances of the Scottifh monarchs, L 
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Arr, III, Of the Origin and Progrefs of Language. Vol.TII, 8vo. 
6s. bound. Edinburgh, Balfour ; Cadell, London. 


N this third offering to the manes of Plato and Ariffotle, we 
A find the fame enthufiaftic admiration of ancient learn- 
ing, which the Author difcovered in the former parts of the 
work. He profefles himfelf fo entirely devoted to the ancients, 
that he is fatisfied with * adoring at a diftance thofe footfteps in 
Rev. Dec. 1776. F f which 
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which: he acknowledges himfelf unab’e to tread.’ He treatg 
modern authors with fupercilious contempt, pronouncing them 
in general incapable of judging of the merits of his work, 
which refers to writings which they do not read or underftand ; 
and declares that he writes not for them, but chiefly for the 
fcholars in England, and for the few that the prevalence of the 
French learning has left yet remaining in other parts of Europe, 
He pathetically laments the decline of ancient learning among 
us, as the lofs of what was once the greatelt ornament of this 
country; and enters his prote{t againit the tafte which prevails 
among modern pretenders to learning, in the following terms: 

© In an age in which the nomenclature of plants, and faéts 
of natural hiftory, are the chief {tudy of thofe who pretend to 
learning; and in the fafhionab!e world the foppery of modern 
languages and modern wit (to ufe an expreflion of my Lord 
Shaftefbury) are reckoned the chief accomplifhments, I cannot 
expect that a work of this kind fhould be much relifhed. Ne- 
verthelefs, I am not forry to have left, before [ dic, this me- 
morial behind me, that the tafte and knowledge of ancient phi- 
lofophy and ancient literature was not, in the year 1776, wholly 
loft in Scotland ; notwith{tanding the endeavours of certain per- 
fons to difcredit this kind of learning, merely from a conciouf- 
nefs that they themfelves do not excel in it: for I aver, that 
there is no example of any man who truly underitood the an- 
cient learning, and did not prefer it to every other.’ 

Without entering into the merits of the queftion, how far 
ancient learning is the neceflary foundation of good writing, or 
determining whether it is fo generally neglected and defpifed as 
our Author reprefents; we think we may venture to affert, that 
an exceflive veneration for the authority of ancient names 
is unfavourable to the advancement of real knowledge and 
tate; fince it prevents the free inveitigation of general princi- 
pies and truths, and fixes a point of excellence, beyond which 
it becomes a kind of prefumption to think of afpiring. With 
critics of this caft, the name of ARISTOTLE is of higher autho- 
rity than that of REAson; if a law of criticifm bears the ftamp 
of antiquity, they give themfelves no trouble to inquire whether 
it is founded in nature; if a trope ur figure is met with jn an 

eankient writer, it is adopted without farther examination. 

That we do our Author no injuftice by prefacing our ace 
count of this part of his work with thefe remarks, will fuff- 
ciently appear from the general tenor of his obfervations on 


ftyle, under the diftinét heads of the choice and compofition of 


words. 
In {peaking of the choice of words with refpect to found, 
Lord Monboddo laments that modern languages, not being 


formed by rule like the ancient, cannot like them be wee 
rule 
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rule, for the fake of melody ; and yet, at the fame time, quotes 
feveral harfh elifions from Milton, as proofs of a fuccefsful 
imitation of the ancient manner. Regarding etymology as a 
better ftandard to determine the meaning and proper ufe of 
words, than general cuftgm, he pafies an encomium on Mile 
ton for employing words in a fenfe wholly unknown in Eng- 
ith, where it agrees with that of the Latin or Greek iad cals, 
Enamoured with the rhythmus of the ancients, he recommends 
a fimilar melody in the arrangement of words and ftructure of 
periods in modern languages ; but without accurately afcertain- 
ing wherein that melody muit conlilt, or peinting out the 
means by which it may be produced. In treating of tropes 
and figures of fpeech, he commends the imitation of the Latin 
phrafeology which he obferves in Milton, even where it is evi- 
dently inconfiftent with general u‘e, or what may be ftiled 
caflical compofition, in Eneglif{h; proceeding through the 
whole of his remarks upon this talle idea, that what was pro- 
per in the antient Janguages muft be fo in the modern. While 
he ridicules the ufe of Gailicifms, he quotes with approbation 
fuch Latinifms as thefe: ** Ere he arrive the happy ifle—me, 
of thefe nor feil’d nor ftudious—yet oft his heart, divine of 
Jomething ill, mifgave him.” 

After a long enumeration of tropes and figures, our Critic 
proceeds to z-form his readers, that there are a great variety of 
figures, which have never yet been defined or clafled; and 
without attempting to define or ciafs them, or conde{cending to 
afift us in divining what fort of fgures he means, he gives us 
aftring of quotations from Vis/sl’s Georgics in the following 
concife and edifying manner: 

‘With the omens of the weather, and particular'y thoe 
which are drawn from the appearances of the fun, he eonnes 
the prodigies that appeared about the time of Julius Czfar’s 
death in the following line, 


Denique quid vefper ferus vebat, Se v. 461. 
‘Then he changes the form thus ; 
Tempore quanguam illo tellus queque, See Vv. 46). 


* Then he changes again, 
Quseties Cyclopum effervere, Se. 
* After this he proceeds to mix with this art'ficial fem? plain 
compofition, telling us fimply what happened ; 
Armorum fonitum toto, Se. Ve 4746 
*And fo he goes on for feveral lines, till he again figures the 
fyle in this manner : 
Nec tempore codem, Sc. v. 483. 
‘Then after going on a little farther in this form, he changes 
© another of this kind; 
Non alias caele ceciderunt, Se. v. 487. 
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‘ Then he proceeds to tell what happened in confequence of 
thefe omens, and with the fubject he changes the phrafeology, 
Ergo inter fefe paribus, Se. V. 489, 
¢ Then he takes another figure, 
Nee fuit indignum fuperis, Se. 
‘ Then he changes again, 
Scilicet et tempus veniet, Se. 

© And fo be goes om (for it would be tedious to mention more 
particulars) to the end of the book, diverfifying and adorning 
his compofition by figures which have no name, but of which 
every reader of tafie muft feel the effect, though he do not 
perhaps know the caufe,’ 

And fo gees our Author on, through feveral other parts of 
the Georgics, and through feveral paflages in Arm/ffrong’s poem 
on Health, * to fhew that even thefe co/fer-monger days have 
produced at leaft one poet that deferves to be quoted as a model 
of good compofition.? And /o he might have gone on for ever, 
through all the works of the ancients and moderns both good 
and bad, without the leaft expence of thought to himfelf: but 
it was fortunate for his readers that he recollected in time that 
it would be tedious to mention more particulars. 

In treating of the feveral kinds of ftyle, Lord M. firft follows 
the indeterminate and unphilofophical divifion of the ancients 
into the /imple, the high, and the middle, giving examples of 
each, chiefly from the ancient writers. He then fpeaks of ftyle 
under the feveral heads of the fublime, the ludicrous, the witty, 
the humcurcus; the converfation, the didactic, and the hifto- 
trical: and concludes with earneftly recommending the Greek 
models to the ftudy and imitation of modern writers, On 
thefe topics we meet with feveral juft obfervations, but with 
ttle that is new or peculiarly ftriking ; and the whele has a 
mifcellaneons and immethodical appearance. 

The Author’s general cenfure of the ftyle of the moderns, as 
formed upon the model of Tacitus and Seneca among the an- 
cients, or as a fervile imitation of the French manner, though 
fupported'with much learned labour, fails in two very mate- 
rial particulars: it doth not appear in fact that this ftyle is fo 
much in vogue as he reprefents; and it is not proved that this 
ftyle isin all cafes faulty. In thofe fpecies of writing which 
require either fimplicity of language, or the flowing and diver- 
fified period, it would not be difficult to find among modern 
writers many fuccefsful examples : and it might eafily be fhewn, 
notwithftanding all that our Author has advanced, that 1A 
many kinds of compofition, ornament and antithefis are prefer- 
able to fimplicity. We acknowledge, however, that there 1s 


fome ground for his remarks, in the particular inftance of the 
hiftorical 
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hiftorical ftyle at prefent in ufe. What he fays on this head 
merits attention. 

¢ The narrative of an hiftorian ought, in my apprchenfion, 
to be plain and fimple, at leaft not rhetorical, nor adapted to 
move the paflions or inflame the imagination by epithets, with 
which we fee the ftyle of modern biftory is loaded, or by de- 
{criptions fo particular as to be poetical painting, many of which 
we fee in fome hiftories that have a great vogue among us. 
Such a manner of writing hiftory makes an intelligent reader 
fufpect that is little better than a novel; and, if he has cu- 
fiofity enouga to look into the original authors and records 
from which it fhould have been compiled, he will, I believe, in 
moft cafes, find that this fufpicion is not ill founded ; and he 
will have this further fatisfaction for his trouble, that, by read- 
ing but one of the beft of thofe original authors, he will learn 
more of the facts, and, what is of greater confequence, more 
of the manners and opinions of the age, than by reading twenty 
compilements. I would therefore advife our compilers of hif- 
tory, if they will not ftudy the models of the hiftoric ftyle which 
the ancients have left us, at leaft to imitate the fimplicity of 
Dean Swift’s ftyle in his Gulliver’s Travels, and to endeavour 
to give as much the appearance of credibility to what truth they 
relate as he has given to his monftrous fictions; not that [ 
would be underftood to recommend the ityle of thofe travels as 
apattern for hiftory, for which it never was intended, being 
indeed an excellent imitation of the narrative of a failor, but 
wanting that gravity, cignity, and ornament which the hifto- 
tical ftyle requires. For the fubjeét being the great affairs of 
anation, the ftyle ought to be fuitabie. “che words, therefore, 
fhould be well chofen, and the beft in common ufe, and the 
fhould be put together with an agreeable compofition. For hiftory 
ought not to be written in fhort detached fentences, after the 
manner of Salluft or Tacitus ; neither thould it be rounded or 
conftrifted into periods like thofe of an oration; but the com- 
pofition fhould be loofer, and of a more eafy and natural flow. 
Thefe are the rules laid down by ancient critics, by which they 
tell us, the ftyle of hiftorical narrative fhould be framed ; for, 
as to the fpeeches, they belong to a different kind of compofi- 
tion, namely, the rhetorical ; and there are no other rules at 
this day, fo far as | know, by which we can judge of the ftyle 
of hiftory. If, therefore, we find a hiftory, of which the ftyle 
8 loaded with metaphors ‘and epithets, embellifhed with poeti- 
cal defcriptions, the compofition either too much rounded into 
Periods, or altogether disjointed or unconnected ; whatever 
Praife or reputation fuch hiftories may acquire, we are fure 
they are not according to the claffical ftandard,’ 
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Though we are dae that neither our praife nor cent 
fure can affect the Author, we mutt, in jultice to ourfelves 
and our Readeis, declare it to be our opinion, that true tafte 
will receive little improvement froin this work. An accurate 
inveftigation of the princi nles of critictfm, and a perfect digett 
of its rules, are o idy to be expected from the united efforts of 
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Jearning, genius, and philofopiy. E 
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ART. IV. Travels throush France and Spain, in the Fears 1770 and 
1771. In which is particule riy minuied the pretent State of thofe 
Countries, refpeéting Agriculture, Population, Manutactures, &c, 
By Jofeph Marfiall, Efg; 8vo. Vol.1V. 68. Corral. 

N the Review for June 1772, we introduced to the notice 

of our Readers “hree volumes of Travels, by a Jofeph 

Marfhall, Efq; and we finifhed our account of the work, in 

the fo.lowing month ;—-not without a violent fufpicion that we 

had been converfing with a nov-entity: and that the name of 

Squire Marfhail had been aflumed by fome book- making genius, 

who might bave good reafons, notwithftanding his genius, for 

thinking any name better, to go to market with, than his own. 

“© T do not like, ” faid A Md r, one day, when he was 

bargaining for a mew piece, ** a book without the Author’s name 

to it.” %* Give me ten guineas more, faid Mr. Anonymous, 
and [ will revife the copy, and put my name to it.” ** That would 

make the matter ftill worfe, replied the literary accoucheur: I 

would fooner pay the difference, to keep your name concealed,” 

The debate ended in the immediate coinage of a new Author; 

which anfwered every objection. 

Whether or not Jofeph Marfhall, Efq; owes his exiftence to 
fome fuch plaftic intercouiie between a maker and a feller of 
b oks, is ftill matter of enquiry with thofe curious readers who 
hve to make a little acquain:ance with the writer as well as 
the wiiting, We reco eet that a Correfpondent once fent us 
his reafous for conclud yo Mr. Marthall to be only one of the 
ideal genilemen cf whom we have been talking We remem- 
ber, too, that, on this occafion, a friend of ours made parti- 
cu.ar exquiry of Mr. Almon, who publithed the three volumes 
of © Marthal.’s Travels,’ concerning the exiftence, actual, 
perfonal, and nominal, of the Author: and the following «c¢- 
count of this matter was accordingly given at the end of the 
Review for Septet inber 772: Viz. 

“© Thar the publifher of the work in queftion received the 
MS. from a gentleman who appeared to a@& as the Authors 
friend; and who intormed Mr. Almon that the Author was at 
that time abroad, cn account of his health ; that Mr. Almont, 
In about a month a ter, received, per pott, from Geneva @ 
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receipt for the copy-moncy, in the fame hand-writing with the 
copy itfelf; that Mr. Marthall was a man of property 5 and 
that his eftate lics at Budfwell, in Northamptonhhire. 

With this aflurance we were as well fatished as the nature of 
the enquiry would admit; and, fome time afterward, we ob- 
ferved in the news-papers, an account of the death of * Jo- 
feph Marthall, Efq; Author of the Travels, &c.” which ac- 
count, if true, affords (as a grave writer exprefles it) a ftrong 
relumption that he once lived. 

Whether or not the volume now before us is a real continua- 
tion of the above-mentioned work, in three volumes, is a 
point that refis, for the prefent, folely on the credit due to the 
title-page of the book ; no farther mention of the Author, or 
reference to the former publication occurring, either by way of 
preface, advertifement, or otherwife. This, together with the 
change of the publifher, looks a little doubtfully ; and the fufpi- 
cion docs not wear off on perufal of the volume, which, in 
every page, reminds us of the unwearied indaftry of the famous 
Mr. Arthur Young ; whofe manner of journalizing an agricul 
tural ramble is here reflected, as exactly as a man’s ** natural 
face,” beheld ** in a glafs.” 

But whether we are indebted for this work to the pen of a 
Marfhall, a Young, a Daniel De Foe*, or a Dr. Hill, if it 
gives us a tolerably true account of the ftate of hufbandry, 
agriculture, population, &c. in the countries defcribed (as we 
are inclined to believe it does) it cannot fail of affording many 
ufeful hints to farmers, and farming gentlemen; as the mes 
thods of practice, and the recital of improvements form a ver 
confiderable variety, and are, throughout, illuftrated by the re- 
quifite eftimates and calculations: but of the veracity of thefe, 
itis impoffible for a Reviewer to pronounce. 

Befide the information refpecting almoft every point of rural 
economics, &c. the detail of which forms, as we guefs, about 
nine-tenths of the volume before us, the Writer hath intro- 
duced fuch anecdoter, narratives, defcriptions, and reflections, 
Ielative to the experienced felicity of a well-fpent country life, 
a may prove both entertaining and ufcful to (we would hope) 
many Readers. The hittory, in particular, of AZ. de la Place, 
his happy retirement, and his improvements in the culture of 
wafte lands, is fo very pleafing, and fo interefting a part of the 
work, that were it not much too long for an extract, we fhould 
gladly have tran(cribed it into our own mifcellany.—The ex- 
tracts forinerty given, are fuficient for fpecimens. G. 


(ences 





* We do not mean the dead Daniel, or the dead Doétor; but any 
of their book-making-race ; which is wonderfully numerous. 
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Art. V. Aw Hiftory of the Ifand of Anglefey, from its frft Invafon 
by the Romans, until finally acceded to the Crown of England: To. 
ether with a diftinét Defcription of the Towns, Harbours, Vij. 
ae and other remarkable Places in it; and of feveral Anti. 
quities relating thereto, never before made public. Serving ag 
a Supplement to Rowland’s Mona Antiqua Reftaurata. To which 
are allo added, Memoirs of Owen Glendowr : Who, in the Reign 
of Henry IV. claimed the Principality of Wales, as Heir ta 
Llewelin lait Prince thereof; tranfcribed from a Manufcript in the 
Library of Jefus College, Oxford. To which are fubjoined, 
Notes hiftorical and illuftrative. ‘The Whole colleéted from ay. 
thentic Remains, 4to. 3:5. fewed. Dodfley. 1775. 


‘HE Author has given fo particular an account of the 
nature of his work in the above title, that it is unnecef- 
fary for us to enlarge on the fubject. 

Though th's treatife will not be interefting to fome readers, 
to many others it will prove amufing ; and probably be very ac- 
ceptable co the lovers of antiquity. “Travellers who make this 
ifland in their way to and from Ireland may find this book an 
agreeable companion. ‘The Writer aims, he fays, at concile- 
nefs and perfpicuity. He has not always, as he fhould have 
done, tranflated his Welch and Latin quotations. ‘To the me- 
moirs of Owen Glendowr is added a Welch poem in his praife 
written by Gruffyth Llwyd, his poet-laureat, in the year 1400. 
The verfion of this poem may entertain fome of our Readers; 
we fhal!l therefore infert it as a fpecimen of what may be called 
ancient Cambrian poetry : 

¢ ‘Thou delightful eagle, Owain, with thy bright fhining 
helmet—generous in bettowing riches—thou art the brave and 
ever-conquering fon of Gruffydd Tychan of noble renown—thou 
art the bulwark—the gracetul and liberal poffeffor of the vale 
of Dyfrdwy a great and rapid ftream: ona night, fometime 
ago, we were jovial together quaffing bumpers of mead, | was 
conjured to vilit thee often and refort to thy royal palace, where 
I ufed to drink wine out of thy hand; by drinking mead I be- 
came difrefpectful, and my behaviour fuited not my breeding. 
Thou illuftrious lord, that art equal to nine heroes, permit me 
td fay nay to thy departure, for in the hour thou parteft with 
me, preparing calamities for Britain, longing (in a dreadful 
conflict) almoft brought me to my grave on thy account. The 
remembrance of thee, thou golden beam, never pafled over me 
without weeping ; my tears ran down my wrinkled cheeks, and 
watered my face like fhowers of rain, when my forrows were 
at the height, thou fon of a generous father, I heard from the 


mouth of a meflenger (for thou fhalt ever have the grace of 


God, and thy eftate entire) that thou my mott illuftrious lord 
hadift in battle a generous heart; and hadft found an omen ~ 
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thy enterprifes, like Uther Bendragon renowned in battles, when 
terevenged (what would have been indignant to bear with) 
his brother’s grandeur and battles. “Thou haft failed and jour- 
nied in the management of thy affairs like Owain ap Urien. in 
times of yore, when he brifkly encountered the black knight 
of the water ——+-——--— and the head dragon of yonder foun- 


| in, heroes that were leaders of armics, men of courage and 


intrepidity, fighting with fpears. And thou, Owain, impe- 
yous in the onfet didft force thy way with thy trufty fword. 
Thou fhalt be efteemed by thine actions, a brother to the fon 
of comely Urien, my agreeable baron, When thy toils prefled 
heavieft on thee in befieging yonder walls, thy afhen fpear ter- 
ible in batele, in the ftrong attack its head was fteel, by a fe- 
yere blow broke in pieces; every one faw thy hand free from 
the fiery lance, which was much to thy praife. Thou didft 
break thy fpear on the fpot, and didft grafp it clofe in thine 
hand, and by the intrepidity of thine heart, the ftrength of thy 
am, fhoulder, and breaft, caufedft fplinters and flafhes of light- 
ning to fparkle from the fteel. There the armies were driven 
before you by two’s and three’s and great multitudes ——nay 
all the field in prodigious numbers. ‘To the day of judgment, 
fays thy bard, thou, that art defcended from illuftrious ancef- 
tors, fhalt be immortal. ‘Thou that art a wife and able war- 
tior, equal to a two-edged fword, fteer the fhips to Britain; 
thou art clad in garments as white as flakes of driven {now, 
and thy onfet in the field of battle is terrible. We have heard, 
by a meflenger, of thy gallant behaviour, that thou didft with 
tay fharp piercing lance, ftrike terror and amazement into hun- 
dreds, and likewife of thy glorious name and valour. ‘Thou art 
fecure and undaunted like fteel, and every excellency belongs 
to the Cambrian. There Britain put on a forrowful counte- 
nance after the terrible battle fought at noon; thy fame failed 
fwiftly to Wales from the wounds of battle and your fuccefsful 
toils, May due authority, fucceis, and praife, attend the 
knight of Glyn.’ 

The original peom confifts of fhort lines in rhyme. The 
critics in the Welfh language will determine with refpect to 
the fidelity of our Author’s tranflation. HM. 





Art. VI. 4 Voyage to Sicily and Malta, written by Mr. John Dry- 
den, Junior, when he accompanied Mr. Cecill in that Expedition 
inthe Years 1700 and 1701. 8vo, 2s. Bew. 1776. 


E can by no means anfwer for the authenticity of thefe 

letters, unlefs the fafhionable mode of proof by inter- 

nal evidence may be admitted, If the Author of this — 
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fhall prove himfelf the fon of the great poet by his defcription of 
a poetical river or two, we fha!l give the paflage to our Readers 
and leave the point to their decilion, ‘The rivers we allude to 
are the famous Alpheus and Arethufa, between his accounts 
of which the Author introduces a fhort view of the rotonda of 
Santa Lucia, the catacombs of the ancient Syracufans, and 
the prifon of Dionyfius the tyrant : 

* This fountain (Arethufa) fo much celebrated by the ancient 
poe:s, isin Ortigia, that is, in modern Syracufe itfelf, and comes 
flowing with a ttupendous quantity of clear chriitaline water out 
from the bottom of a living or natural rock, and this within half a 
ftone’s throw off the fea, into which it carries itfelf through a hole, 
or fmall arch, made in the walls of the city to convey it: but Are- 
thufa, who looks fo fair and limpid at her firft coming out from 
under the rock, looks foul on it immediately, ’ere fhe can carry her 
ftream to the city wall; for ’tis become the refort of all the laun- 
dreffes, who, ftanding up to their knees in the water, beat and wring 
all their foul linen in this poetical fountain, which certainly were 
Ovid alive to fee, it wou’d grieve him to the very heart, and dif- 
courage the river Alpheus, though never fo fond of his Arethufa, to 
take the pains of running under the fea, quite from vother fide of 
the harbour, to embrace his miftrefs in foul linen.—T hen we took 
a beat in company of the aforefaid young Baron Carcaccia, who, 
when we had crofs’d over the Porto Minore, carry’d us to a {mall 
round church, or rotunda, about a mile and a half within the terra 
firma, ‘This rotunda is dedicated to Santa Lucia, virgin, and one of 
the primitive martyrs. We went down a very handfome pair of 
fione ftairs, which make two wings, to enter into the church, for 
the ground lyes above it all round; and there the Fathers, who are 
Reform’d Franciicans, carry’d us to that part of the church where 
the high altar is plac’d; and when we were mounted a top of it, they 
took away a board and fhow’d us a hole in the wall, from whence 
they told us the body of Santa Lucia was taken, for now it lies no 
more there, it being transferred to Venice. The Fathers affirm, that 
this very place, where the faint’s body was firft found, has donea 
great many miracles in the perfons of thofe who have come with 
faith and devotion to vifit it; and one of the Fathers told us of a mi- 
racle of one who recover’d his fight there, who was born blind, and 
no fooner faw but began to cry out he faw gold and yellow colours. 
This account gave us no opinion of his miracle, 

* Not farr diltant from this place, we went to fee the Grotte di 
San Giouanni, or, to call them more properly, the catacombs of 
the ancient Syracufians; for fo indeed they are, and are only call’d 
the Grotte di San Gicuanni, becaufe they go under, and are near the 
cathedral church dedicated to St. John, of which the ruins are only 
now to be ieen, it having been quite flung down by the lait great 
earthquake. ‘Thefe catacombs we cou’d not judge to be cther than 
the common, or, it may be, the extraordinary burying places for 
poople cf the better fathion ; for indeed they were very asec! 
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and much finer than any either at Rome or Naples, as all confels 
gbo nave feen thefe and thofe. 

‘ Ip thefe catacombs, when once you are enter’d, you walk very 
conveniently and upright, and every now and then they enlarge 
themfelves into a vait round vaulted chamber, in which you ftand as 
‘nthe centre, and behold quite abont you a vilta, or profpect of 
tombs, on a level, but one within another, as farr as your eye can 
carry, though you ftoop to look forward by torch-light ; fo that 
every fuga or flight of tombs, #s one may call them, departs from 
the great round vault in the middle like fo many rays or itreets from 
its centre. 

‘ Over fome of the beit of thefe tombs we difcover’d fome painting 
vet remaining, done in frefco, and reprefenting, principally, the 
figures of birds, and thofe for the moft part peacocks; and we alfo 
found very good ancient Greek characters engraven in the walls over 
fome few of the tombs, but fo broken and defac’d that ’tis impofli- 
ble to gather out a fentence: but this was fufficient to let us know, 
that thefe catacombs were made ufe of by the Greek Syracufians be- 
fore the Romans with Marcellus came to conquer them; fo that, 
though we cannot imagine from what nation thefe Greek Siracufians, 
got this invention of catacombs, or whether they were the firft in- 
ventors of them (for the moft ancient ufe of the Grecians was that 
of burning their dead) yet this is very probable, that the Romans 
follow’d thefe Grecians in making their catacombs after this man- 
ner, as well as in burning their dead, after the ancient Greek 
falhion. , 

‘Not far from hence we got over a low wall into a vineyard, 
where we faw the remains of an antique amphitheatre ; but not find- 
ing any more of it left befide fome of the ftone fteps, and many of 
them overgrown with bufhes and briars, we ftay’d not any longer to 
confider it, and the foundations of it fhewed plainly that it was not 
of any extraordinary compaffe, as that in Rome Is. 

‘ The next thing we went to view was the fo much renowned 
prifon of Dionifius the Tyrant, which they call L’Orecchio di 
Dionifio, that is, the Ear of Dionifius; for this prifon is fhap’d 
or cut out in the living rock, in fafhion of an affes eare; and as the 
outward hole makes the figure, fo alfo does it go deep into the rock 
in the fame form, and is {pacious enough to contain feveral hundred 
perfons in it: but this hole does not go in a flraight line into the 
rock, but fomething winding; and the great cariofity in it is the 
channel which runs all along on the tep of the infide, till it con- 
veys the voice of any one {peaking below up to a certain point, 
where the fufpicious tyrant us’d to come and place his ear, to hear 
aii that might be faid again him, though in never fo low a whifper. 
The cutting out of this prifon in fo hard a rock muft have beena 
work of a prodigious expence, and nothing lefs than a tyrant could 
have been capable either of inventing it or caufing it to be made ; 
and though the pafiage through which the tyrant us’d to convey him- 
felf to come to the hole at the top of the ear be wholly lott, and 
topt up with ruins, fo that nobody can conveniently get to it, yet is 
be effect of it as much taken for granted as if one were got there to 

hear ; 
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hear; and ‘tis certain, that flanding below and difcharging a pif! 
at the mouth of the cave, it an{wers with a noife as loud as that of 
cannon, of which we were afhured by every body, as well as by the 
only beating of a cloak with a flick at the mouth, which return’d a 
very loud founding eccho. 

‘ On Satterday morning the zoth of November we took a boat 
in company of one Signior Pompeo, captain of the Port of Siracufe, 
who did us an abundance of civilities ; and crofs’d over the Porto 
Maggiore, and fo went up the river Alpheus, about four or five 
miles, till we came to the very head or fpring of it. This river 
though narrow, and in moft places quite cover’d with weeds, yer . 
as full of fifh as it can hold; and among thofe fith are take, 
abundance of cefali and f{pigole, very large, and of a much better 
tafte than thofe taken in the falt waters; and thefe two fh are 
efteem’d two of the beft fihh that fwim in the Mediterranean fea, 
Though this river is very weedy, yet among thofe weeds there are 
abundance of water-creffes, of an excellent quality, of which both 
the poor and rich in Siracufe covet to eat, for with them they make 
excellent broth ; and there is alfo another long green herb growing 
on that river, which is very good and wholefome to eat, either raw 
or boil’d, which has exactly the tafte of a parfnip, but fo much 
{weeter and better ; and of this there is an infinite quantity, and the 
peor of Siracute feed on it heartily, either by way of fallad, or boil'd 
In water ; for this herb makes a very good broth alone, with only a 
little oil pour’d on it, and feme falt and very little fpice, the herb 
being of an indifferent hot quality, and very homogeneal. ‘The wa- 
ter of this river Alpheus, or, as the inhabitants at prefent calb it, 
Lo Pifma, is extream limpid and clear; and in fome places where 
the river grows larger, and is free from weeds, "tis very pleafant to 
behold, and the rufhes and reeds growing on each fide in many places 
make it look very agreeable, particularly when we came to the head 
of it, there it makes the moft pleafant amphitheatre of rushes in the 
world, of about half a quarter of a mile round, and is fo very clear 
that you may fee quite to the bottom, which is all of rock ftone, 
though it be above feven fathom deep; and hence the water {prings 
up, and you have the greateit pleafure that can be to behold a vait 
quantity of fith of all forts and fizes, the greateit lying neareft the 
bottom, where they love to fcoure about and enjoy the bubling up of 
the waters out of the rock at the bottom, and though are very large 
and long, yet look very little by reafon of the depth, and lye fecure 
from being caught. All along this river there is a great deal of 
game of all forts of wild fowl, water-hens with red bills, and an 
abundance of f{nipes. ‘This Alpheus is the river which the poets 
feign fell in love with Arethufa on the other fide of the bay, as he 
beheld her wafhing herifelf in her own ftream or fountain, and fo 
made his way very flily under the fea till he rofe up again on the 
other fide, between the nymph’s leggs.’ 

The Editor informs the Public, that he * was affured by the 
Gentleman of whom he obtained the manufcript of thefe fheets, 


that he received it from a particular friend, into whofe hands 
it 
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had fallen, among other effects of a gentleman to whom he 
was executor. — This will not prove the younger Dryden * to 
have been the writer of the Voyage: yet there may be no great 
eafon for feeking to deprive him of the csedit of a production 


‘a which there is nothing very extraordinary. L. 


* The following fhort account is given of the fuppofed Author in 
gnote, viz. ‘ Mr. John Dryden was the fecond of three fons of the 
set. Charles, the eldeft brother, became Ufher of the palace to 
bope Clement XI. and, upon his return to England, left John to 
oficiate in his room. Befides writing this account of his Voyage to 
Sicily and Malta, Mr. John Dryden tranflated the 14th Satire of Ju- 
venal, and was author of a comedy, entitled, The Hufband his own 
Cuckold, printed in 1696. He died at Rome not many months af- 


ter making this voyage.’ 





—_ 


Art. VII. 42 Account of the Life of Georce Berxerey, D.D, 
late Bifbop of Cloyne in Ireland, With Notes containing Strictures 


upon his Works. 8vo. 2s. Murray. 1776. 

T is ftrange, that, in the courfe of twenty years which have 

elapfed fince the death of Bifhop Berkeley, no authentic 
and accurate account of a chara¢ter, in many refpects fo dif- 
tinguifhed, fhould have been offered to the Public; and this is 
the more extraordinary, when we confider that his name, and 
character, and writings, muft have been generally known: 
nor can we conceive, that it was very difficult to collect ma- 
terials for recording them to advantage, ‘ ‘There feems, .fays 
our anonymous Biographer, to be an odd fatility attending 
upon fome of the firft charaéters in the republic of letters, that 
the very celebrity they had defervedly acquired among their co# 
temporaries has prevented an accurate knowledge of their lives 
from defcending to pofterity. A writer diftinguifhed by un- 
common abilities, more efpecially if that writer has acted a 
bufy part on the ftage of life, is fo frequently the fubject of 
converfation, that for fome years after his removal the memo- 
ties of thofe who knéw him are thought to be fufficiently fecure 
tepofitories of his fame; till by degrees the fading materials on 
which his ations are written moulder away, and curiofity bes 
gins precifely at the point of time when the means of gratifying 
it ate loft.’ 

Many of the anecdotes collected together in thefe memoirs 
have been the common fubjects of traditionary report and con- 
verfation; but we have now the pleafure of receiving them 
authenticated by a Writer who vouches for the truth of every 
fact which he relates, and whofe particular acquaintance with 
the family and friends of Bifhop Berkeley gave him accefs to 
the moft genuine fources of information, We fhall felect fome 


extracts for the amufement of our Readers, which, if they are 
not 
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not altogether new to them, cannot fail of being acceptable 
as they may now depend on their credibility. | ; 

In his fecond excurfion to the continent, Mr. Berkeley vifited 
Paris, and ‘ took care to pay his refpects to his rival in meta. 
phyfical fagacity, the illuftrious Pere Malebranche. He found 
this ingenious Father in his cel], cooking, in a fmall Pipkin, a 
medicine for a diforder with which he was then troubled, an 
inflammation on the Jungs. The converfation naturally turned 
on our Author’s fyftem, of which the other had received fome 
knowledge from a tranflation juft publifhed. But the iffue of 
this debate proved tragical to poor Malebranche. In the heat 
of difputation he raifed his voice fo high, and gave way fo 
freely to the natural impetuofity of a man of parts, and a 
Frenchman, that he brought on himfelf a violent increafe of 
his diforder, which carried him off, a few days after *,’ 

In the interval between his return from abroad, after an ab. 
fence of four years, and his promotion to the Deanery of Derry, 
worth 1100]. per ann. Berkeley’s * mind had been employed 
in conceiving that benevolent project, which alone entitles him 
to as much honour as all his learned labours have procured 
him, the Scheme for converting the Savage Americans to Chriftianit 
by a College to be erected in the Summer Iflands, otherwife called the 
Ifes of Bermuda. He publifhed a propofal for this purpofe, 
London, 1725, and offered to refign his own opulent prefer. 
ment, and to dedicate the remainder of his life to the inftru@- 
ing the youth in America, on the moderate fubfiftence of 1001, 
yearly. Such was the force of this difinterefted example, fup- 
ported by the eloquence of an enthufiaft for the good of man- 
kind, that three junior Fellows of Trinity College, Dublin, 
the Rev. William Thompfon, Jonathan Rogers, and James 
King, Mafters of Arts, confented to take their fortunes with 
the Author of the proje&t, and to exchange for a fettlement in 
the Atlantic Ocean, at 401. per ann. all their profpeéts at 
home.’ 

This fcheme was fuccefsfully recommended to George I. and 
a charter was procured ¢ for erecting a college by the name of 
St. Paul’s College in Bermuda, to confift of a Prefident and nine 
Fellows, who were obliged to maintain and educate Indian 
fcholars at the rate of 10]. per ann. for each. The firft Pre- 
fident, Dr. George Berkeley, and firft three Fellows named in 
the charter (being the gentlemen above-mentioned) were li- 
cenfed to hold their preferments in thefe kingdoms till the ex- 
piration of one year and a half after their arrival in Bermuda.’ 

The fum of 10,000 1. was promifed by the Minifter, and fe- 
veral private fub{criptions were immediately raifed for promoting 


— 
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* He died October 13, 1715. P 
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‘{o pious an undertaking,’ as it is {tiled in the King’s anfwer 
wo the addrefs of the Commons. ‘Thus encouraged, the Dean 
et fail in the execution of his project for Rhode-ifland in Sep- 
tember 1728, carrying with him a large fum of his own pro- 
perty, aud a collection of books for the ufe of his intended 
library. However fome minifterial neceflities and manceuvics 
st home prevented the remittance which the Dean expected : 
ster various excufes Bifhop Gibfon applied to Sir Robert Wal- 
pole the Prime Minifter, and obtained at length the following 
honeft anfwer : ** If you put this queftion to me, as a Mini- 
« fer, I muft and can aflure you that the money fhall. moft 
« undoubtedly be paid as foon as fuits with public convenience : 
“but if you «fk me as a Friend, whether Dean Berkeley 
“ fhould continue in America, expeciing the payment of 
“ 10,0001. I advife him by 2l]] means to return home to Eu- 
“ rope, and to give up his prefent expectations.” € Lhe Dean 
being informed of this conference, by his good iriend the Bithop, 
and thereby fully convinced that the bad policy of one great 
man had rendered abortive a fcheme whereon he had expended 
much of his private fortune, and more than feven years of the 
prime of his life, returned to Europe. Before he left Rhode- 
land, he diftributed what books he had brought with him 
among the clergy of that province ; and immediately after bis 
arival in London, he returned ali the private fubfcriptions 
that had been advanced for the fupport of his undertaking.’ 

Dr. Berkeley’s firit introduction to Queen Caroline was as 
ealy asthe year 1712. he Queen, i: is well known, * de- 
lighted much in attending to philofophical converfations be- 
tween learned and ingenious men: for which purpofe, fhe had, 
when Princefs of Wales, appointed a particular day in the 
week, when the moft eminent for literary abilitics at that time 
in England were invited to aiteud her Royal Highnets in the 
evening : a practice which fhe continued after her acceffion to 
the throne. Of this company were Doctors Clarke, Hoadley, 
Berkeley, and Sherlock. Clarke and Berkeley were generally 
confidered as principals in the debates that arofe upon thefe 
occafions ; and Hoadley adhered to the former, as Sherlock did 
tothe latter. Hoadley was no friend to our Author: he af- 
feed to confider his philofophy and his Bermuda project as 
the reveries of a vifionary. Sherlock (who was afterwards 
Bifhop of London) on the other hand, warmly efpoufed his 
caufe; and particularly when the Adinute Phibfopher came out, 
he carried a copy of it to the Queen, and leit it to her Ma- 
jelly to determine whether fuch a work could be the produc- 
tion of a difordered underftanding.” 

By the favour of her Majefty he was nominated foon after 


his return from Rhode-Ifland to the sich Deanery of Down in 
Ireland ; 
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Ireland ; but on account of a neglect of form in giving time 
notice to the Lord Lieutenant, it was thought proper to fet hin 
afide. Upon which his Majefty declared, ** that fince they 
«¢ would not faffer Dr. Berkeley to be a Dean in Iceland, he 
<< fhould be a Bifop ;” and accordingly in 1733, the Bithopric 
of Cloyne becoming vacant, he was promoted to that fee. 
After this preferment, he conftantly refided at Cloyne, © and 
applied himfclf with vigour to the faithful difcharge of all epi. 
{copal duties.’ 

© He continued his ftudies, however, with unabated atten. 
tion, and about this time engaged in a controverfy with the 
mathematicians of Great Britain and Ireland, which made 3 
good deal of noife in the literary world. The occafion wis 
this: Mr. Addifon had given the Bifhop an account of their 
common friend Dr. Garth’s behaviour in his laft illnefs, which 
was equally unpleafing to both thofe excellent advocates for 
revealed religion. For when Mr. Addifon went to fee the 
Doétor, and began to difcourfe with him ferioufly about pre. 
paring for his approaching diffolution, the other made anfwer, 
*s Surely, Addifon, I have good reafon not to beliéve thofe 
“¢ trifles, fince my friend Dr. Halley, who has dealt fo much 
‘¢ in demonttration, has aflured me, that the dotrines of Chrif- 
¢ tianity are incomprehenfible, and the religion itfelf an im. 
*¢ pofture.” ‘The Bifhop therefore took arms againft this ‘re. 
doubtable dealer in demonftration, and addrefled the Analyf p 
him, with a view of fhewing, that myfteries in faith were un- 
juftly objected to by mathematicians, who admitted much 
greater myfteries, and even falfchoods in fcience, of which he 
endeavoured to prove that the doctrines of fluxions furnifhed ah 
eminent example.’ This work was anfwered by Dr. Juris, 
under the fignature of Philalethes Cantabrigienfis, in a letter, en- 
titled, Geometry no Friend to Infidelity : to which the Bifhop te- 
plied with his Defence of Free-thinking in Mathematics: Philale- 
thes publifhed a fecond anfwer in 1735, under the title of, The 
Minute Mathematician; or, the Free-thinker no juft Thinker. 

The ingenious Mr. Robins, in the fame year, publithed his 
Anfwer, intitled, 4 Difcourfe concerning the Nature and Certainy 
of Sir Ifaac Newton's Method of Fluxions, and of prime and ulti- 
mate Ratios. And to this controverfy we likewife owe Maclau 
rin’s complete Treatife on the Subject of Fluxions. 

‘ In July 1752 he removed, though in a bad ftate of health, 
with his lady and family to Oxford, in order to fuperintend the 
education of one of his fons. He had taken a fixed refolu- 
tion to fpend the remainder of his days in this city, with @ 
view of indulging the paffion for a learned retirement, which 
had ever ftrongly pofleffed his mind, and was one of the motives 
that led him to form his Bermuda proje&t. But as sper 
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tould be more fenfible than his Lordfhip of the impropriety of 


; Bifhop’s non-refidence, he previoufly endeavoured to exchange 
tis high preferment for fome canonry or headfhip at Oxford. 
Failing of fuccefs in this, he aétually wrote over to the Secre- 
ary of State, to requeft that he might have permiffion to re- 
fgn his Bifhopric, worth at that time at leaft 14001]. per ann. 
So uncommon a petition excited his Majeftv’s curiofity to in- 
uire, who was the extraordinary man that preferred it; being 
told that it was his old acquaintance Dr. Berkeley, he declared 
that he fhould die a Bifhop in fpite of himfelf, but gave him 
full liberty to refide where he pleafed. The Bifhop’s laft act 
before he left Cloyne was to fign a leafe of the demefne lands 


| jn that neighbourhood, to be renewed yearly at the rent of 


2001. which fum he dire&ted to be diftributed every year until 
his eres among poor houfekeepers of Cloyne, Youghall, and 
Aghadda. 

‘ On Sunday evening, Jan. 14, 1753, as he was fitting in 
the midft of his family, liftening toa fermon of Dr. Sherlock’s 
which his lady was reading to him, he was feized with what 
the phyficians termed a palfy in the heart, and inftantly expired. 
— His remains were interred at Chrift-church, Oxford, where 
a : an elegant marble monument erected to his memory by 
is lady. 

‘ The excellence of his moral character, if it were not fo 
confpicuous in his writings, might be learned from the bleflings 
with which his memory is followed by the numerous poor of 
his neighbourhood, as well as from the teftimony of his yet 
furviving acquaintance, who cannot to this day fpeak of him 
without a degree of enthufiafm, that removes the air of byper- 
bole from the well-known line of his friend Mr. Pope: 

“ To Berkeley every virtue under heaven.” 

Our Author has, in a feries of notes, after the manner of 
Mr. Bayle, or of the Biograpbia Britannica, given a brief ac- 
count of Bifhop Berkeley’s writings. His firft work was in- 
titled, Arithmetica abfque Algebra aut Euclide demonjirata, and 
written before he was 20 years old. In 1709 he publifhed his 
Theory of Vifion; and in the next year, tae Principles of Human 
Knowledge. In 1712 he was employed in examining Mr, Locke's 
Two Treatifes of Government, and then publithed a difcourfe 
tending to favour the doctrine of paffive obedience. In 1713 
he publifhed a farther defence of his fyftem of immaterialifm, in 
Three Dialogues between Hylas and Philonous. His tract de Motu, 
drawn up at Lyons, and prefented to the Academy of Sciences 
at Paris, was publifhed in 1721: and inthe fame year, 4x Effay 
lowards preventing the Ruin of Great Britain, occafioned by the 
fatal South-Sea fcheme in 1720. In 1732 was publifhed The 
Minute Philofopher, in which he attacks the Free-thinker under 
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the various characters of atheift, libertine, enthufiaft, fcorner, 
critic, metaphyfician, fatalift, and fceptic. His Analy hag 
been already mentioned. His Difcourfe addreffed to Magifirats 
—His Maxims concerning Patristifm—/Vord to the Wife in 1745 
—and his Siris, a Chain of philofophical Reflections and Inquiries 
concerning the Virtues of Tar-/Vater in 1744, with his Farther 
Thoughts on Tar-Water in 1752, complete the lift of his publica. 
tions. His Letters to Pope, &c. and his papers in the Gyare 
dian, are well known. 

We thought that it would. not be unacceptable to our 
Readers to clofe this Article with the above catalogue of Berke. 
ley’s writings. — With refpect to his celebrated Sy/iem of Phil. 
fophy, it is too well known to require any particular difcuffion 
in the prefent Article, Our Author has thrown a fketch of it 
into the notes, which are printed feparately, at the end of the 


narrative. T 
“ff, 








Art. VIII. Efai fur les Principes politiques de L’Economie publiqut, 
par M. D. Browne Dignan.—tflay on the political Principles of 
public Oeconomy. 12mo, 3s. Hooper, 


HE fubject of the Effay before us, has employed many 

pens, and almoft every body’s thoughts ; which may be 
one reafon why we give fo little credit to the many arguments 
advanced in favour of it. In viewing any object, no two men 
fee it in the fame line of direction: it is thus, that various opi- 
nions on public ceconomy, dittering from each other in fome 
eflential points, can never convince or fatisfy the judgment of 
the many, who fee no immediate intereft from inveftigating 
the truth of either. Befide, we enter upon the fubjeé& with 
every prejudice againft it, from the character of thofe advocates 
who, with no other fee than perfonal refentment, retain them- 
felves in this national caufe. It is truly ridiculous to hear the 
prodigal, who has no idea of ceconomy in the management of 
his own private concerns ; who with unrelenting heart can 
look on, and fee the old manfion, perhaps the memorial of fume 
virtuous action, crumbling to decay! who can with torpid in- 
difference hear the unmannerly railings of angry creditors: we 
fay it is ridiculous to hear fuch a man, in melting accents of 
diftrefs, deplore the ruin of his country, and arraign the con- 
duct of our delegated truftees for profufion in the management 
of their truft. It is really ftrange, how much public cecono- 
my poffefles every man’s thoughts, and how little it direéts his 
actions! every man affeéts to be impatient for a reformation, an¢ 
yet we find not one who will venture at a beginning ! the truth 


is, we have many private virtues, but public virtue is almoft a 
ftranger among us. 
Ou 
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Our Author at firft fetting out furnifhes his readers with the 
has | difference between phyfical wants, and wants forced in upon 
rates us by civilization. * ‘The favage, /ays he, is perfectly fatisfy’d 
if he can fecure himfelf from the fury of wild beafts, from hun- 





| 
jhs er, and from the inclemency of the feafons: unacquainted 
rther with trade, he does not look for refources from a foreign foil, 
lica. but depends entirely upon his own.’ On the contrary, ¢ as 
Uare the artificial wants of civilized nations multiply, their com- 
merce increafes; and the unhappinefs of individuals, as well 
our as of kingdoms, is in proportion as their wants exceed the 
tke. means of gratifying them.’ But here he fhould have told us, 
bile 4 that commerce firit introduced all our fantaftical defires, and 
ffion that upon our giving them fuch an hearty and kind reception, 
of it they are now become sflociated with, nay take the lead of our 
the natural wants; for the man who can be content with the come 


mon neceflaries of life, takes a very fober and regular method 
Kis, to provide them ;_ but when a favourite paflion is to be indulged, 
the very order of fociety, may of nature itfelf, is difturbed, to 


‘gue, obtain the means of gratifying the tyrant. 
sof Our Author explains * waxt to be nothing more than a reft- 
lefs fenfation or uneafinefs, which nature enjoins for the pur- 
lany pofe of roufing men from indolence and apathy.’ We join 
y be with him in opinion, that when men were under the regular 
ents difcipline of nature, fhe took this neceflary care of them, that 
men they might preferve their health, and fecure to themfelves a 
Opi- fubfiftence by induftry ; but at this day, commerce has intro- 
ome duced a different kind of governefs among us; luxury, by our 
it of connivance, is become a moft indefatigable fubftitute, and has 
ting faved our old friend nature much anxiety, by taking the mof 
with aiive part of the bufinefs out of her hands; fhe calls forth her 
ates attention, by the fame uncomfortable feelings, to every acqui- 
em- ition of voluptuoufnefs and fenfuality ; upon this popular plan 
‘the of adminiftration it is not more neceflary to fupply the mode- 
t of rate demands of nature, than to furnifh materials to gratify 
Cal he moft inordinate defires. Our Author feems throughout 
fame erticulasis attentive to the allurements of commerce; and in- 
in- deed, as affairs are now carried on in the political world, it 
we behoves us all to be her friend, notwithftanding fhe has been 
s of fuch ajilt to us. It is found policy to be upon terms with our 


on- enemies, when our intercft is concerned in the treaty. 
Mr. Dignan’s attachment to commerce and agriculture is an 


no- appeal to the integrity of mankind, and if every man of fortune 

his would read and confult the doétrine he lays down for the en- 

and Couragement of both, this divided country would be enriched 

uth with the acquifition of patriots, who, tenacious of private, as 

ft a well as public virtue, would be faithful to its honour and 
intereft, 
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As we look further into our Author’s remarks on thofe ob. 
jects that are moft obnoxious to the well-being of every ftate, 
we obferve that he fpeaks in plainer terms; his language jg 
fomething more than an appeal, it is a remonftrance to the fenti- 
ments of every good citizen. Les conformmateurs—as the Author 
introduces them, fignify more than common beggars, they are 
vagrants of an higher clafs; to interpret the /pzrit of the Au. 
thor, we may fay for him—* Pen/foners are the greateft burthen 
upon a nation: men, who having nothing of their own, force 
themfelves upon their friends, and procure a living at their ex. 
pence, from the moft piteous infinuations: from an artful dif- 

lay of infirmities: from the moft importunate folicitations, 
and humbleft petitions, and by other devices ftill more fhame- 
ful and unmanly. Thefe are the people who occafien the ins 
creafe of taxes upon the induftritus citizen; and who only 
ferve to leffen the annual exportation; a wife legiflator would 
do well to employ every method to prevent the increafe, and if 
poflible to cut off every day from the lift fueh vaffals, fo obe 
noxious to the good of the commonweal.’ 

In the fubfequent paragraph the Author does not feem at li- 
berty to explain fully what he himfelf means by /es confomma- 
teurs—* 1 will not enter, fays be, upon the odious enumeration 
of thefe clafles of men who fall under this defcription,’ &c. &c. 
The Author feems, by his eflay, to be no bad politician, but 
this caution proves him a good one. 

This Effay appears to be perfectly well adapted for the edu- 
cation of youth, as the language, in general, is eafy and po- 
lite ; and as the principles it inculcates would open, upon the 
young fufceptible mind, an idea of public virtue, which might 
happily expand and grow into practice, in the mature ftages of 
manhood. The Author, we are informed, is himfelf very 
young ; yet, from the judgment he has fhewn in the arrange- 
ment of his materials, and the perfpicuity with which he has 
inveftigated the principles of political ceconomy, we cannot but 


confider him as a very promifing writer. » | 
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ANY vindications of the conduét of the Irifh Roman 
Catholics, with refpe&t to the memorable rebellion of 
1641, have been publifhed within a few years paft; and not 


* Dr. Curry. 
+ For an account of thefe Memoirs, fee Rev. vol. xxxvii. p» 13% 
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altogether without fuccefs. Warner’s Hiftory of Ireland, 
Brooke’s Vindication of the Irifh Roman Catholics, and our Au- 
thor’s former work, above referred to (with fome others) have 
all contributed to leffen the general odium caft on the people 
of that perfuafion, by the Proteftants, on account of the horrid 
maflacres and cruelties faid to have been perpetrated by the for- 
mer, on their fellow-fubjeéts of the Englifh pale. The evi- 
dences have been re-examined ; the facts newly ffated, on the 
moft approved authorities; and additional lights have appeared. 
We now fee that much may be juftly {aid in extenuation of the 
guilt of the Papifts ; and that the Proteftants were, in many 


} inftances, even more blameable. Great allowance, alfo, ought 


to be made for the former, from the many provocations given 
tothem by government ; whole oppreffions (dictated, no doubt, 
by the policy and exigencies of the times) they had long and 
patiently endured, before they broke out into actual refift- 
ance: and when they had recourfe to arms, it is no wonder 
that they aimed at the total extirpation of thofe troublefome in- 
mates whom they confidered as tyrannical, plundering invaders, 

With regard to the cruelties and murders faid to have been 
committed by the [rifh natives, fomented by religious zeal, the 
charge is ftrongly retorted on the other party ; and is fupported 
by fuch evidence as will not fail to excite the candid attention 
of every impartial reader. 

The Author of the elaborate work before us does not feem 
to have entered this field of controverfy, armed with the wea- 
pons of religious bigotry and party prejudice. He appears to be 
a moderate, fenfible, and philofophic inquirer after truth, though 
not deftitute of zeal for that Church in behalf of which he has 
employed his refearches and his pen: and he profefles to have 
intended his work rather to ‘ conciliate than irritate ;’ to © in- 
fruct, not to mifreprefent.? And, as the ingenious writer of 
the introductory dilcourfe obferves, * No honeft man of the 
prefent age (Proteftant or Papift) is concerned in the conduct 
of Proteftant or Papift of any former age, otherwife than by 
contrafting the caufes and effects in the one with thofe in the 
“Other, and inftru€ting us thereby to put a proper eftimate on 
our prefent happinefs, and to remove any ill impreffion the 
Public may ftill retain, in regard to times fo very different from 
ourown. This is placing a mirror before the reader, wherein 
beauties and deformities are fairly reflected ; and whereby de- 
ductions may be made, for improving our minds and manners, 
by the juftnefs of the reprefentation.’ 

The inftru€tion to be drawn from the perufal of this Hifto- 
tical Review is judicioufly pointed out, in the courfe of the 
introductory eflay ; which the Author concludes in the follow- 


ing terms ; 
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¢ If the Author has occafionally pafled cenfures on fome of 
our Roman Catholic predeceflors, relatively to fome falfe judg. 
ments and opinions, he has not done it impertinently, to guard 
the prefent generation of Roman Catholics againft fuch ex. 
ploded notions. He knows them too well to need being fo 
guarded, ‘The opinions he refers to (and they were no more 
than opinions) may be compared to chronic diftempers, which 
for a time make depredations on a found conftitution, and which 
fuch a conftitution will in time fhake off. The birth and pas 
rentage of thofe opinions can be eaiily traced, if men will be 
at the {mall pains of doing it. “They were the offspring of lo. 
cal interefts, nurfed by the paflions, and adopted by the poli- 
tics of the age. They are now no more, and the fhades which 
formerly enveloped the ignorant and unwary are difperfed. No 
Roman Catholic ts now interefled in errors which were but 
local, and have indeed been oppofed by Roman Catholics in 
the mft clouded days. In the light which time hath fpread 
ebout us, Papilts have got a full fight of their civil duty; and 
they profefs and practice it. To them we need not apply. Our 
prefent (uit is to Protcftants who ftill are jealous, and who may 
perhaps: be loth to part with miftakes, they have becn long in 
the habit of indulging. Some among them (and it is a good 
omen) have already fhaken off their captivity under thofe mif- 
takes ; and we wifh, and hope alfo, that others may make a 
philo‘ophic effort, and reflect that the opinions we have cen- 
fured were no other than what we have reprefented them to be, 
mere temporary and tranfient evils, from which no party (Pro- 
teftant or Papift) was exempt in the times we fpeak of. At 
prefent no party fhould be punifhed for opinions or principles 
which they are ready to abjure. The Papifts, it is true, avow 
doctrines, which they are bound by confcience to retain, and 
which their adverfaries will always condemn, It is not in this 
cafe as in the other. The opinion is fugitive, the doétrine 
permanent. Relatively to tenets of faith, a charge made on 
one fide, is admitted to be juft on the other. There can theres 
fore be no miftake in a cafe where all parties are agreed, and 
no gocd reafun can be affigned for charging men with doétrines 
they reject, when fo many are avowed, as would juftify the 
charge of error, if error it could be proved. Human {ociety ex- 
pofed by nature to fundry evils, requires no adventitious fup- 
ply from caufes wherein nature revolts, inftead of bearing a 
part, If the terms of Chriftian communion profeffed by Ro- 
man Catholics in every country, be deemed crimes punifhable 
in any; they muft fland to this in every punifhing country. 
They muft, in this cafe, oppofe the penalties of confcience to 
thofe of law, and refignedly yield to the lefler punifhment. 


¢ Enough 
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i « Enough is faid to fhew, that an union on civil principles 
yd practices, under the prefent eftablifhment, is fufficient for 
4.) the purpofes of civil fecurity ; and we need not go about to 
ove, that in our own Northern foil, and under our variable 
fo simates the profperity admitted by both, cannot be obtained, 
dias without the co-operation and mutual confidence of all our 
hich people. They muft be hands of mifchief indeed, that require 
hich | w be tied up from this co-operation, and heads devoid of all 
pas poneft principle, who fhould be an obftacle to fuch confidence. 
Ibe the Roman Catholics are by law excluded from permanent 
j property. Even infecurity is annexed to a flux-monied pro- 


keg | perty acquired by their induftry. But the penal laws they are 
hich expofed to, have long fince received a conftitutional ratification, 
Ng | wd while fuch laws exift, their religion commands obedience, 
bur | not refiftance. They have as little the inclination, as they 
5 in have the right, to feek any alleviation of their fufferings, but 
read | What they may obtain, from a Prince who has approved him- 
and felf the beft of Kings, at the head of a wife parliament.’ 


Our Dr. Curry has confined himfelf to the moft important pe- 
riod of the Irifh hiftory, as his title-page imports; but, as 





ad ] ptior caufes led to the events which he takes into confideration, 
00d the writer of the introductory difcourfe * has thought it not 
rif. improper * to give a fhort retro‘pect of anterior times.’—He be- 
>q | gins with what is called the Conguef of Ireland, in-the reign of 
= Henry Il. and briefly intimates in what manner thofe feeds of 
De, national diflenfion were fown, which fo rankly fprung up in 
02 the time of Elizabeth: * when the perverfenefs fo long im- 
At puted to the Irifh, as a people, was no longer charged on their 
es nature, but on their religion. Almoft every moral, and civil 
a duty, was then confined within the pale of an ecclefiaftical 
d party: every {pecies of treachery was placed beyond it. Real 
ig crimes were difowned by one faction, imaginary crimes were 
e imputed to another ; and this ftate of things occafioned guilt 
q on both fides, which in a different ftate, would undoubtedly be 
. avoided. High as moft of thefe crimes were, yet moft were 
| exagcerated, and the innocent fuffered with the guilty. To 
: complete the mifery of the times, the gofpel of peace was tor~ 
tured to defend the meafures, and fandctify the drunkennefs of 


every governing, as well as every refilting fet of men ; and thus 
it fared in Ireland, in fome time after the acceffion of Queen 


Elizabeth to the throne.’ 
In the courfe of his remarks, the Author of the introduGtion 


has thrown out fome ftri€tures on certain celebrated hiftorical 
writers who have given us accounts of the affairs of Ireland, 





a 


* The Introdu@ion to Dr, Cutry’s Review appears to be the work 
of another hand. : 
Gg4 during 











448 Curry’s Review of the Civil Wars in Ireland, 


during the period here referred to. Lord Clarendon and 
Mr. Hume are particularly, and perhaps not unjuftly, cenfured, 
Of the former he thus exprefles his opinion : 

¢ The Earl of Clarendon has left us an account of thofe times 
in the ftile rather of a pleader, than of an hiftorian. He was 
doubtlefs a nobleman of great abilities, but very unjuft to the 
Irifh nation. In reprefentations anticipated by fpiritual hatred 
and national prejudices, this man of ftrength, refigns all his 
vigour. No longer mafter of his fubject, he yields himfelf up a 
willing captive, to fuch informations as were correfpondent to 
his prior ideas of the people he undertakes to defcribe. He ap- 
pears to have been incapable of receiving fecond impreffions, 
and we can hardly en this account, charge him with delivering 
us aconfcious untruth. Hiftory in fuch hands is neither better 
nor worfe, than what the writer is enabled to make it, accord- 
ing to the degree of his partiality or averfion; and he mutt 
have little knowledge of men, who knows not, that this fpe- 
cies of human infirmity, is but too often an ingredient in fome 
of the beft, as it always is in the worft characters, with whom 
the infirmity ends in vice. Inthe beft, it refembles a cancer- 
ous excreicence on a beautiful face, and grows but too often 
out of our faireft principle, that of religion, from which it 
fhould, if poffible, be rooted. Were religious indifference ufe- 
ful in any inftance, it would be in this before us, where the 
more a man is lukewarm in religious party zeal, the nearer he 
approaches to the character of a true patriot and good citizen. 
But there is a ftrength of mind fuperior to religious indifference 
itfelf, which gives all the qualifications neceflary to conftitute 
a good man, and judicious hiftorian. This ftrength the Earl 
of Clarendon and other great men (Proteftants and Papifts) 
wanted, and {till want. As painters of former times, they 
may give a good likenefs: as contemporaries they are intoler- 
able; of all men the moft likely to be deceived, and the mot 
laborious to deceive. ‘The mifchief they circulate is in propor- 
tion to their abilities, and that rank in life, which render thofe 
abilities confpicuous,’ . 

With refpe& to Mr. Hume, he laments that one of the ableft 
writers of the prefent age, fhould (as an hiftorian) fuffer him- 
felf to be fo far led aftray by cotemporary writers (fuch as our 
Author has warmly reprobated for their attachments to Party 
rather than TRUTH) as to transfer al) or moft of the mifchiefs 
of the year 1641, in Ireland, from their original authors, to 
the unfortunate Irifh alone. ¢ Parties lefs aggrieved, fays he, 
in Scotland, were up before them, and drew the fword not 
only with impunity but with advantage. The Irifh in Ulfter 
who wanted to regain the lands they loft, follawed the example. 
We do not juftify the a& in either kingdom, We only ad- 
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yance in alleviation of the Irifh crime, that the majority of the 
nation have, in the two reigns of James and Charles, fuffered 
, cruel bondage of thirty-eight years with little intermif- 
fon, and had now the moft alarming profpect of extirpation 
before them. ‘They did not mean to withdraw their allegiance 
from the King ; even the weak leaders of the Northern rabble 
had no fuch intention. The latter began, and acted fingly. 
Their outrages on their firft fetting out were kept within fome 
hounds ; moft of the innocent Proteftants in the neighbouring 
diftriéts had time to efcape into places of fecurity, before many 
murders were committed. The Papifts in the other provinces 
had no fhare in their guilt; they immediately publifhed their 
deteftation of it. 

‘In general, they were fteady to their duty as Chriftians, 
and to their loyalty as fubjects. ‘They in their own defence 
tok up arms, not againft the King, but againft the King’s 
enemies, who announced their excifion in public refolutions, 
and parliamentary votes. ‘This is the truth of the fact. Mr. 
Hume paffes it uver as of no importance to the fubject of his 
hiftory. 

‘ He appears to have fat down with an intention to cure us 
of our unhappy-party prejudices, by pointing out their terrible 
confequences, in the Jaft age, of our condué as legiflators, and 
our feelings as men. In general his obfervations are admirable, 
and ftand in the place of excellent inftructions, enforced by 
ftriking examples. His miftakes at the fame time are hurtful, 
and a wound from fuch a hand muft be painful. But happily 
itcannot be mortal, in the cafe before us, as abundant mate- 
tials of true information are ftill preferved entire. The docu- 
ments in the following Review will fhew that Mr. Hume’s re- 
prefentation of Irifh affairs in 1641, is not true hiftory, but 
fine and pathetic writing. Pity it is, to find fuch a man adopt- 
ing the untruths of Sir John Temple, and {preading them ona 
new canvas heightened with all the colourings of his art. The 
piece has certainly coft him fome labour; for horror and pit 
ae wrought up here in high tragical Arains. But the Iri 
certainly have not fat for the picture; and Mr. Hume in this 
pat of his hiftory muft admit the juftnefs of a charge, that he 
has given a wrong direction to the paffions he has taken fo 
much pains to excite. : 

* Mr. Hume is ftill alive to review and correé fome miftakes 
in his hiftory ; and fhould he decline doing juftice in the cafe 
before us (what muft not be fuppofed) he, and not truth, will 
be affected.” 

Mr. Hume is not mow alive, to render that juftice to the Ro- 
man Catholics, which this Writer apprehends to be their due; 
but, we are informed, he has left behind him a corrected copy 
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of his Hiftory, in order to a new impreffion, with the Author’s 
lait improvements. When that edition fhall appear, it wil} 
then be feen what effec was produced by a certain application 
to Mr. Hume; of which Dr. Curry has, in this Hiftorical Re. 
view, given us the following anecdote : 

© In the year 1764, a copy of the Aiiforical Memoirs of the 
frifh Rebellion, wherein all thefe calumnies [meaning the hor- 
rid details in Temple’s Hiftory of the Irifh Rebellion, &c.] are 
clearly refuted by unqueftionable authority, was fent to Mr, 
Hume, when Secretary of the embatly at Paris, under Lord 
Hertford, in hopes of inducing him to correct thefe flagrant, 
and injurious miftakes, in a fubfequent edition of his hiftory, 
But the expected effect has not fince appeared. He, indeed, 
returned a polite but evafive anfwer, on that occafion, in which 
he fays, ** I am here at fuch a diftance from my authorities, 
that i cannot produce all the arguments which determined me 
to give the account you complain of, with regard to the Irith 
mailacre. I only remember [ fought truth, and thought I 
found it. The infurre&tion might be excufed, as having liberty 
for its obje&t. The violence alfo, of the puritanical parliament, 
ftruck a juft terrof into all the Catholics, But the method of 
conducting the rebellion, if we muft call it by that name, was 
certainly fuch (and you feem to own it) as deferved the highett 
blame, and was one of the moft violent efforts of barbarifm 
and bigotry united.” The authorities fent to him in the me- 
moirs above-mentioned, demonftrating his miftakes, are by 
both parties confefled to be undeniable. And indeed, it ap- 
pears from the fofter ftyle of this letter, that fince the writing 
of his hiftory, he has abated fomewhat of his declamatory vira- 
Jence with refpec to thofe infurgents, probably from the perufal 
of thefe authorities.’ 

The following ftri&ture is alfo paffed on a great lawyer of 
the prefent age: it is thus introduced : 

‘ The changes of religion in thefe kingdoms produced a moft 
memorable zra in our hiftory; and however the Reformation 
hath operated, in fpreading the bafe of civil liberty, yet it di- 
vided us into parties, and for a time produced terrible ftruggles 
for power and property in both kingdoms ; in Ireland efpecially 
thefe things had a period. When all power was fet on one 
fide, and that contention ceafed, yet the hatred which com- 
thenced with the orizinal difputes remained, and exerted itfelf 
with remarkable violence, in the framing of penal laws, which 
doubrlefs fhould be but few, in countries which exift by 1n- 
duftry, unlefs the object of fuch laws, be too formidable not t0 
require its removal at any expence to the Public. In this light 
hath Popery been held, from the very commencement of Queen 


Elizabeth’s reign, and is feen in no other to this day. No e€x- 
perience 
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rience of Papifts being known and acknowledged good fatne 
ects in other Proteftant countries ; no experience of their good 
conduct in Our own, could hitherto remove the idea of their 
being enemies by principle to our Proteftant eftablifhment. Sir 
William Blackftone, who has enlightened thefe nations by his 


| ,jmirable Commentaries on our laws, pronounces on this fub- 
j jet, like thofe who are content with the firft impreffions they 


eceive, and think but little on a fubjet, in which they are 
but lietle concerned. ‘* While Papifts,” he fays, ‘* acknow- 
«ledge a foreign power, fuperior to the fovercignty of the 
« kingdom, they cannot complain, if the laws of that king- 
« dom will not treat them on the footing of good fubjects.” 
With great deference to fo great an authority, this judgment 


| includes a charge, which it is impoffible to fupport, unlefs it 


an be proved that Englifh and Irifh Papifts are men of diffe- 
rent principles from their brethren in Hanover and Canada. 
But this is not the cafe ; the majority of Englifh Papifts, even 
inthe days of Queen Elizabeth (who ftripped them of power 
and liberty) acknowledged no authority fuperior to her fove- 
reignty, and renounced to the authority of Pius the Fifth, who 
wanted to withdraw them from the allegiance they owed her. 
This they have done, without any breach with the Roman fee 
in matters purely fpiritual ; in things, [ mean, which regard 
the next life, not the prefent. The Papifts of Ireland have, in 
aFormulary lately drawn up by themfelves, renounced any 
authority, civil or temporal, claimed or unclaimed, by any fo- 
reign Prince or Prelate whatfoever, recognizing at the fame time 
his Majefty’s title, and profeffing their allegiance to be due to 
bim folely. Thus it is at prefent, even in Spain and Portugal, 
where no fubject would dare own or recognize any foreign power 
fuperior to the fovereignty of thofe kingdoms; and nearer home 
in France, the fovereignty of that kingdom is fo jealoufly 
guarded, againft all foreign pretenders and pretenfions, that a 
profeflor who fhould bring this matter even into doubt, would 
be degraded from his office, if he did not meet with a feverer 
punifhment, Pity it is, that a point of knowledge, fo much 
within his reach, fhould efcape Judge Blackftone ; pity it is 
indeed, that fo great an authority, fhould be employed to give 
weight, and perhaps perpetuity to a popular error, fo injurious 
toa million of his Majefty’s good fubjects ; for fo I venture to 
cenominate them, notwith{tanding the hurt they do the Public 
through a legal incapacity to ferve it.’ 

Our candid Author laments the neceffity of faying fo much 
on this fubjeét, but he deems it highly expedient to offer a 
Word or two more upon a point of fuch oftenfible magnitude, 
# that of the papal fupremacy : 

¢ The 
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¢ The fupremacy of Popes, adds he, in matters merely fpirj. 
tual, and directed as it ought to be, for the prefervation of 
harmony and unity in the church, cannot be formidable to 
princes ;—thus ‘reftricted, it had for many ages been ufeful to 
them. The abufe of this fupremacy, and every ill-grounded 
claim foreign to it, may be removed, and (let me add) hag 
been removed. In the prefent age, Popes have no more the 
power of depofing Kings, or of abfolving fubjects from their 
allegiance, than they had in the days of Conftantine, who per- 
mitted a legal eftablifhment of their religion in Rome, the ca- 
pital of his empire. The claim to this depofing power began 
and operated only in times of bigotry and ignorance, and has 
been often oppofed even in the darkeft; in the dawn of know- 
ledge it could not do much mifchief; it could not operate in 
the light; and if any among us fhould be ftill found blind; 
fhould any fpiritual doctor among us attempt to juftify fuch a 
claim, he may be eafily detected by putting him to the teft of 
his civil orthodoxy. Such a man, if a Chriftian, will not ab- 
jure to the Public, what he teaches in private. It is againf 
fuch a man that the keen edge of penal laws fhould be em- 
ployed ; legiflative wifdom fhould here draw a line of partition, 
inftead of confounding the well principled, indifcriminately, 
with their oppofers.’ 

We fhall clofe our brief mention of this work, with the fol- 
lowing recommendation of it, in the words of the Jntroduétion: 
Jeaving our Readers to make what allowances may feem requi- 
fite for the partiality of a Frrenp [however honeft] both to 
the Hisrorran * and the Cause : 

¢ The Hiftorical Review now prefented to the Public, was 
intended intirely for expofing, in a proper light, things over 
which the fatal prejudices of the times have thrown much ob- 
fcurity. We would draw ufeful inftru€tions from our former 
calamities, and reconcile, by truth, men too long divided by 
miftakes. We have freely condemned, in this preliminary dif- 
courfe, the conduct of the Roman Catholics before the Refor- 
mation: we have had no call upon us to juftify it fince that 
time in any blameable cafe, and through the rebellion which 
fucceeded the year 1641 in particular, the Author of the fol- 
Jowing work has been free enough to expofe and cenfure the 
violence and ambition of fome among the clergy as well as 
Jaity, that the more juftice might be done to the virtue and pa- 
triotifm of others of the fame party. It was an age of infa- 
tuation and drunkennefs, among all parties (Proteftants and 
Papifts) throughout the three kingdoms, and an hiftorian who 
from prejudice cannot diftinguifh, or who from bye-ends will 


* Dr, Curry. 
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sot diftinguifh, between the mad and the fober, will acquit 
yimfelf but ill. He will not inftruct, but he certainly will 


miflead.’ es 


| art. X. An Apology for Chriftianity, in a Series of Letters, addrefied 





to Edward Gibbon, Efq; ‘‘ Author of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire,” By R. Watfon, D. D. F.R.S. and Regius Pro- 
feflor of Divinity in the Univerfity of Cambridge. 12mo. 38. 6d. 
fewed. White, &c. 


HOUGH very little variety or novelty is now to be ex- 

pected from the advocates of Chriftianity, yet the Apo- 
logy before us cannot fail of recommending itfelf to every reader, 
who looks upon the fubjeét as important, by the very liberal 
and f{prightly manner in which it is written. Obfervations, it 
mutt be acknowledged, are repeated, which have been often 
repeated, but for this the apologift cannot reafonably be blam- 
ed, While deifts continue to urge old objections, they have 
no right to expect new anfwers; when they make their attack 
upon different ground, it is furely time enough for their anta- 
gonifts to alter their mode of defence. It is obvious with ree 
(ett to this fubje&t, that, excepting a few metaphyfical fubtle- 
ties and refinements, modern deifts have advanced very little 
that is new; nay, farther, it muft be apparent to thofe who 


| have carefully ftudied the evidences of Chriftianity, that moft 


ofthem feem to have been ignorant where the real difficulties 
lay, and have drawn their objections chiefly from the creeds and 
fyftems of fallible men. And here we cannot help lamenting 
that fo excellent a fyftem of religion as that which is contained 
inthe New Teftament, fo well fuited to our nature and our 
circumftances, fo admirably calculated to promote the happi- 
nefs of individuals, and the welfare of fociety, fhould have its 
native beauty defaced, and its influence obftructed by unintelli- 
gible and abfurd doétrines, eftablifhed and fupported by human 
authority. While this continues to be the cafe, the clergy 
may multiply Apologies for Chriftianity, but infidelity will in- 
ceafe, and it is impoffible indeed it fhould be otherwife. We 
are fenfible that there are other caufes which contribute to the 
growth of infidelity ; but daily experience convinces us, that 
there is no caufe fo fruitful as that which we have mentioned ; 
itis indeed fo very obvious, that it is fcarce poffible it fhould 
efcape the moft tuperficial obfervation.—But, to our author. 
Dr. Watfon introduces his firft letter in the following liberal 
manner : 
‘SIR, 
_ * It would give me much uneafinefs to be reputed an enemy to free 
inquiry in religious matters, or as capable of being animated into 
any degree of perfona! malevolence againit thoie who differ from me 
2 in 
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in opinion. On the contrary, I Jook upon the right of private judg. 
ment, in every concern refpecting God and ourfelves, as faperior 
the contro] of human authority ; and have ever regarded free difgui. 
fition, as the beit mean of illuilrating the do¢trine, and eitablithin 


the truth of Chriftianity. Let the followers of Mahomet, and the 


zealots of the church of Rome, fupport their feveral religious fyitems 
by damping every effort of the human intellect to pry into the foun. 
dations of their faith; but never can it become a Chrittian, to be 
afcaid of being atked a reason of the faith that is in him; nora Pro. 
teflant, to be fludious of enveloping his religion in myflery and 
ignorance ; nor the church of England, to abandon that moderation, 
by which fhe permits every individual et fentire que velit, et que 


JSentiat dicere, 


‘It isnot, Sir, without fome relu€tance, that, under the influence 
of thefe opinions, I have prevailed upon myfelf to addrefs thefe let. 
ters to you; and you will attribute to the fame motive, my not hay. 
ing given you this trouble fooner. 1 had moreover an expectation, 
that the tafk would have been undertaken by fome perfon, capable 
of doing greater juftice to the fubje&t, and more worthy of your at. 
tention. Percciving however, that the two lait chapters, the fifteenth 
in particular, of your very laborious and claflical hiftory of the De- 
cline and Fall of the Roman Empire, had made upon many anim. 
prefiion not at all advantageous to Chriftianity ; and that the filence 
of others, of the clergy efpecially, began to be looked upon as an ac- 
quiefcence in what you had therein advanced ; 1 have thought it my 
duty, with the utmolt refpect and good-will towards you, to take the 
liberty of fuggefting to your confideration, a few remarks upon fome 
of the paflages, which have been efleemed (whether you meant, that 
they fhould be fo efteemed, or not) as powerfully militating againt 
that revelation, which {till is to many, what it formerly was to the 
Greeks, Foolifbne/i ; but which we deem to be true, to be the power of 
God unto falvation to every one that believeth. 

‘ To the inquiry, by what means the Chriftian faith obtained fo 
remarkable a victory over the eftablifhed religions of the earth, you 
tightly anfwer, By the evidence of the doctrine itfelf, and the ruling 
providence of it’s Author. But afterwards, in afligning for this afto- 
nifhing event five fecondary caufes, derived from the paffions of the 
humao heart and the general circumitances of mankind, you feemto 
fome to have infinuated, that Chriltianity, like other Impottures, 
might have made it’s way in the world, thcugh it’s origin had been 
as human as the means by whieh you fuppofe it was fpread. Itisno 
with or intention of mine, to faiten the odium of this infinuation upon 
you; I fhall fimply endeavour to thew, that the caufes you produce, 
are either inadequate to the attainment of the end propofed, or that 
their efliciency, great as you imagine it, was derived from other 
principles than thofe you have thought proper to mention.’ 

The firft caufe afligned by Mr. Gibbon is, the inflexible and 
intolerant zeal of the Chriftians, derived from the Fewifb religion, 
&c.—Dr. Watton allows that the zeal of the Chriftians was in- 
flexible,—=neither death nor life, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things prefent, nor things to come, could bend it into a feparation 
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from the love of God, which was in Chrift Fefus their Lord, He 


lows likewife, that the zeal of the Chriftians was intolerant, 
for it denounced tribulation and anguifh upon every foul of man that 
did evil, of the Few firft, and alfo of the Gentile; it would not 
tolerate in chriftian worfhip thofe who fupplicated the image of 
Czfar, who bowed down at the altars of paganifm, who mixed 
with the votaries of Venus, or wallowed in the filth of Baccha- 
nalian feftivals. 

But though the hiftorian and the divine are agreed, with re- 
gard to the inflexibility and intolerance of chrittian zeal, yet 
asto the principle from which this zeal was derived, they are 
toto c@lo, divided in opinion. ‘The former deduces it from the 
Jewith religion ; the latter, refers it to a full perfuafion of the 
truth of Chriftianity, as being a more adequate and a more ob- 
vious fource. It is a matter of real aftonifhment to him, he 
fays, that any one converfant with the hiltory of the firft pro- 
pagation of Chriftianity, acquainted with the oppofition it every 
where met with from the people of the Jews, and aware of the 
repugnancy which muft ever fubfift between its tenets and 
thofe of Judaifm, fhould ever think of deriving the zeal of the 
primitive chriftians from the Jewifh religion. In a word, he 
thinks, that fuch a zeal as Mr. Gibbon defcribes, from what- 
ever principle it may be fuppofed to have proceeded, could 
never have been devifed by any human underftanding, as a pro- 
bable means of promoting the progrefs of a reformation in reli- 
gion; and, particularly, that it could never have been thought 
of, or adopted by a few ignorant and unconnedted men. 

In his fecond letter, our Author confiders the doéd?rine of a fue 
ture life, which is the fecond of the caufes to which Mr. Gib- 
bon attributes the quick increafe of Chriftianity. 

‘ Now, fays Dr. Watfon, if we impartially confider the circum- 
flances of the perfons, to whom the doétrine, not fimply of a future 
life, but of a future life accompanied with punifhments as well as re- 
wards ; not only ofthe immortality of the foul, but of the immor- 
tality of the foul accompanied with that of the refurreétion, was de- 
livered ; I cannot be of opinion that, abftraéted from the fupernatur- 
al teftimony by which it was enforced, it could have met with any 
very extenfive reception amongit them.’ 

* It was not that kind of future life, which they expefted ; it did 
not hold out to them the punifhments of the infernal regions, as ani/les 
fabulas : to the queftion, Quid fi poft mortem maneant animi? they 
could not anfwer with Cicero and the philofophers,—Beatos effe con- 
cedo;—becaufe there was a great probability, that it might be quite 
otherwife with them. Iam not to learn, that there are paffages to 
be picked up in the writings of the ancients, ‘which might be~pro- 
duced as proofs of their expecting a future ftate of punifhment for the 
fagitious ; but this opinion was worn out of credit, before the tithe 
of our Saviour: the whole difpetation in the firft book of the ‘Tufcy- 
lan Queftions, goes upon the other fuppofition: nor was the ab- 
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fardity of the doétrine of future punifhments confined to the writin 
of the philofophers, or the circles of the learned and polite; for Ci. 
cero, to mention no others, makes no fecret of it in his public plead. 
ings before the people at large. You yourfelf, Sir, have referred tg 
his oration for Cluentius; in this oration, you may remember, he 
makes great mention of a very abandoned fellow, who had forged I 
know not how many wills, murdered I know not how many Wives, 
and perpetrated a thoufand other villainies ; yet even to this profli- 
gate, by name Oppianicus, he is perfuaded, that death was not the 
occafion of anyevil+. Hence, I think, we may conclude, that fuch 
of the Romans, as were not wholly infected with the annihilating no. 
tions of Epicurus, but entertained (whether from remote tradition, or 
enlightened argumentation) hopes of a future life, had no manner of 
expectations of fuch a life, as included in it the feverity of punith. 
ment, denounced in the Chriftian fcheme againft the wicked. 

¢ Nor was it that kind of future life, which ‘they wifhed; they 
would have been glad enough of an Elyfium, which could have ad- 
mitted into it men who had fpent this life, in the perpetration of 
every vice, which can debafe and pollute the human heart. To a. 
bandon every feducing gratification of fenfe, to pluck up every la. 
tent root of ambition, to fubdue every impulfe of revenge, to diveft 
themfelves of every inveterate habit, in which their glory and their 
pleafure confifted ; to do all this and more, before they could look 
up tothe doétrine of a future life, without terror and amazement, 
was not, one would think, an eafy undertaking; nor was it likely, 
that many would forfake the religious inftitutions of their anceftors, 
fet at nought the gods, under whofe aufpices the Capitol had been 
founded, and Rome made miftrefs of the world, and fuffer themfelves 
to be perfuaded into the belief of atenet, the very mention of which 
made Felix tremble, by any thing lefs than a full conviction of the fu- 
pernatural authority of thofe who taught it. 

‘ The feveral fchools of Gentile philofophers had difcuffed, with 
no fmall fubtlety, every argument, which reafon could fuggeft, for 
and againft the immortality of the foul ; and thofe uncertain glim- 
merings of the light of nature, would have prepared the minds of the 
learned for the reception of the full illuftration of this fubje& by the 
gofpel, had not the refurrection been a part of the doétrine therein 
advanced. But that this corporal frame, which is hourly moulder- 
ing away, and refolved at laft into the undiftinguifhed mafs of ele- 
ments, from which it was at firft derived, fhould ever be clothed with 
immortality ; that this corruptible foould ever put on incorruption, is a 
truth fo far removed from the apprehenfion of philofophical refearch, 
fo diffonant from the common conceptions of mankind, that amongtt 
all ranks and perfuafions of men it was efteemed an impofiible thing. 
At Athens the philofophers had liftened with patience to Str. Paul, 
whilft they conceived him but a fetter forth of firange gods; but as 
foon as they comprehended, that by the avaracic, he meant the re- 
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farreQtion, they turned from him with contempt. It was principally 
the infiting upon the fame topic, which made Feftus think, that 
auch learning had made him mad: and the queftions, ow are the dead 
raifed up? and, with what body do they come? feem, by Paal’s foll- 
citade to anfwer them with fullnefs and precifion, to have been not 
unfrequently propofed to him, by thofe who were defirous of becom. 
ing Chriftians, : ; 

‘ The doétrine of a future life then, as promulged in the gofpel, 
being neither agreeable to the expectations, nor correfponding with the 
withes, nor conformable to the reafon of the Gentiles, I can difco- 
ver no motive (fetting afide the true one, the divine power of its firft 
preachers) which could induce them to receive it; and in confe- 
quence of their belief, to conform their loofe morals to the rigid 
fandard of gofpel purity, upon the mere authority of a few con- 
temptible ifhermen of Judea. And even you yourfelf, Sir, feem to 
have changed your opinion, concerning the eflicacy of the expetta- 
tion of a future life in converting the Heathens, when you obferve in 
the following chapter, that ‘* the Pagan multitude referving their 
“ gratitude for temporal benefits alone, rejected the ineftimable pre- 
« fent of life and immortality, which was offered to mankind by Jefus 
“ of Nazareth.” | 

‘ Montefquieu is of opinion, that it will ever be impoffible for 
Chriftianity to eftablith itfelfin China and the eait, from this cirs 
cumftance, that it prohibits a plurality of wives : how then could it 
have been poflible for it to have pervaded the voluptuous Capitol, and 
traverfed the utmoft limits of the empire of Rome, by the feeble 
efforts of human induftry, or human knavery ?’ 

This letter likewife contains many pertinent obfervations 


concerning the doctrines of Chrift’s fpeedy appearance, the 
millennium, &c. In his third letter, the Doétor confiders 
whether the miraculous powers, afcribed to the primitive church, 
and mentioned by Mr. Gibbon as the third of the fecondary 
caufes of the rapid growth of Chriftianity, were in any eminent 
degree calculated to fpread the belief of Chriftianity among a 
great and an enlightened people. 

‘ Caft youreyes, Sir, fayshe, upon the church of Rome, and afk 
yourfelf (I put the queftion to your heart, and beg you will confult 
that for an anfwer; afk yourfelf), whether-her abfurd pretenfions 
to that very kind of miraculous powers you have difplayed as ope- 
rating to the increafe of Chriftianity, have not converted half her 
bumbers to Proteftantifm, and the other half to Infidelity? Neither 
thefword of the civil magiftrate, nor the poffeffion of the keys of 
heaven, nor the terrors of her fpiritual thunder, have been abe to 
keep within her pale, even thofe who have been bred up in her faith; 
how then fhould you think, that the very caufe, which hath alinok 
txtinguifhed Chriftianity amongft Chriftians, fhould have ettablithed 
it amongft Pagans? I beg I may not be mifunderftood; [do not 
take upon me to fay, that all the miracles recorded in the hi‘tory of 
the primitive charch after the apottolical age, were furgeties; i: is 
hreign to the prefent purpofe to deliver any opinion upon chat fub- 
e&s but I do beg leave toiefit upon this, that fuch of then as 
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were forgeries, muft in that learned age, by their eafy deteAion, 
have rather impeded, than accelerated the progrefs of Chriftianity ; 
and it appears very probable to me, that nothing but the recent pre. 
vailing evidence, of real, unquettioned, apottolical miracles, could 
have Retired the infant church from being dellroyed by thofe, which 
were falfely afcribed to it.’ 

In his fourth letter, which is a fhort one, Dr. Watfon ¢on- 
fiders what Mr. Gibbon has advanced concerning the fourth of 
the caufes of ‘he rapid growth of Chriftianity, wz. the virtues of 
the firjt Ch iflians.—He obferves, that Mr. Gibbon is eloquent 
in defcribing the auitere morality of the primitive Chriftians, 
as adverfe to the propenfities of fenfe, and abhorrent from all 
the innocent pleafures and amufements of life; that he enlarges 
with a ftudied minutenefs upon their cenfures of luxury, and 
their fentiments concerning marriage and chaftity; but that in 
this circumftantial enumeration of their errors, ot their faults 
(which he is under no neceflity of denying or excufing) he 
feems to have forgot the very purpofe for which he profefles to 
have introduced the mention of them; for that the picture he 
has drawn is fo hideous, and the colouring fo difma), that in- 
ftead of alluring to a clofer infpection, it muft have made every 
man of pleafure, or of fenfe, turn from it with horror or dif- 

uft ; and that fe far from contributing to the rapid growth of 

hriftianity by the aufterity of their manners, it muft be a 
wonder to any one, how the firft Chriftians ever made a fingle 
convert. 

The unicn and the difcipline of the Chriftian -Church, or, 
as Mr. Gibbon calls it, the Chriftian republic, ‘is the Jaft of the 
five fecondary caufes afligned for the rapid and extenfive fpread 
of Chriftianity, and is the fubject of our author’s fifth letter, 
which contains many pertinent and judicious remarks, but for 
which, we muft refer our readers to the work itfelf ; though it 
is no® without a confiderable degree of reluétance that we deny 
ourfelves the pleafure of extending, to a greater length, our a¢- 
count of fo fentible and fpirited a performance. 

The fixth letter is introduced in the following manner: 

* I mean not to detain you Jong with my remarks upon your fix- 
teenth Chapter; for in a thort apology for Chriftianity, it cannot 
expected, that I fhould apologize at lenoth, for the indifcretions of 
the firft Chrittians. Nor have I any difpofition to reap a malicious 
pleafure, from exaggerating, what you have had fo much good 
natured pleafure in extenuating, the truculent barbarity of their Ro- 
man perfecutors. 

¢ M, de Voltaire has embraced every opportunity of contrafting the 
perfecuting temper of the Chriftian3 with the mild tolerance of the 
ancient heathens ; and I never read a page of his upon this fubjet 
without thinking Chriftianity materially, if not intentionally, oblig- 
ed to him, for his endeavours to deprefs the lofty {pirit of po 
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bigotry. I may with juftice pay the fame compliment to you ; and I 
do it with fincerity ; heartily wifhing, thatin the profecution of your 
work, you may render every fpecies of intolerance univerfaily de- 
telable. There is no reafon, why you fhould abate the afperity of 
oar invective; fince no one can fufpeé&t you of a defign to iraduce 
Chriftianity, under the guife of a zeal againft perfecution; or if any 
one fhould be fo fimple, he need but open the gofpel to be convinced, 
that fuch a fcheme is too palpably abfurd, to have ever entered the 
head of any fenfible and impartial man.’ 

The Do€tor concludes his fixth and laft letter in the fame 
genteel manner in which he introduced his firtt. 

‘I may not probably have convinced you, fays he, that you are 
wrong in any thing, which you have advanced ; or that the authors 
you have quoted, will not fupport you in the inferences you have 
drawn from their works; or that Chriftianity ought to be diilin- 

vithed from it’s corruptions; yet I may, perhaps, have had the good 
Sane to leffen, in the minds of others, fome of that diilixe to the 
Chriftian religion, which the perufal of your book had unhappily 
excited. | have touched but upon general topics; for I fhould have 
wearied Out. your patience, to fay nothing of my readers, or my 
own, had I enlarged upon every thing in which | diflent from you ; 
and a minute examination of your work would, moreover, have had 
the appearance of a captions difpofition, to defcend into illiberal per- 
fonalities ; and might have produced a certain acrimony of fentiment 
or expreflion, which may be ferviccable in fupplying the place of 
argument, or adding a zeit to a dull compofition ; but has nothing 
todo with the inveitization of truth. Sorry fhall I be, if what L 
have written, fhould give the leaft interruption to the profecution of 
the great work, in which you are engaged; the world is now pofleff- 
ed of the opinion of us both, upon the fubjeé in queftion ; and it 
may, perhaps, be proper for us both to leave it in this ttate; I fay 
not this, from any backwardnefs to acknowledge my miitakes, when 
Iam convinced that Iam in an error; but to exprefs the almoft in- 
fuperable reluctance, which I feel to the bandying abufive argument, 
in public controverfy: it is not, in good truth, a difficult tak, to 
chaftife the froward petulance of thofe, who miftake perfonal in- 
vive for reafoning, and clumfy banter for ingenuity; but it is a 
dirty bofinefs at beit, and fhould never be undertaken by a man of 
any temper, except when the intereits of ttuth may fuffer by his ne-~ 
gle. Nothing of this nature, Iam fenfible, is to be expected from 
a and if any thing of the kind has happened to efcape myfelf, I 
ons difclaim the intention of faying it, and heartily with it 
anfaid. 

* Will you permit me, Sir, through this channel (I may not, per- 
haps, have another fo good an opportunity of doing it) to addrefs a 
few words? not to yourfelf, but io a fet of men, who difturb all fee 
nous company with their profane declamation againil Chrittianity ; 
and who having picked up in their travels, or the writings of the deiits, 
4 few flimfy objections, infe& with their ignorant and irreverent ri- 
icule, the ingenuous minds of the rifing generation.’ 

» We moft incerely and earneftly recommend an attentive per- 
ufal of our Author's concluding Add¢refs to thofe perfons for 
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whom it is intended, it being impoffible, in our Opinion, to 
read it with any degree of care and ferioufnefs, without being 
ftruck’ with the force and manly fpirit wherewith it is written, 
‘The following extract, upon a curious fubject, we need make 
fio apology for inferting. 

‘ Before I put an end to this Addrefs, fays our Author, I cannot 
help taking notice of an argument, by which fome philofophers have 
of late endeavoured to overturn the whole fyftem of revelation: and 
it is the more neceflary to give an anfwer to their objection, as it js 
become a common fubjeét of philofophical converfation, efpecially 
amongtt thofe, who have vifited the continent. The objection tends 
to invalidate, as is fuppofed, the authority of Mofes; by thewing, 
that the earth is much older, than it can be proved to be from his ac. 
eount of the creation, and the fcripture chronology. We contend, 
that fix thoufand years have not yetelapfed, fince the creation; and 
thefe philofophers contend, that they have indubitable proof of the 
earth’s being at the leaft fourteen thoufand years old ; and they com- 
plain, that Mofes hangs as a dead weight upon them, and blunts all 
their zeal for inquiry *. 

‘ The Canonico Recupero, who, it feems, is engaged in writing 
the hiftory of mount Etna, has difcovered a ftratum of Java, which 
flowed from that mountain, according to his opinion, in the time of 
the fecond Punic war, or about two thoufand years ago; this ftra- 
tum is not yet covered with foil, fufficient for the produdtion of either 
corn or vines; it requires then, fays the canon, two thoufand years, 
at leaft, to convert a ftratum of lava into a fertile field. In finkinga 
pit near Jaci, in the neighbourhood of Etna, they have difcovered 
evident marks of feven dittinét lavas, one under the other; the fur- 
faces of which are parallel, and moft of them covered with a thick 
bed of rich earth; now, the eruption, which formed the loweft of 
thefe lavas (if we may be allowed to reafon, fays the Canon, from 
analogy), flowed from the mountain at leaft fourteen thoufand years 
ago.—It might be briefly anfwered to this objeétion, by denying, 
that there is any thing in the hiftory of Mofes repugnant to this opt- 
nion concerning the great antiquity of the earth ; for though the rife 
and progrefs of arts and {ciences, and the {mall multiplication of the 
haman fpecies, render it almoft to a demonftration probable, that 
man has not exifted longer upon the furface of this earth, than ac- 
cording to the Mofaic account; yet, that the earth itfelf was then 
created out of nothing, when man was placed upon it, is not, ace 
cording to the fentiments of fome philofophers, to be proved from 
the original text of facred fcripture ; we might, I fay, reply, with thele 
philofophers, to this formidable objection of the Canon, by granting 
it in it’s full extent; we are under no neceflity, however, of adopting 
their opinion, in order to fhew the weaknefs of the Canon’s reafon- 
ing. For in the firft place, the Canon has not fatisfactorily eftablith- 
ed his main fact, that the lava in queftion, is the identical lava, 
which Diodorus Siculus mentions to have flowed from Emma, in the 
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fecond Carthaginian war; and in the fecond place, it may be ob- 
ferved, that the time neceffary for converting lavas into fertile fields, 
mutt be very different, according to the different confiitencies of the 
lavas, and their different fituations, with refped to elevation or de- 
preflion ; to their being expofed to winds, rains, and to other cir- 
cumftances ; juft as the time, in which the heaps of iron flag (which 
refembles lava) are covered with verdure, is different at different fur- 
naces, according to the nature of the flag, and fituation of the fur- 
nace; and fomething of this kind is deducible from the account of 
the Canon himfelf; fince the crevices of this famous ftratum are really 
full of rich, good foil, and have pretty large trees growing in them. 

‘ But if this fhould be thought not fuflicient to remove the objec- 
tion, I will produce the Canon an analogy in oppofition to his, ana- 
logy, and which is grounded on more certain facts. Etna and Ve- 
fuvius refemble each other, in the caufes which produce their erup- 
tions, and in the nature of their lavas, and in the time neceffary to 
mellow them into foil fit for vegetation ; or if there be any flight dif- 
ference in this refpeét, 1t is probably not greater than what fubfifts 
between different lavas of the fame mountain. This being admitted, 
which no philofopher will deny, the Canon’s analogy will prove juft 
nothing at all, if we can produce an inftance of feven different lavas 
(with interjacent ftrata of vegetable earth) which have flowed from 
mount Vefuvius, within the fpace, not of fourteen thoufand, but of 
fomewhat lefs than feventeen hundred years ; for then, according to 
our analogy, a ftratum of lava may be covered with vegetable (oil, 
in about two hundred and fifty years, inftead of requiring two thou- 
fand for the purpofe. The eruption of Vefuvius, which deftroyed 
Herculaneum and Pompeii, is rendered ftill more famous by the 
death of Pliny, recorded by his nephew, in his letter to Tacitus ; 
this event happened in the year 79; it is not yet then quite feventeen 
hundred years, fince Herculaneum was {wallowed up: but we are 
informed by unqueftionable authority, that ‘* the matter which ca- 
“ vers the ancient town of Herculaneum, is not the produce of one 
“ eruption only ; for there are evident marks, that the matter of fix 
“ eruptions has taken it’s courfe over that which lies. immediate] 
“ above the town, and was the caufe of it’s deftruction. Thefe 
“ ftrata are either of lava or burnt matter, with veins of good foil 
“ betwixt them *.”—I will not add another word upon this fubject ; 
except that the bifhop of the diocefe, was not much out in his ad- 
vice to Canonico Recupero—to take care, not to make his mountain 
older than Mofes ; though it would have been full as well, to have 
hut his mouth with a reafon, as to have ftopped it with the dread of 
an ecclefiaftical cenfure.’ 

We now conclude this article with acquainting our readers, 
that fome judicious remarks on certain paflages in Mr. Gibbon’s 
hiftory are annexed to our Author’s letters ; they were com- 
Municated to him, he tells us, when his letters were in a 


great meafure printed off, by ** R. Wynne, reéor of St. 
Alphage, London.” RR. 


* Sir W. Hamilton's Remarks on the foil of Naples, &c, Phil. 
tanfagtions, vol. Ixi, 
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Ant. XI. Remarts on the Two laff Chapters of Mr. Gibbon's History - 
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. In a Letter to a Friend, - 
svo 3s. Od. Payne, &c. P 

HAT the two laft chapters of Mr. Gibbon’s elegant and C 
valuable hiftory fhould not pafs without public animad. te 
verfion, can be matter of furprife to no one who has atten. 

tively peru‘ed them, and who coniiders the difficulty of treating fr 

a fubject of fo delicate and interefting a nature, in fuch a man | 

ner as fhall give fatisfaction to Readers of different views and re 
prejudices. “Two Anfwers have, accordingly, made their ap. It 
pearance, and others, we are informed, will foon be publithed, in 
The Remarks now before us are written in a candid and jj. mi 
beral manner; they fhew the Author to be a fcholar and a gen. 
tlemang*and they contain fome things that merit Mr. Gibbon’s fig 
attention. : 
One unhappy bias, we are told, prevails throughout the r 
whole courfe of Mr. Gibbon’s refearches; the apologifts of , 
Coriftianity are vilified on every occafion ; the objetions of its . 
adverfaries induftrioufly brought forward, and the teftimonies qu 
in favour of our religion, fometimes wholly concealed, at other be 
times mifreprefented. ab 


« The paffages, fays our Author, which I allude to, from the na- 
ture of the work itfelf, affe&t only, for the moft part, the hiftory of of 





the firft ages of Chriftianity, But there are atfo, far too many ob- fhe 
Jique and ungenerous infinuations, which fail not to fuggeft their do 
own proper inferences, and which affect materially, the general 
credit of Chriftianity. ei 
« The enemy himfelf in the mean time, often lies hid behind the of 
fhield of fome bolder warrior; and fhoots his envenomed darts, un- kn 
der the proteCtion of fome avowed heretic, of the age.—It may be ! 
‘added, that the fingular addrefs of the hiflorian, has ferved even to mc 
make the laboured arguments of modern writers, coincide with the wil 
defcription of a remote period of antiquity; and has introduced its 
many well-known objections to Chriftianity, which the refined {cep- 22 
ticifm of the prefent age, claims for its own*. I fhall endeavour 
to oppofe his oblique cenfures, by open argument; and fhall en- in : 
quire into the real weight of the objections, which he has thought ‘ 
fit :0 fet before us, with the ftri€teft candour. , tla 
‘ It fhould be remarked carefully, that it is not the Author’s de- pal 
fign, to account for the propagation of Chriftianity from its earlief gre 
date, but during a particular period only. - 
: — e 
f 

* * We are obliged to attribute to the prefent age, the invention se 
ef many metapbyfical fubtleties, and perhaps of fome arguments of ty 


another kind; but for the moft part, even the licentioufnefs of m0 
dern infidelity, has been only able to revive old arguments, difguifed 
under fome new form. This is a truth, which muft ftrike every 
ene, verfed in the hiflory of infidelity, with the ftrongeft convicme 
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‘ The firft, and moft remarkable period of the hiftory of its mi- 
raculous propagation, will not certainly, be found, to be concerned 
in his cifquifitions, fince it is not comprehended in his defign. He 
will be found on examination, to have confidered only, that later 

eriod, which commences after the times of the apoftles, and which 

exhibits to us not the firft planting, but the fucceffive increafe of 
Chriftianity, after it had already taken root, and covered a very ex- 
tenfive tract of country. 

‘ Ifat any time he aicends higher, he deviates, ftriftly {peaking, 
from his proper fubject. 

‘ Our Author has not indeed made any formal declaration, from 
what period he means to enquire into the progrefs of the eftablith- 
ment of Chriflianity, becaufe, probably it did not feem neceflary. 
Jt muft naturally be concluded, that he cannot have meant to enter 
jnto any earlier difquifition on the fubje@t, than falls within the im- 
mediate compafs of his hiftory. 

‘ Refpecting his general plan, he acquaints us, that it is his de- 
fign, in his three firit and introductory chapters, ‘* to defcribe the 
“ profperous condition of the empire, and afterwards from the death 
“ of Marcus Antoninus to deduce the moft important circumftances 
“ of its decline and fall ¢.’" But ‘the death of Marcus Antoninus, 
happened towards the clofe of the fecond century; and we mutt 
conclude therefore, evcn in juttice to the hiftorian, that his en- 
quiry, as to its exprefs and immediate defign, cannot be meant to 
be carried any higher; and is not confequently, at ali concerned 
about the propagation of Chrifliavity, in the age of the apoftles. 

‘ But this age, contains the moit lriking period, of the hiftory 
of the propagation, of our religion.—A_ period, neverthelefs fo 
fhort, that taking its date, before the middie of the firft ceatury, it 
does not extend even to the clofe of it. 

* The laft apostolic journey of St. Paul, ended in the year fixty- 
tight. In the courfe of little more than thirty years after the death 
of Chrift, his doctrine was fpread, through a great part of the 
known world, 

‘It was fpread from the Euphrates to the Tiber, even in the 
moft populous cities; and the foolifhnefs of preaching overcame the 
wifdom of famous orators, and philofophers, as the fteady piety of 


Its votaries, overcame alfo the formidable oppofition, of its moft 


zealous enemies. 
* And the evidence of this period, it appears then, we are ftill lefe 


in full poffeffion of. 


_‘ A period of fuch peculiar importance in the annals of Chrif- 
tianity, that the judicious advocate of our faith, will ever, princi- 


pally infift on it. He will however infift alfo, though ina lefs de- 


gree, on the fucceeding fingular growth of Chriftianity, amidft the 
meft cruel perfecutions, and in {pie of the moft terrifying oppofition. 
He will not decline, to give an anfwer,-to many even of the moit 
favourite objections, that are fometimes urged, as to the charaéter 
and conduct of the firft Chriftians ; nor refufe to meet the enemy of 
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his faith, though he hgs artfully made a diverfion, into a country 
which he is lefs properly called on, to defend, ; 

With regard however to the charatter of the firft Chriftians, the 
matter may perhaps, fairly be ftated thus. 

‘ It is a debt, that we ewe certainly to their memories, that we 
owe to Chriftianity in general, to keep them untainted, as far as 
may be, by the breath of flander; and we need not fear on the 
whole to affirm, that their lives did honour to their profeffion. But 
if on the other hand, the fentiments of individuals thould fometimes 
be found uncharitable and unbecoming; if even their lives thould 
have been difgraceful to their faith, we are in no fort, concerned to 
defend their caute, as the caufe of Chriftianity itfelf. We aiay la. 
ment that fo pure a religion fhould fo foon have contratted a mix. 
ture of corruption, even during ber firfl refidence on earth, but we 
mav find comfort in the reflexion, that every material evidence, by 
which it is fupported, ftill remains in full force ; and that the av. 
thentic records of her doctrines, may ftill teach us what fruits they 
ought to have brought forth in others, and fhould yet produce in us.’ 

Our Author now proceeds to acquaint his Readers that it is 
by no means his defign to follow Mr. Gibbon through all kis 
refearches ; that his remarks fhall be confined rather to parti- 
cular paflages; that it fhall be more efpecially his fubjed, to 
examine diligently into the force of the feveral teftimonies col- 
leéted, in fupport of his affertions ; fince fhould thefe be found 
to fail, the fuperftructure built upon them muft fall in con- 
fequence. 

‘ I fhall attend particularly alfo, fays he, to fuch fhort but figni- 
ficant reflections, not immediately relating to the fubje& of his hif- 
tory, as our Author has occafionally indulged himfelf in, in the 
courfe of his general notes. From thefe, perhaps the true temper 
and defign of our hiftorian may beft be collected, fince in attending 
to them, we follow him as it were, into his moft fecret receffes, and 
hear him {peaking in his own perfon. For all fuch refleétions too, 
he is more immediately accountable, fhould it be found, that the 
hiflory itfelf can by no means be faid to have required them.’ 

Having now laid before our Readers the Author’s defign, we 
fhall feleét a few of his remarks, and refer them for the reft to 
the work itfelf, which, from its very nature, is incapable of a 
regular abftract. | 

Much ftrefs, he fays, is laid by Mr. Gibbon, on his firft fup- 
pofed caufe of the rapid growth of the Chriftian Church.—But 
it does not feem altogether eafy to explain, our Author fays, 
how an inflexible and intolerant zeal, {uch as condemned even the 
moft harmlefs ceremonies of Paganifm, could invite Pagans, 
amidft all their prejudices, to embrace Chriftianity. It might 
indeed, he obferyes, produce the only effe€&t Mr. Gibbon has 
affigned to it, in the recapitulation of his argument; it might 
fupply Chriftians with that invincible valour, which fhould 
keep them firm to their received principles, but it could a4 
€ 
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be of fervice in converting Pagans. This fecondary caufe, 
therefore, he thinks inadequate to its declared effect. 

As to the next caufe alleged, more force may certainly be 
attributed to it; and the triends of Cariftianity will very readily 
acknowledge the doctrine of a future life, brought to light by 
the gofpel, to have had its fhare in fpreading the belief of it. 
But with what propriety, our Author afks, can this be confi- 
dered as an human caufe? Is not this diftinguifhed excellence 
of the Chriftian revelation to be confidered rather as a part of 
the convincing evidence of the doétrine itfelf (p. 450 of Mr. Gib- 
bon’s Hift. 1ft Ed.) and as belonging to the very effence of the 
gofpel ? If fo, it is altogether improperly enumerated among the 
fecondary caufes which affifted the truth of the Chriftian re- 
jigion. 

“T he miraculous powers afcribed to the primitive church, 
are afligned as a third caufe. And here our Author readily 
joins iffue with Mr. Gibbon, but at the fame time reminds him, 
that he gains no ftep towards accounting for the growth of 
Chriftianity, from human caufes, while he fets before us, the 
{uppofed extraordinary interpofition of the hand of God, | 

Both Seneca.and Pliny, Mr. Gibbon tells us, have recorded 
all the great phenomena of nature, earthquakes, meteors, co- 
mets, and eclipfes, which their indefatigable curiofity could col- 
le&. But they have omitted to mention that particular eclipfe 
which is related to have happened at the time of the crucifixion. 
—Our Author’s anfwer to this is as follows : 

‘ Of the three chapters referred to in Seneca, two of them treat 
only of comets and meteors, and one of earthquakes. But his dif- 
guifitions in this chapter, relate only to fuch earthquakes as had 

troduced their ufual and dreadful effects in deflroying cities, and 
Garying thoufands. His attention therefore, cannot properly be fup- 
pofed to have been directed, towards a far different kind of earth- 
quake, which, though it rent the rocks, and divided the vail of the 
temple in twain, does not appear to have occafioned any fuch da- 
mage as might entitle it to a place, among that clafs of earthquakes, 
which the philofopher, alone confiders. Of eciip/es, the more im- 
mediate fubject of the prefent argument, zo ome, of thefe chapters 
eats; nor have 1 been fortunate enough, to difcover, even elfe- 
where, in the courfe of Seneca’s laborious work, any enumeration 
of eclipfes, ** collé&ted by his indefatigable curiofity*.” But in 
Pliny, we are told ** a diftin®t chapter is devoted to eclipfes of an ex- 
“ traordinary nature, and unafual duration,’ ** who contents himfelf 
“ neverthelefs, with. defcribing the fingular defeét of light, which 
“followed the murder of Cefar.” As the beft folution of the diffie 
culty, I will repeat to you, this :mportant chapter, ‘* devoted” as it 
is, to eclipfes of that kind, among which, it 1s contended, the per- 
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ternatural darknefs, in queftion, ought to have found a place, It 
will not detain you long. 

‘© There are, fays our philofopher, eclipfes of an extraordinary 

* nature, and unufual duration, fuch as that which followed the 
** murder of Czfar, and in the war with Antony; when a perpetual 
** palenefs covered the fun, almott throughout the whole year +.” 
You have the whole chapter laid before you. 
_ © You will now perhaps be furprized at the ferious manner, jn 
which this objection is propofed, It mult appear furely from the 
whole of the chapter, that it was not the philofopher’s defign to re. 
cord all the moft remarkable eclipfes, that might be collected, bus 
merely to confirm the general truth of his propofition, {fo far, as not to 
leave it wholly without proof. Why he fhould have fixed particularly 
on a traditional inflance, relating to Ceiar, will eafily be conceived, 
when it is recolle&ed, how flattering the mention of it might prove, 
and that ‘* this feafon of obfcurity, had already been celebrated by 
© moft of the poets, and hiftorians of that memorable age {.” 

* Had this latter objection, been really formidable, it yet might 
have been fufficient perhaps, to have remarked, that a mere filence, 
concerning any fact, in perfons at leaft, but accidentally called oa; 
to make mention of it, cannot properly be confidered as of an 
weight, in oppofition to the pofitive evidence of thofe, whofe expels 
bufinefs it is to record it. 

* And we might have infifted farther on that ‘ carelefs indiffe- 
‘rence,’ which it is acknowledged, ‘* the mcft copious and the mof 
“* minute. of the Pagan writers have fhewn to the affairs of the 
** Chrittians ||.” : 
__ * But we have, no need to recur to fuch folutions, when it ap- 
pears, that of the two philofophers, appealed to, the one has not 
_any where defignedly recorded eclipfes, and the other has only treated 
‘of them in fuch a manner, as to give us no reafon to expect the men- 
tion of the darknefs of the paflion, in preference, to that of other 
inftances, which the hifiory of his own nation, fupplied him with, 

Our Author goes on. to obferve that what Mr. Gibban fays 
of the conduct of the Roman government towards the Chrif- 
-tians, is in reality a laboured apology for it, rather-than a dif- 
-interefted relation of mere facts ; that the guilt of the princes 

.and magiftrates of Rome is induftrioufly palliated ; the moft 
ftubborn proofs occafionally turned afide from their plain and 
natural fignification, and the perfecuted Chriftians confidered 
in that light ony, in which the moft bigoted of their perfecutors 
would have placed them. It is every where fuppofed, we are 
told, according to the fpirit of the argument adopted, that the 
Chriftians were acknowledged criminals, and, without doubt, 
merited the punifhments inflicted on them.. On this idea, the 


———, 





| + ‘Po 158. Fiunt prodigiofi S longiores defeetus ; qualis occifo Ca- 

Jare, 9 Antoniano bello, totius fere anni. pallore perpetuo, Plin. Nat. 
Hift. lib. Il, c. 30. fol, edit. Paris, 1723.’ 
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eonduct of their perfecutors is apologized for, and the indulgent 
irit of Rome and cf Polythetjm (p. 508) is extolled, either on 
gecount of the nature of the punifhments they infliced, or of 
the occafional cefiation of their cruelties. 

Our Auther farther obferves upon this fubjeét, that Mr, Gib- 
bon afcends beyond the proper liniits of his hiftory, to ftate 
tous, the periccution under Nero, It is eafier, he fays, to fee 
the reafon of this digreffion from his fubject, than to juftify 
the propriety of it. “Ihe intent, we are told, is, to blot out, 
if potlible, from the page of hiftory, one diftinguifhed perfecu- 
tion of the Chriftians, by the affiftance of a refined conjeéture. 
' Eufebius, according to Mr, Gibbon, frankly confetles, that 
he has related whatfoever might redound to the glory, and has 
fupprefled al] that could tend to the difgrace of religion. ‘This 
isan heavy accufation, and our Author endeavours to flew that 
itis entirely groundlefs, It is impoffibie, he fays, to reconcile 
the exprefs words of the charge exhibited with any part of the 
paflages appealed to, and obferves that there is a remarkabie 
goreemert between the interpretation which Mr. Gibbon has 
adopted, and the French tranflation of Monf. Caufin.—He (Eu- 
febius) has related whatever might redaund to the glory, and fup. 
sefled all that could tend to the difgrace of religion, ate the 
words of Mr. Gibbon —Ne voulant donc rien mettre devant 
les yeux de fideles, que ce qui peut re/ever Thonneur de notre reo 
ligion, are the words in which Monf. Cautin, according to his 
loofe method of interpretation, has,chofen to exprefs what farms 
the fubftance of full three preceding fentences ; and has, at the 
fame time, entirely mifled his readers as to the true fenfe of his 
Author. . 7 

This ftriking fimilarity between the interpretations of Mr. 
Gibbon and Monf. Caufin, our Author leaves to others to ac- 
count for.—But we muft refer gur Readers to the REMARKS 
themfelves for what is farther advanced in vindication of the 
character of Eufebius. R. 
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FOREIGN LITERATURE, 
(By our CoRRESPONDENTS.,) 


NETHERLANDS. 
ArT. I. 
HE bookfellers at Amfterdam have publifhed a very en- 
tertaining work, which is, at the fame time, far from 
being deftitute of inftruGtion, under the following title: Rela- 
ton, ou ‘fournal d’un Officier Frangoife, Se. i. €. The biftorical 
Journal of a French Officer in the Service of the Confederates in Po- 


fand, who was taken by the Ruffians, and fent into Siberia. Am- 


flerdam. 1776. The Author of this Journal is THessy ps 
5 Buicour 
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Beicour, a Lieutenant-colonel of infantry, whofe exile in 
Siberia, during the {pace of three years, furnifhed him with map 

occafions of making curious obfervations on that country. Hig 
defign in publifhing the Journal feems to be upright and hy. 
mane; it is to inform the auguft Emprefs of Ruffia of the little 
regard that is paid in Siberia to the orders which fhe has, with 
fo much clemency and goodnefs, fent thither in favour either 
of thofe who are condemned toexile, or thofe who are condu@ed 
there as prifoners of war, or of thofe who are fent on Purpofe 
to augment the population of the country. The author piveg 
us an account of the behaviour of the greateft part of the go. 
vernors and fubaltern officers in that northern region, of the 
authority they aflume, and which they think themfelves entitled 
to abufe with impunity, on account of their diftance from the 
Imperial court; he defcribes the deplorable condition of thofe 
who are fubjected to their orders, which are generally diated 
by the odious principles of fordid avarice or defpotic caprice; 
be fhews the defects of their adminiftration and the manner of 
corre&ing them, fo as to promote, at the fame time, the intes 
vefts of the fovereign and the well-being of the people; he de. 
feribes the country and the adjacent diftricts ; he takes notice 
of the nature of the foil, and the manners of the people; and 
makes judicious obfervations on the religion and commerce of 
the Siberians. Thefe obfervations will contribute to rectify 
the falfe notions of thefe matters and others of like importance, 
that have been imparted by feveral authors, and efpecially by 
M. de Voltaire, who (as our Journalift remarks) knows little 
more of the country than its roubles ; and the Abbé Chappe, 
who took all his accounts from hearfay, while he was riding 
pot from place to place. 

We hope for the honour of the Ruffian government, that the 
accounts our author gives of the military difcipline, or rather 
execution in Siberia, and of the manner of condu@ting and treat- 
ing there, exiles, ftate prifoners, and even the colonifts, are 
exagegeratted ; for they infpire horror, in the ftrongeft and moft 
extenfive fignification of that term. His accounts of Ca/an and 
Mofcow are more favourable to the Ruffians in fome refpedts ; 
but in general his portrait of that people, which is well com- 
pofed both in point of colouring and expreffion, is much to 
their difadvantage. Our author was at Cafan when Pugatchew 
was in arms, and he relates feveral circumftances of the progrefs 
and operations of that rebel chief. His account of the different 
nations, that inhabit, or wander, in the northern parts of the 
Ruffian empire, and to the north-eaft, is curious and inftrudtive, 
notwithftanding its brevity ; and the extra&t of a Relation of a 
Voyage into Siberia, which is placed at the end of this Journal, 
will give both pleafure and information to the reader. 

LEYDEN. 
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LEYDEN. 

1. Differtatio Philologica de Vita et Scriptis Longini, &e. i. e& 
f Philological Differtation concerning the Life and Writings of 
Loncinus. 4to. ‘This academical production, which bears 
he name of P, SCHARDAM, was compofed under the iafpec- 
tion, and (as may be fuppofed) under the directing influence of 
he ingenious and learned Profeflor RUHNKENIUs, one of the 

incipal ornaments of the univerfity of Leyden. The re- 
farches it contains throw more light upon the character, edu- 
ation, tafte, and philofophy of Longinus, than any thing of 
the kind we have yet met with; and we find here an accurate 
it of the writings and fragments of that eminent man, that 
have hitherto been but imperfectly known. 

HaGue. 

Ill. Plan de Reformation des Etudes Elementaries,i.e.A Plan for 
reforming the ordinary Method of Elementary Study, by M. Bo- 
ELLY, Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences and Belles- 
Lettres, and Profeflor of Eloquence, &c. at Berlin. 8vo. 1776. 
This excellent publication, which difcovers tafte, judgment, 
and an extenfive knowledge of human nature, is the refult of 
much experience inthe important art of teaching. The inge- 
nious author had long formed the defign of drawing up an 
Elementary Courfe of Study, and he executed this defign on occa 


| fion of the reform which the King of Poland propofes to make ina 
j the fyftem of public education, having appointed a commiffion for 


that purpofe about a year ago. The plan of Mr. Borelly is 
nobly fketched, and is very extenfive ; it is alfo more liberal, 
than could well be expected from a writer, who, by his con- 
nexions in France, before he fixed his refidence at Berlin, we 
fuppofe to have been a member of that famous fociety, whofe 
fuppreffion has left fo many fchools of learning vacant in Ro- 
mith countries. 

The fubjects relative to education which are briefly treated 
inthis little work, are comprehended in fifty-two articles, of 
which we fhall give a more particular account, (if time and 


place permit) in our Appendix. 


GERMANY and the NORTH. 


LEIPsSsIC. 

IV. A new volume of Profeflor Meiner’s Philofophical Mi/= 
tllanies, has been lately publithed (Vermifchte Philofophifche 
Schriften) which contains Five Diferiations on the following 
intrelting fubjects :—Confeioufnefs:—The Portrait of Epicurus, 
and the Contradictions of bis Theclogy.—The Apathy of the Stoics,— 
The Sources of Confolation, which the Ancients had to remove the 
Terrors of Death,—and the Opinions of the ancient Philofophers cons 
erning the State of the Soul after Death. 

| V. Phy- 
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V. Phyficalifehe, Chymifche Abhandlungen, Sc, i. e. Differtation 
relative to Natural Philofophy and Chemifiry. By-M. F, Chrifto. 
pher Erxleben, Profefflor at Gottingen. The firft of the 
Differtations contained in this collection treats of Fixed Air and 
the Acidum Pingue, the fecond of the Purple Mineral, the third 
of the Al/um of Gravenhart, and the fourth contains remarks op 
the rapid congelation of water, that had been feparated from aj] 
contact with the air of the atmofphere. The laft Differtatiog 
comprehends a variety of objects, and confifts of obfervations 
on a lettuce-plant, loaded with prolific flowers of different 
forms, on the Emberiza Navalis and an Emberiza Calandra, 
which was obferved near Gottingen, and on a very convenient 
machine for impregnating water with fixed air. 

VI. Petri Caroli Guilielmi L. B. ab Hohental, Liber de Politica, 
ad/perfis animadverfionibus de Caufarum Politia et Fuflitia dif. 
ferentiis, i.e. A Treatife on Political Sctence, with Obfervas 
tions concerning the diflinétive Charadiers of Police and Furifpru. 
dence. By Baron Hohental. This is an ufeful and judicious 
work, and deferves to be read by thofe who have at heart the 
internal profperity of a nation. 

VIENNA. 

VII. The Work entitled The Hifory of the Fine Arts, as thy 
were cultivated in ancient Times, which was compofed, feveral 
ycars ago, by the late Abbé Winkelman, though it contained 
evident proofs of the learning, tafte, and genius of that cele- 
brated virtuofo, was neverthelefs chargeable with many defedts, 
and even with feveral errors. This was owing to the rapidity 
and precipitation with which it was compofed. When the 
ingenious author had more leifure and was in eafier circum- 
ftances, he fat down coolly and reviewed his work, correéted 
faults, fupplied defects, lopped off fuperfluities, and made many 
changes of the greateft confequence. The hand of an affaffin 
put an end to his life, when he was ready to publifh this new 
edition of his work, and the fcience of antiquity and the fine arts 
could not have fuftained a more fenfible lols, by the deceafe of 
any other of their votaries, ‘The new edition of this incompa- 
rable work is at length publifhed, with all its improvements, ia 
a large quarto volume at Vienna, under the following title, 
Fobann. WINKELMAN Gefehichte der kunft des Althorthums, Se 
1. e. An Hiftory of the Arts of Antiquity, by, &c. Dedicated to 
the Prince of Kaunitz-Rietberg. The term Hiffory in this 
title is taken, as we fee by the work, in an extenfive fignifica- 
tion ; for under it, we have a theoretical and practical fyftem 
of art, as well as an account of its improvement and_progrefs. 
The plan of the work, in its prefent form, is as follows: In the 
firft part we find.a feries of chapters, in which the author ome 
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ofthe origin of the arts, and the caufes o :, 
they bore in different nations; of the eared mele ro afpects 
Egyptians, Phenicians, Perfians, Hetrurians, and th nong the 
yours, and finally among the Greeks and Roniane The neigh- 
texhibits difcuffions of a more difficult nature, fi » fecond 
relative tO the influence of times and aicundbiineds as thofe 
tae and progrefs of the arts. His obfervations sent. ona 
fyre ground to build upon before the time of Phidias ; a a 
hat period to the time of Alexander, and from th ; but from 
extirpation of liberty in Greece, he has a noble aad on to the 
fiates in it with all the judgment of a critic, and il » and expa- 
snaccomplifhed connoifleur. The chronolo ew tafte of 
arts of Greece, fubdued and fubjected to the ent iftory of the 
— piece, and terminates the work, whofe publiouden*we 
gwe to the care and ~ — — as Arts at Vienna. 
VIII, Neue Bibliothek, Se. i. e. » fl 
if fearce and curtous Books, together he oe “ Repofitory 
ome learned Men of ancient Times, which on “ Ai es 
ft time. By Mr. HummEL. 8vo. 17 mig aye the 
this collection, by analyfis or extraét on’ f am e have in 
three {carce books, many of them curious ne ance of fixty- 
slfo the copy of a newly-difcovered manufcri n Peres a as 
Tacitus, De Aforibus Germanorum, which oi ‘ the treatife of 
ing to the collaters of various readings e very intereft- 
FRIBURG in Briff " 
_ 1X. We muft menti ones 
inten en chevguee ncaa “ange ssp which, indeed, 
the lovers of Italian hiftory and literat eure confequence to 
filence on that account. It is the ie pelt peer over in 
Hitery of Italy, by Francelco Guieciardini, (Delia I ——— 
inXX. Books. 4to. 4 Volumes Th te Storia di, &c.) 
formed of the caftrations, uutilations oat world was not in- 
a the edition of this celebrated se ee a 
ed in the year , was pub- 
Florence nate Ay re P er 7} = edition was printed at 
before Apoftolo- Zeno publithed ri 0, the author’s nephew) 
the Librarian of Italian Eloquence ? notes on the work entitled 
ihae the Chevalier Aec, Adored . It appears from thefe notes, 
nufcript of Guicci nae adiagelire er aries: the original ma- 
M ip uicciardini’s hiftory, which 
bdicis, with his pri ’ is in the library of the 
inal s printed copy, found that the |! y : 
ofiderably mutilated. ‘The circumft e latter had been 
of the government of Florence, at the ances and political views 
appeared, prevented the nen ne time thar this firft edition 
te author had compoted it: it is suute eeubintany Waces 
° 7 OnCEN? ‘Tre. 
ary tothe Grand Duke, curtailed it greatly, and aan 
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in many places fo different from the original text, that the 
true and genuine hiftory may be faid to appear now for the 
firft time. The bookfeller who has undertaken the prefeng 
edition declares, that he has printed it after the manufcript, 
reviewed and corrected by the author, which is to be feen in the 
library of Magliabecchi at Florence. He has alfo enriched this 
edition with the life of the author, his portrait, a Catalogue of 
the different editions of this hiftory, fummaries, indexes, and 
inftrudtive notes, 
PARI & 

X. An anonymous author has publifhed the fix and pre. 
liminary volume of a large work entitled, Accord de la Phil. 
fophie avec la Religion, prouve par une Suite de Difcours hifloriques 
et critiques, relatifs a treize Epoques, Sc. i.e. The Union ang 
Agreement of Philofophy and Religion, proved by a Series of bifta. 
vical and critical Difcourfes, relative to thirteen Epochas, marked 
in the Courfe of Ages. Volume \{t. 12m0. The author deli 
neates, in this volume, the plan of his work, which is vaft and 
comprehenfive, taking in the ideas and opinions of men in all 
periods of the world, the progrefflive motion of truth, the birth 
of error, and fhewing by hiftorical faéts, thoroughly examined 
and afcertained, the harmony that has always fubfifted between 
philofophy and religion. The reader will fee in the execution 
of this plan, the patriarchal religion, pure in its fource, but 
corrupted in its ftreams by the various theological fyftems of 
paganifm ;—the primitive religion unfolded under the Mofaic 
difpenfation ;—the follies of Grecian and Roman paganifm, 
which the different philofophical fects were incapable of reforms 
ing ;—the light, that was diffufed by the Mofaic difpenfation 
and its happy effects, in preparing mankind for a more perfec& 
revelation ;—the fublime character of the Founder of Chrifti- 
anity, and the marvellous eftablifhment of that divine religion 
together with the fects and herefies that divided the church, 
when fupported by the imperial throne of the Czfars ;—the 
rife and progrefs of Mahometanifm ;—the eftablifhment of the 
Weftern Empire by Charlemagne, and the ftate of Chriftianity 
from his reign to the downfall of the Eaftern Empire, together 
with the effects relative to that religion, that were produced by 
the fall of that empire and the propagation of letters in the 
weft in confequence thereof ;—the ftate of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, and the rife and progrefs of the reformation introduced 
by Luther and Calvin; (the great /fumbling-block of Romifh 
theologifts ;) the moral and intelleCtual ftate of mankind ;—the 
ftate of Chriftianity from the middle of the feventeenth century 
to the middle of the prefent, and the fingular revolution in the 


human mind, that has taken place in our times; together = 
2 6 
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the attempts of infidelity and irreligion to erect an empire. 
gych is the plan of the extenfive and interefting work, of which 
the firft and prelimipary volume is now before us. 

XI. In this age of Dictionaries, one of the moft ex tenfively 
yeful to young ftudents, which we have met with, is the 
Distionaire geographique, biflorique, et mythal-gique, portatif, Se, 
i.e. A portable Digtionary, geographical, hijlorica!, and myth:lgi- 
ual, which contains a Defeription of the Empires, Kingdoms, and 
Guatries, that were known to the Ancients, with their various 
Denominations, and the Rev:lutions that have happened within their 
Limits; as alfo the Situation of their Cities, with thir Names, b2th 
ancient and modern, likewife thofe of Seas, Gu'pis, [/ls, Harbours, 
Rivers, Lakes, Mountains, and Capes.—Finally, a Summary of the 
Lives of the moft illuftrious Men of Autt quity, with an Account of the 
fabulous Gods and Heroes of Pagarifm, to affi/t the young Student 
in reading with Advantage the Grech and Latin Authors. By Mr. 
FURGAULT, Profeflor in the Univerfity of Paris. 8vo. 

XII. Geographie Univerfelle a [Ufage des Colleses, Se. 1. e. 
Univerfal Geography for the Ufe of Scho ls and cther Seminaries of 
Education. By Mr. Roger, Ancient Profeflor cf f Philofophy 
at Chalons Sur-Saonne. ‘This fecond edition of an excellent 
elementary book is ftill fuperior to the firft. 

XIII, La Fortification Perpendiculaire, Se. i. e. Perpen- 
dicular Fortification, or an Effay concerning different Methods of 
fortifying the Right Line, the Triangle, the Szucre, and all Paly- 
gons, Whatever the Dimenfions of their Sides may bey by giving a 
perpendicular Direétion to their Defence; tn wi hich alfe Methor 
are propofed for improving the Strength ef Places already forty fed, 
and Plans of Redoubts, Forts and Latren.bmon ts, confirudled on new 
Principles: the whole enriched and illuftrated by “Cuts executed by the 
ali? Exgravers. By the Marquis of MonTALEMBERT, Mare 
hil of the King’s Camps and Armies, Lieutenant general of 
the Provinces of Sainton; ge, &c. Member of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences, and of the Imperial Ac cacemy of Peterfburg, 
Volume I. gto. 1776.~—The defign of this work is to ren- 
det fortified towns impregnable; and it is acknowledged by th 
firft-rate connoiffeurs to be a mafter-piece of its kind. The 
author complains of the modern me:hod of emp!cying baftions, 
which are not, even fince the invention of cannon, fo rood a 
defence as the o!d-fafhioned perpendicular walls, flanke d with 
towers. He fhews thatthe towns in France i that are fortified 
with baftions, put the government to a prodigious and unne- 
cellary expence, a refift | feebly,~ — are liable to be furprifed,—thae 
Itts'eafy to filence their batterics,—that they are taken as foon 
% this happens, nay often, while their fire continues ion its 
greateft virour. The learned and ingenious author prefcribes 
imedies for all thefe incenyeniencies in the towns already 
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fortified, and fhews how they may be prevented in the fortif. 
cations that are to be raifed in the time to come, by his per. 
endicular works. 

XLV. Ejprit des Ujages et des Coutumes des differens Peuples, 
Ec. is €. Quinteffence (for we know not how to tranflate it 
otherwife) of the Cujtoms and Manners of different Nations, o 
Obfervations drawn from varisus Travelers and  Hiftorians, 
3 Vols. By Mr. de Muenien. 1776. This collection is by 
no means the work of a vulgar compiler ; it is well chofen, en. 
tertaining, and inftructive, 

XV. Ejjais Politiques fur LP Autorité et les Riches que Clergé, &e, 
i.e. Political Effays on the Authority and Opulence that have been 
acquired by the fecular and regular Clergy fince their firft Eftablif. 
ment. By M. GorzMan. r2mo. 1776. In thele effays 
the ingenious author examines the bond of union which conneés 
monaflic eftablifhments with the political fyftem of the coun. 
tries where they take place, compares the advantages thac have 
refulted from their fuppreffion in fome nations, and from their 
continuance in others, and inquires into the bett methods of 
making them indemnify the {tate on the one hand, for what 
it lofes by them on the other. 

XVI. M. Moutard, bookfeller, has actually in the prefs, and 
intends to publifh immediately, the two firft volumes ofa large 
work propofed to fubfcribers, and of which four volumes are tg 
be publifhed annually until the whole (which is to be com- 
prifed in 30 volumes in r2mo with maps) fhall be finithed, 
This work is entitled Le Co/mographe, ou Defcrittion hiftorique, 
politique, phyfique, Fe. i.e. The Cofmographer, or an biflorical, 
political, philojophical, and literary Defcriptin of the known World, 
The two volumes, which are in the prefs, contain the Prefac, 
an Abridgment of Aflronomy confidered in its relation to geoe 
eraphy, the Theory of the Earth, a general Defcription of the 
terreftrial Globe with its priacipal Divifions, and fuch hiftorical, 
political, phyfical and literary Obfervations or Fats as belong 
to this general View of the Earth. The kingdom of France, 
with which the authors of this undertaking (for it is the work 
ofa fociety) intend to begin their particular detail, will be the 
fubjeét of the two fubfequent volumes, which are to appear in 
July 1777+ 

XVII. Lettre de Md. de Voltaire & l Academie Francife, St 
i.e. A Letter from M. de Voltaire to the French Academy, read 
publicly in that Affembly on the — of St. Louis, the 23¢ of 
Augufi 1776. Here the poet of Ferney naufeoufly deprai/es him- 
{elf through fome fulfome pages, and then gathers and fcrapes 
together all the low paflages which Shakefpeare, either tainted 
by, or complying with, the tafte and manners of his age, let drop 
from wis pen. 
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MeDICAL. 

At. 13. The New Method of curing Difeafes by infpecting the 
Urine, explained : As practifed by the German Doctor. dvo. 13, 
Bew. 17706 

HE Author inveighs againft Meyerfbach for his impolture, 
_ laughs at his ignorance, and recites the experiments which 
he been made upon his All, He has colle&ted a number of {tories 
sout the Doétor’s blunders: fuch as that of his difcovering [by 
infpection of the /iguid| a woman to be * with child,’ when, un- 
ikily, it turned out that fhe was /eventy years old ;—that of, his 
ponouncing the water of a confumptive girl to have been made by 

“fome old man,” afflicted with the gravel :—and that of his declaring 

1 young gentleman” to be in a violent fever, when it happened 

that the patient was an o/d cow, who had, very innocently, helped 

me wags to play the doétor this ugly trick *.”’ 

it cannot, however, be affirmed that nobody, befide the Dofor 
himf@lf, is benefited by his fingular mode of practice, fince the pam- 
jblteers allo feem to be making money of it. 

Art. 14. The Impoflor Detected; ot the Phyfician the greater 
Cheat: Being a candid Inquiry concerning the Prattice of Dr. 
Meyerfbach ;—containing a faithful Account of many remarkable 
Cures performed by him, which had been deemed incurable — 
Being a full Refutation of the fophiitical Arguments and invidious 
Reflections of Dr. Lett/om, and others, 8vo. 1s. Od. Wilkie. 
Abufes Dr. Letifom, extols Dr. Meyerfbach, ard recites a parcel 

unparalleled cures performed by the latter: on which miraculous 

les this writer (uxknown) comments, and argues, and proves, and 


§ «proves,—in order to convince the world that the German Doétor 


nut, neceflarily, pofiefs greater fkill, or difpenfe better medicines, 
than the faculty, who could not work fuch wonders, can boaft. But, 
wtwithftanding the affeéted triumphs of this champion without a name, 
liseutmoft e.Forts feem too feeble to parry the powerful thrufts of 
the refolute and vigorous Le:tiom +; who appears determined { to 


j®icue the public from the faial effeéts of a moft dangerous delufion, 


ind a moft impudent impoiture. 

Ait.15. An Effay on Gleets, ce. By J. P. Marat, M. D. 4to. 
ise Nicoll. 

Whatever may be the abilities or fuccefs of this Author, as a 

Petitioner, we cannot entertain any favourable idea of him as a 

rit, when we find him {peaking of the matter difcharged ina 


—... 





"Other, fimilar, experiments, are related; but we have given 
ough, Some cafes are alfo recited, in which the Dottor’s methods 
treatment are faid to have proved fatal. 

t See our account of the Doctor’s pamphiet againft Meyerfbach, 
Rev, OGober, p. 314. 

{Vid Dr. Lettfom’s frequent attacks upon the Urine Doétor, in a 
Ktefion of letters. &c. printed in the Daily Gazetteer, 

| gleet, 
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gleet, as proceeding in fome cafes, froma * rarefaPion Of the fiuids 

caufed by the expantion of the éxterzal air; a3 happens in {pring wad 

autumn, two feafons where the atmofphere, being lefs elaflic, does 
mot oppofe fo great a refillance to the action of the znternal air,’ 

_ In the practical part of the work, the Author difplays his fuccefy 

in the cure of feveral cleets unfucceisfully treated by M. Daran him. 

felf; and gives an account of the principles on which his method of 
eure is founded, with the avowed liberal view of * promoiing the 
good of fociety ;;—not forgetting, however, in a ind of dedication 
to the worthipful company of furgeons in London, to give the Reader 

a hint where he may be {poke with. 

Art. 16. The Phyfical Friend; pointing out the Symptoms of every 
Difterrper incident to Man; with thofe in every Stage of the Difeafe, 
and what they foretel, Ee. Se. Se. By J. A. M.D. and F.R,S, 
127mo. 2s. Od. Baldwin. 1776. 

"this phyfical friend is one of the tameft and moft harmlefs of the 
clafs of medical writers and compilers, which fo abounds in this writ. 
ing and compiling age of ours. Whether his friendly profeffions, 
which fill a crowded title page, be fincere or not; he can, at leat, 
do youno mifchief. Fie is 

‘ Acvake to bux, but not alive to fting :? 

for there is nota fingle recipe recommended, or even hinted at in his 

whole performance. ‘ Many a perjon,’ fays this confiderate compiler, 

‘having loft his life, owing to an ignorance of his diforder,—I 

thought I could not do mankind a greater fervice, than by laying be- 

fore the Reader the fymptoms of each particular difeafe; which will 
enable him to call in advice before it be too late.’ Accordingly, 
under the different titles of dileafes, the diagnofes, as your medical 
people call them, are given, together with the good and bad figns; 
principally and avowedly compiled from Allen’s old compilation; 
and each paragraph is figned in form by Hippocrates, C. Aurelianus, 

Etmollerus, &c. and other reverend names in as: the whole calcu 

Jated to inform the Reader what name to give his diforder—which 

muft be a great comfort to a fick man—and whether he is bad 

enough to fend for the dotior, or may fafely keep his money in his 
pocket—which is another great comfort, Should he prefer the latter 
alternative, we would then recommend him to the friendly gentleman 
in the next article. 5B 

Art. 17. The Adodern Family Phyfician, or the Art of Healing 
made eafy; being a plain Defcription of Difeafes, Sc. with the Me 
thods of Cure, Se. 8vo. 35s. bound. Newbery. 1775. 

The preceding compiler is fententious, pithy, and aphorifical; 
this is a long-winded gentleman, a compiler too, who pro/és through 
thirty fix chapters of dull and tedious advice, copied and minced 
from the writings of Sydenham, Mead, Sloane, Buchan, and others. 
—Surely the public will at leneth be furfeited with thefe medical 
hafhes, ferved up thus repeatediy, by fuch a fet of woeful cooks : ' 
Art. 18. Eight anatomical Tobles cf the human Eody , containing 

the principal Parts of the Skeletons and Mufcles reprefented in the 

Jarge Tables of Albinus ; to which are added concile Explanation’ 

By john Innes, Zdindurgh printed. 4to. 6s. Od, in Boards. 

Sold by Becket in London, 

Thele 
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Thefe tables are defigned by Mr. Innes to accompany a f.ort de- 
{cription of the human mufcles lately pubhihed by him*., ‘They 
are copies on a fmall fcalc, of fome of the clegant and accurate 
plates of Albinus; and may be ferviceable to fuch anatomical fn- 


dents as have not accefs to the originals; which is all, conideving 
the minutene{s of the figures, and the mediocrity of their execution, 
that we can fay in their favour. A 
MATHEMATICS, , 
Art.19. 4 Syflem of Military Mathematics. By Lewis Lochée, 

Matter of the Military Academy, Litile Chelfea. Svo. 2 Vols. 

12s. fewed. Cadell. 1776. 

The foliowing account is given by the author himfelf of this 
work, © The firit volume contains arithmetic and algebra; and the 
fecond thofe parts of geometry that comprehend the menfuratioa of 
diftances acceflible and inacceffibic, of plain furfaces, and of prifms, 
cylinders, cones, f{pheres, and other folid bodies. ‘11 


fciences I have endeavoured to illuitrate by a confant application of 
them to the various duties and employments of milttary fervice ; and 


the order in whtch the feveral parts are ranged, though it may differ 
from that which is acopted by others, is by repeated experience 
found to be moft rational in itfelf, and moft infru€tive to the 
fiudent.’ 

I: will be fafficient to cbferve, that this {’flem 1s drawn up with 
judgment; that itis well calculated to anfwer the particular purpofe 
for which the author defigns it; and tha: it may be perofed with 
picafure and advantage by others, who are not educated for a mili- 
tary profeffion. Thefe two vulumes form pari of a courfe of military 
mathematics, which the authcr propofes to puriue, if he meeis with 
fuitable encouragement. RK 

AMERICAN CONTROVERSY, **$. 
Art. 20. 4 Leiter to the Rev. Fofiah Tucker, D. D. Dean of 

Gloucefter, in 4u/wer to his ‘* Humble Addrefs and Earneft Ap- 

peal, &c.” With a Poffcript, in which the prefent War with 

America is fhewn to be the Effet, not of the Caufes affigned by 

him and others, but of a fixed Plan of Adminiftraticn, founded in 

System: The Janded oppofed to the commercial! Intereft of the 

State, being as the Means in order to the End. By Samuei Eit- 

wick, L.L D. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Almon. 

The Dean has here met with a very lively, fenfible, and able anta- 
Gonit, Mr. Eftwick is an acute reafoncr, and an entertaining 
Writer, His letter abounds not only with pertinent and jut, bat 
With pleafant, remarks on the Humble Addre/3, and on its revered 
author ; and, on the whole, he appears to be well informed with ree 
{pect to every branch of the important areument which he has un- 
dertaken to maintain, in oppoition to fo creat a proficient in poli- 
tical and commercial knowledge as the Dean of Gloucetter.— he 


grand queflion regarding actual and virtual reprefentation in parlia- 
ment is particularly diicuiled, in order to fhew the jullice of what 








* Sce Review for September laft, p. 243. 
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has been urged, on this head, by the Americans: for whom the 
author is a warm and zealous advocate. ' : 
Art. 21. Journal of the Provincial Congre/s of South Carolina, 196, 
Publifhed by Order of the Congrefs. 8vo. zs. Charles-Towg 
printed, London re-printed, for Almon. 
Contains the proceedings of the abovementioned Provincial Con. 
grefs, from February i ft to the clofe of the f{eflion, 1776. 


PoLITICAL 
ArT. 22. Take your choice ! 





REPRESENTATION, ImposiTion, 
and and, 
RESPECT. | ConTEMPT,. 
ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS, Lone PARLIAMENTS, 
and and 
LIBERTY, SLAVERY. 





Mitto. ‘** Where annual election ends, flavery begins.” 


XX; Hift. Ef. on Brit. Conf, 
8vo. 1s. 6d. Almon. 1776. 


This zealous anti-minifterial politician reminds us of honeft Burgh, 
the author of Political Difquifttions*, whom he ftrongly refembles, 
and often quotes. He calls aloud for parliamentary reformation, and 
Offers a /cheme for effecting this great porpofe ; and this, he fays. isa 
matter foealily to be accomplithed, that the reader who has ever 
thought otherwife, will be furprifed that he could have overlooked 
what will now appear to him to be fo fimple, and fo obvious ;—but 
for particulars, we refer to his pamphlet. 

Some readers, adepts in political fcience, may treat this gentle- 
man as a vifionary; but, however that may be, we think that every 
rational and fover individual, who thus employs and communicates 
his thoughts, on fubje&ts of fuch vaft importance to his country, is 
worthy of attention.—Of the multitude of Ants which, on every ine 
terefting topic, are fo publicly difleminated by the affiitance of the 
prefs, fome may, at one feafon or other, {pring up and bear fruit, 
to the real emolument of the community.— We remember poor Jacob 
Henriques, whote projeéts and advertifements were a ftanding jett 
for many years, ard yet government thought it no diminution of its 
wifdom to adopt his fcheme of a guinea lottery, and had honoar and 
gratitude enough to reward him for his invention. 

Art. 23. Striciures on @ Sermen, intitled, ** The Principles of the 
Revolution vindicated,” preached before the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, on Wednefday May 2cth, 1776, by Richard Watfon, 
D.D.F.R.S. Regius Profeflor of Divinity inf that Univerfity. 
8vo. Od. White, &c. 

The free noticvns of government entertained by Dr. Watfon, could 
not be expected to pafs without academical animadverfion, when 
publithed ex catheara. He is now under the hands of a fhrewd exa- 
miner, who extends the doéior’s principles to extremes, that we 
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would charitably hope neither he, nor any other fenfible man ever 

‘ntended: a treatment which may be efteemed hardly fair—excepting, 

perhaps, in fuch controverfial fkirmifhes. 

Art. 24. Objfervations on the Scheme before Parliament for t'e 
Maintenance of the Poor, with occafional Remarks on the prefent 
Sytem, and a Plan propofed upon different Principles, In a Letter 
to Thomas Gilbert, Efq; Member for Litchfield. Svo. 6d. Chef- 
ter printed, and fold in London by Wallis and Co. 

Raifes fome objestions againft Mr. Gilbert’s Bill (as well as againt 
the prefent fyftem of the poor’s rates), which feem to be reafonable 
and important; and offers a new fcheme, on the principle of thofe 
affociations fo well known in this kingdom, by the name of Beneficial 
Clubs. This Aint, notwithitanding its fingular appearance at firit 
fight, deferves (as far as we, who nave not time to make fufficient en- 
quiry into its merits, can judge) the ferious conlideration of the pub- 
lic. The general outline only, of our author’s plan is here given, 
with an hope that the fcheme might prove beneficial, if digetted into 
aregular fyftem. ¢ A fingle parith, he adds, might try the experi- 
ment, but the fanétion of the legiflature is requifijg to authorize the 
attem pt.’ 

oer author appears to be well qualified for the inveftigation of this 
dificult fubject. His manner of writing convinces us, that he is a 
perfon of good fenfe, as well as learning; and his ftyle is fuch, as 
cannot fail of gaining him reputation as a writer. 

NATURAL HisTORyY. 

Art. 25. Charaéteres Generum Plantarum, quas in Itinere ad Infulas 
Maris Auftralis, collegerunt,  deferipferunt, delinearunt  annis 
1772—1775. Joannes Reinotpus Forster, LL D. et Geor- 
ciusForsrer. 4to. 11.78. Boards. Elmfly, &c. 1776. 

. Doétor Forfter and his fon have, in this elegant work, prefented 

the botanical world with the firft fruits of their late circumnavigation, 

confiting of feventy-five new genera of plants, {cientifically defcribed 
according to the Linnean method. The genuine botanitt, in whofe 
eye the ‘* hyffop of the wall,” is an object equally intereing with 
the ** cedar of Lebanon;”’ will, we doubt not, be highly gratified 
with this acceffion of treafure; but, farther than the addition it will 
make to his catalogue, we cannot think much advantage to fcience 
will accrue from the bare defcription and delineation of plants, the 
qualities of which are totally unknown, and which may probably 
fcarcely ever again come under the furvey of a naturaliit. .Perhaps 
too, the lover of botany for its own fake, will think he is made to 
pay rather too dear for the pleafure this work will afford him. As 
molt of the fubjeéts delineated are extremely minute, the vaft compa- 
fative fize of the plates, while it greatly enhances the price of the 
volume, gives an air of oftentation approaching to the ludicrous. The 
names which it was neceffary to invent for the new genera are, for 
the moft part, derived from the Greek, and ingenioufly contrived to 
exprefs fome diftinguifhing property of the plant. Several, however, 
are complimentary appellations, derived from the names of fome of 
the author’s botanical friends, or others, to whom he chofe to pay 
this token of refpect. ‘This practice is, we know, common among 
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botanifis, yet we cannot think it a judicious one. Befide that ig 
gives rife to many inharmonious aukwardly-compounded words, it jg 
alfo the occafion of many needlefs fynonima, fince few writers haye 
authority enouch to eflablith names which may be confidered as de. 
ciding the claims which diferent nations, or individuals, may have to 
reputation in the fame walk. Were a French naturalift to go over the 
fame ground our authors have tred, it is fearcely to be fuppofed, that 
his car or his vanity would fuficr him to acquieice in their Gallia, 
Siheflera, Shalgwia, and Skinnera. 

We have cnly farther toremark, that there is all the appearance 
of accuracy in the defeription anc delineations; and that the engrav. 
ings are neatly executed. Two of them, one the flower of the 
Parringtoiia, the other the Bread-fruit, are remarkably beau- 


tiful, 
MiscELLANEOUS, A. 
Art. 26. Remarks on British Antiguitics, vide 1. ‘The Origin and 

Ceremony of judicial Combats. 2, The Solemnities of ancient 

Writs. 3. The ancient and modern Ufe of Armorial Figures, 

4. The Form of Funeral Service. By William Borthwick, Efq. 

8vo. zs. 6d. Ldinburgh printed, and fold by Cadell in 

London. 

Thefe northern memoirs will be thought curious and valuable by 
the antiquary. ‘The firit and third eflays more particularly merit at- 
tention ; and the author has added, what is not mentioned in the 
title page, a remarkable account of the family expences, moftly in 
the article cloathing of James III. king of Scotland, 1474. 

Art. 27. The Life cf Robert Lord Clive, Baron Plafley, &c. By 


. 


Charles Caraccioli, Gent. Vols. II, I]. 1V. 8vo. 18. in Sheets, 

sell, in Bell Yard. 

To the fentiments excited by the appearance of the firft volume of 
this crude jumble *, itis only neceflary now to add, that the four 
volumes are filled with materials colle&ed from the late Reports, 
and memoirs, of Indian tranfaions, ill digefted, worfe conneéted, 
and fuitably printed. 

Art. 28. The Truth of the Chriftian Religion, a Poem, founded o 
a very,cclebrated Work of Hugo Grotius. By Charles L’Ofte, 
A.M. Rector of Langton in Lincolnfhire. 8vo. 5s. White, &c. 
We have not clafled this publication under the Article of Poetry, 

becaufe, fo far from coming under that denomination, it is hardly 


meafured rhyme. It is, indeed, a moft fupid disfiguration of a mok 


excellent work. 


Fer vti¢cat ; 
Art. 29. Lie Patrict’s Progref{s; a familiar Epiftle, humbly ine 
fcribed to John Wilkes, IXfq; 4to. 4&8. Wallis and Co. 
Some bold emulator of the great Sternhold here aflails Mr Wilkes, 

and ‘ ¢ells him his own,’ as the faying is, in ftrains that would make 
even Sternhold (could he hear them) burit with envy : 

‘ See him one moment from his feat driv’n out, 

The next an Alderman of Farr. Without ; 





* See Rev. vol. lit. p. 80. 
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Now to the Tower fent, and now by rabble 


. Reftor’d to his feat in Stephen’s Chapel.’ 

e ‘¢ Sternhold himfelf he out-Sternholded,” Swirt. 

t= Art. 30. Zhe General Fafts a Lyric Ode : With a Form of 
0 Prayer proper for the Occafion, and a Dedication to the King, 
e ato, is. Fielding and Co. 

it Ridicules the faft, and infults the government. 


, fs Art. 31. The Genius of Britain ta General Howe. An Ode. to. 


1s. Sewell, &c. 





€ It is not often that we meet with veries of this temporary, fugitive 
be clafs, fo worthy of an extract, as are molt of the ftanzas which cam- 
e pofe this little fpirited poem ;—which commences with a well ima- 
ie gined fketch of the portentous alpect of the awful night preceding 

our late victory at Long Ifland. Amidit the horrid folemnity of the 
# fcene, the Genius of Britain appears to General Howe while repo- 
d fing in his tent, and thus addreffes him: 
t Dauntlefs fon of freedom hail! 
. Charg’d with many a victim’s doom, 
Js May thy Godlike arm prevail, 
a Though its valour /oad the tomb. 

Several ftanzas are here employed in execrating the American re- 

y bels; after which, the former happy flate of the country is pathetie 
; cally contrafied with its fad reverfe of fortune, fince the commence- 


ment of the prefent troubles : 


L ‘ S rrow was a ftranger here ; 
. ¢ Diitant far! the Alourner’s voice ; 


4 ‘ Plenty rob’d the fmiling year ; 

* Rapture bid my fwains rejoice. 
f * Where her harp contentment firung, 
r ‘ Pity’s fighs are heard to flow: 
p ‘ Scenes that loud with rapture rung, 
’ ‘ Gloom, a wildernefs of woe. 


ee 


Chearful from the kindling eaft, 

* Ruth’d the gold-hair’d youth of day : 
, © Bleit the vale, the mountain bleit, 

: ‘ 'Triumph’d in the genial ray. 


Now each hill and vale forlorn, 

* Defolation’s haunt appears : 
Clouded, dim, the eye of morn 
* Wakes upon the wafte in tears, 


i a ne 
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Dumb the minftrels of the grove, 
‘ Mufic glads no more the dale : 
Sad, the breeze, that breath’d of Love, 
‘ Swells of death a hollow gale. 
Safety flept in ev'ry field, 
‘ Fear had aight’s pale empire fled ; 
. ‘ Now, with tyger-crouch conceal’d, 
* Danger lurks in ev’ry fhade.’ 
i Having 
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Having poured a volley of poetic thunder on the devoted head of 
Lord Chatham, the Genius turns with complacency to Lord North . 
— * whofe firm, high-kindling foul, : 
¢ Whillft the lorms of difcord rave, 
¢ Whilft the feas of fa€tion roll, 
¢ Dares to dafh th’infurgent wave. 


* Gods approve, though Demons blame—— 
‘ Though from earth no incenfe rife, 
¢ NoarTH enjoys a brighter fame ; 
‘ His the pzans of the fkies !’ 
The illuftrious apparition then takes leave of the hero, in the fol- 
lowing lines : 
‘ Warrior, take thy with’d repofe, 
‘ Gain from Sleep, his ftrengthning charm ; 
© E’er the morrow’s day fhall clofe, 
* Deeds of wonder claim thy arm.—— 


‘ Know, ah know, my love will weep, 

* Whilft thy fword with vengeance falls ; 
* Yet I’ll aid its glorious fweep, 

‘ When my injur’d country calls. 


‘ Though my eye with pity ftream ; 

‘ Though my heart with anguifh moan; 
* Fuftice, bid thy lightnings flame: 

* Virtue, let thy work be done,’ 


Art. 32. The Devil, a poetical Effay. 4to. 1s. 6d. Dodfley. 
1776. 
This Devil is announced to = eate a two-fold defcription. . 
Firft, he is Belzebub, a fine Gentleman: 
‘ Acharming youth, with curls and laces, 
Drett by the hands of Loves and Graces.’ 
Secondly, a fine Lady : 
* While Satan, worlt of deadly finners, 
Shines forth in petticoat and pinners.” 

The moral and fatirical improvement of this ftroke of fancy, is 
diffufed through twenty-eight pages of pretty.eafy, though fome- 
what obfcure verfes: evidently the produétion of no mean rhimefter. 
Art. 33. To the Memory of the late pious Mr. Thomas Wilton, 

8vo. ad. Buckland. 

Thefe pious effufions of virtuous friendfhip, are not proper ob- 
jects of critical regard ; we fhall, therefore, only obferve, with re- 
fpect to the prefent little elegiac poem, that we imagine the Author 
would have exprefled himfelf more to our fatisfa€tion had he recited 
the excellencies of Mr. Wilton’s character in plain profe. 

RELtiGious and CONTROVERSIAL, 


Art. 34. Concordia. Seu Sacre Cane Theoria Sacra. Audtore 


“a be Cow. P.bD.K.S. T.P. Londini. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Lilly. 1776. 


Written with a-view of reconciling the Lutherans and Calvinifts 
in their fentiments, concerning the Lord's Supper. The Author 
conceives, that this ordinance, as it was adminiltered by our Lord to 
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i les, and to which he appropriates the term /acra cana, dif- 
aoe grog its nature and defign, from that which is a perpetual 
inftitution in the Chriitian church ; and which he calls /acramentum 
cene. Uf we underftand him right, his idea of the former corre- 
fponds to, or at leait very much refembles, that of the Lutherans ; 
whilft he confiders the latter as a meer memorial, or monument of 
the event to which it immediately refers. By this diltinction, which 
he labours to juftify and fupport, he hopes to unite the contending 
parties of Chrittians ; his views are laudable, but we much doubt his 
{fuccefs. me . 

Art. 35. A Sketch of the Oeconomy of Divine Providence, with re» 
SpeE to Religion among Mankind, By W. Willeis, 8vo, 6d. 
Evans. 17766 es 
This fmall treatife affords an agreeable and edifying view of the 

difpenfations of heaven with refpect to the human race, particularly 
in regard to religion and falvation. ‘The worthy Author writes in a 
rational manner, unbiaffed by modes and forms of man’s device, but. 
firmly attached to the revelation given us in the Bible, and to what- 
ever appears to be /criptur'e truth, {lis very brief view of the cco- 
nomy of Divine Providence tends to excite the Reader to a diligent 
improvement of thofe advantages, which are enjoyed under the Chrif- 
tian difpenfation. He enters not into difpute, but in a little poft- 
fcript juft takes notice of the ‘ learned and ingenious Author of 
Sketches on Man ;? and {peaking of fome who oppofe Chriftianity he 
remarks that ‘ Thefe ingenious writers have their fyftem of divinity, 
and may be biaffed thereby, as well as other men; and their fyftem 
is aefiny, the fame, he adds, with that which the Affembly’s cate- 
chifm tormerly adopted, viz. that God ordained from all eternity 
whatfoever fhould come to pafs.’ Divines, we apprehend, will 
hardly agree to this account; and there certainly is a very great dif- 
ference between de/finy or fate (which Heathen writers feem to have 
talked of as fuperior even to the Gods themfelves) and the appointe 
ments of a BEING, INFINITE in wifdom and goodnefs, 

Art. 36. H KAINH AIAOHKH. The New Te/tament, collated 
with the moft approved Manufcripts ; with feleé&t Notes in Englifh, 
Critical and Explanatory; and References to thofe Authors who 
have beft illuftrated the Sacred Writings. To which are added a 
Catalogue of the principal Editions of the Greek Teftament, and 
a Lift of the moit efteemed Commentators and Critics. By E. 
Harwood, D.D. 12mo. 2 Vols. 7s. bound. Johnfon 
1770. 

Doctor H. informs us in his preface, that the principal authori- 
ties to which he. has had recourfe in preparing this new edition, 
are the Cambridge manufcript of the Four Cofpels and of the Aéts of 
the Apoitles, bequeathed by Beza to that univerfity, and the Clermont 
copy of St. Paui’s Epiftles, He prefers thefe, becaufe in his judg- 
ment they are fuperior both in age and accuracy to the Alexandrian 
manulcript preferved in the Britifh Mufcum: but in all cafes of va- 
nous readings, or where either of the former copies was mutilated 
and defective, he has confulted other manufcripts, and particularly 
the Alexandrian, And he folemnly profeffes, that he has not inferted 
8 fingle word in this — is not fupported by the beft ma- 


nu{cripts ; 
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nufcripts; and that he has not altered a fingle word, or the minuteg 
particie to ferve any caufe, or to fupport any favourite fyitem: how. 
ever, he has thought proper in fome paflages to difcard the com. 
monly received reading, and to fubititute another in the text, fup. 

orted, as he apprehends, by better authorities: and he refers the 
Reader for the reafons of fuch alteration to a third volume of his Jy. 
troduction to tlhe New Tefameat, {peedily to be publifhed: but furely 
fome notice fhould have been given in the margin of every variation 
of this kind. ‘The marginal notes are partly the Editor’s own, and 
partly a ieleétion from other writers, to whom the Reader is referred; 
and in many inttances they are a valuable addition tothe text. This 
edition is printed on a neat type, and feems to be carefully revifed, 

In the Editor’s annexed catalogue of approved commentators, 
harmonizers, &c. we are furprifed to find, that he has omiited Dep 
Doddridge. » 
Art. 37. A Second Differtation on Feretical Opinions ; fhewing 

the Nature of Herefy ; in what refpeét Errors in Religion may be 

innocent or finful; the Caufes from whence they generally pro. 
ceed; the Excufes often alledged by falfe Chriftians and avowed 

Unbelievers. Concluding with an Addrefs to the Young, or Stue 

dents in the Univerfity. By John Rawlins, M. A. Reétor of Leigh 

in Worcefterfhire, Miniter of Badiey and Wickamford, and 

Chaplain to the Right Honourable Loid Archer. 8vo. zs. Ox- 

ford, printed. Lendon, fold by Rivington. 1776, 

For an account of the firft differtation we muft refer our Readers to 
our Rev, vol. xlvii. p. 327. It 1s there remarked, that what this Writer’s 
notions of error and herefy are, and in what refpects he thought them 
innoccnt or finful, we could not exactly determine from that per- 
formance, but might expect fome farther light from his next publi- 
cation, We with to {peak with all poflible candour on the fubjea, 
but muft acknowledge that we cannot yet conclude with any certainty 
from this work what particular fentiments or opinions are to be 
efteemed erroneous or heretical. Here‘y is reprefented as fomewhat 
very dreadful, feveral caufes of it are afligned, fomé circumftances are 
mentioned, which may alleviate error, or render it nearly innocent, 
but whether it confifts in adeparture from the words of {cripture, or 
from the fenfe which a particular church, or fet of men have affixed 
to thofe words, we are left unable todetermine. ‘The fecond fection, 
indeed, profeffes to explain the nature of herefy, and tells us, that 
‘in its primary fignifcation, it is not a pradical, but a /peculative 
error,’ and afterwards we are informed, that ‘ itis not a fimple error 
of the underflanding only, but its malignity confifts in an obftinate 
and determined perverfenefs of the will.’ It is in this latter fenfe 
only, we fuppofe, that herefy can be confidered as implying any 
thing criminal ; yet we are ready to fear that our Author's enlarging 
fo much on the fubject, may lead fome perfons to pafs fuch a cenfure 
on many, who have the moit candid and ingenuous minds, but can- 
not agree to every thing which might even in a Proteftant church be 
given out as orthedox ; 

The tenth fection of this pamphlet is called ¢ a fketch of fome vain 
and incoherent opinions patronized by modern heretics and unde 


lievers.’ But though deretics are brought into the title of this “* 
the 
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the opinions cenfured are only thofe which are advanced by Deiftical 
writers, fuch as Chubb, Blount, Hume, &c. while room is lefe to 
bring this charge of herefy againft others who do believe the gofpel. 
The tuthor may explain himfelf more clearly in a third diflertation, 
which is yet to appear, and is to fhew that ‘ the fences which the 
church of Enoland has raifed againft the inroad of errors in religion, 
are formed with wifdom, and moderation.’ 

Mr. Rawlins difcovers good fenfe and learning.—His work tends 
to iafpire young Readers, to whom it is’ principally addreffed, with 
an awful fenfe of the canger of herefy ;—but before we advance any 
farther opinion of it, let us wait for his next publication. A great 
part of this and the former diflertation, appears to have been 

reached before the univerfity, in four difcourfes, ‘The two latt 
fetions in this work are immediately addreffed to the younger 
ftudents; and here much feafonable and judicious advice is admini- 
fered. Among other things, the fludy of ecclefiaftical hiftory is 
recommended; whichif they impartially and attentively purfue, they 
will probably be convinced, that the brand of herefy has been affix. 
ed by different parties on their opponents, each in their turn, and 
that no man who really feeks after truth, or who loves God and his 
word, can in acriminal fenfe, or in the fcripture fenfe, be a heretic, 
though he may not be able to agree to fume human, or eltablifhed 
explications of the facred writings. 


Art. 38. Divine Worfbip due to the whole Bleffed Trinity, the” ~ ° 


Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, as being one and the fame God: 
Proved from Scripture and Antiquity: As that Dodtrine is taught 
in the Articles, and the Prattice of it enjoined in the Lituray of 
the Church of England. Among which are interfperfed, Do&or 
Samuel Clarke’s Cenfures of Arians, Socinians, &c. with divers 
Citations from his Writings to fhew what Conceflions he made, 
and what near Advances to the true Catholic Faith. 8vo, 1:5. 
Rivington. 1776. 

This Author writes with mildnefs and good fenfe. The argu- 
ments he propofes, are {uch as have been repeatedly confidered, He 
frequently introduces Dr. Clarke, as affording fapport to that 
doctrine he wifhed to defend: from fome paflages we fhould almott 
think that this Writer and Dr. Clarke agreed in their fentiments on 
the fubjei. As when we read that ‘ Chrift is the Son of God—by 
an ineffable derivation,’ and again, there 1s, * we agree, a poftcrio- 
rity of order in the Son and Holy Spirit, with reference to their ema- 
nation and extrafion,’ and further,—‘ it will always be our dury 
principally, and in the firlt place, to make our fupplications and 
prayers, to offer up our praifes and thankfgivings, and to render all 
pofible honour and adoration to God the lather, as head and foun- 
tain of the Godhead.’ But there are other expreflions in the pam- 
phlet to which Dr. Clarke could not have affented. We may, however, 
obferve, that perfons, who are ferious and fincere, in what they fay 
On difputed points, often come much nearer to thofe who feem to 
difer from them, than they are ready to apprehend. Thofe who 
are efteemed mof orthodox, we fuppofe, would allow of the above 
expreflions, which, neverzhe!cfs, convey fome ideas of inferiority, 
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which in another view they would be hardly willing to admit, The 2 
appendix, recommending the practice of catechizing, chiefly confifts bi 
of extrafts from the writings of fome of our former bifhops. J 
Art. 39. The true Sonfhip of Chrifi invefiigated. And his Petfon, My. 
Dignity, and Offices explained and confirmed from the Sacred tc 
Scriptures. By aClergyman. izmo, zs. Dilly. 1776, { 
The great aim of this writer, we are told, is to thew, * that the b 
general, unanimous, and confiflent voice of Revelation, declares fi 
our Saviour to be Son of God, as he is God-man, begotten of the tl 
Father, by the unition of the Divine Word with human nature in hig I 
incarnation.’ The greateft part of the volume, it is alfo faid, has / 
been delivered to a numerous congregation, who were univerfally 
fatisfied—that the explication given of this matter is the {cripturaf ! 


and juft one. Seme of the moft judicious and learned of his brethren, 
the Author farther adds, to whom his work has been fubmitted, have 
urged the publication of it, as what might be of real fervice to the 
interefts of Chriflianity. Perhaps it may be fo; and lovers of truth 
and goodnefs will with fuccefs to whatever rea//y contributes to fo va- 
luable an end. But we do not fee the great tendency of this per. 
formance to fuch a purpofe. The incarnation of Jefus the Saviour is 
furely hidden and myflerious. How fruitlefs then muft be our in- 
quiries about it! Indeed it has appeared to us, that fome expreflions 
and reafonings, which have been ufed on thefe fubjeéts, are little 
fhort of prophane. And when we reflect on the malignant fpirit, 
the hatred and perfecutions which have been excited in the Chriftian 
world by words and phrafes relating to them; we are concerned to 
fee any thing which may feem to have a remote tendency of this 
kind. For undoubtedly thefe malicious difpofitions are more repug- 
nant to the truth and {pirit of Chriftianity, than any failure in the 
ufe of fcholaftic phrafes and metaphyfical niceties and diftin@tions 
can poflibly be. But we do not mean to infinuate, that this book is 

written in an uncharitable flrain ; its language is temperate and mild, 

and the principles it inculcates feem to arife from the conviction of 

the Author’s own mind, 

Art. 40. The Child’s Dire@ory; or Eafy Leffons, in four Parts; 
defigned for the Inftruction and Improvement of Children and 
Youth. Part I. A Colle&ion of Scripture Sentences. Part II. 
Fhe Ten Commandments explained, Part III]. Againft Sloth 
and Idlenefs; on Compaflion and Cruelty; a fummary View of 
the Things that are Lovely. Part 1V. Hymns and Forms of 
Prayer. ‘To which is prefixed, an Addrefs to Children on good 
Behaviour. By James Walder. t2mo. 6d. Buckland, &c. 
To compofe a book for the inftruction of children, in the duties 

of religion or morality, is perhaps, one of the moft difficult kinds of 

writing. We have multitudes of little traéts intended for this pur- 
pofe, but few of them are properly adapted to the conceptions of 
the very young people for whom they are profefledly calculated. 

When Paul ‘ wasa child, he /pake as a child, he under/fced as a child;’ 

but Paul, ‘ become a man, put away childifh things,’ and, probably 

orgot them too: fo that Paul himfelf would, perhaps, have found 


it difficult to reduce his notions of moral and religious —S 
eve 
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fevel with the underftandings of mafter and mifs; who (it muft be 

e knowledged) were never more fuccefsfully tutored than they have 

3 been of late, under the care of ‘* their old friend, [the late] Mr. 
John Newbery, of St, Paul’s church yard.” 

My. The prefent little work is intended for children who have learned 

to read, and are fuppofed capable of comprehending the good lef- 

fons here collected, from the Scriptures, for their inttruction. The 
brief commentary on the commandments, may, efpecially, be ufe- 
fal to thofe who are too young to enter fully into the peculiar na- 

. ture and defign of feveral of the precepts delivered by the Jewith 

| legiflator. 

Art. 41. 4 Reply to Parmenas. By the Author of a Letter to 

a Baptift Minifter. 8vo. 6d. Shrewfbury printed. 

Art. 42. More Work for the Vicar of St. Alkmond’s, Author of 
«© A Letter to a Baptiit Minifter.” A Letter to ******, occa- 
fioned by ‘“* A Reply to Parmenas.” Svo. 6d. Shrewlbury 
printed. Sold in London by Otridge, &c. 

The above pamphlets relate to a controverfy which has lately rifen 
on the fubject of baptifm ; fome account of which is given in the 
Review for September laft; where the three principal publications 
in this debate are mentioned with remarks; for which reafon we 
think it fufficient, as to thefe two tracts, to give only their titles. 

Art. 43. The Harmony of the Truth; an abfolute Confutation of 
all Infidelity, addreffed to Mr. L———y, on the Publication of the 
Sequel to the Apology : Being chiefly a Comment on, or II luftrae 
tion of, the Author’s Reply to the Author of the Remarks on a 
fcriptural Confutation of the Apology, &c. 8vo. 1s. Law, 
This performance is compounded of bigotry and abfurdity, with 

{carcely any other ingredient, except it be a little vanity. Were we 

to fay that the Writer appears to be abfolutely ‘a/ane, with relation 

to the fubject he treats upon, he would probably be much offended 
with us; and yet itis the only judgment which fober and candid 

criticifm can pronounce. K 

a 


H. SERMON S&. 
I, Preached at the Vifitation held at Church-Stretton, Shrophhire, 
May 18, 1776. By John Mainwaring, D.D. Reor of Church- 
Stretton, and Fellow of St. John’s, Cambridge. 4to, 15, 


Woodyer, Cambridge; Beecroft, &c. London. 


II. The Duty and Advantage of Integrity in private and public Life, 
frated—Sept. 28, 1776. (Being the Day of eie&ting a chief Magi- 
ftrate for the City of London.) Before the Right Hon. John Saw- 
bridge, Lord-Mayor, the Aldermen and Livery of London. By 
the Rev. Wanley Sawbridge, A. M. Chaplain to his Lordfhip. 
gto. 1s. Dilly. 


III, American Refiftance indefenfible—On the late F afl-Day, Dec. 13, 
_ Bya Country Curate. 4to. 6d. Gardner. 

Contains a brief, but clear and confiftent ftate of our prefent une 
happy confli& in America; with ftrong deduétions in favour of the 
meafures of government. 








CO R- 








( 488 ) 
CORRESPONDENCE 


HE flrictures of an ingenious Correfpondent, upon Mr, Bryant, 
fo far as they relate to Philo Judwus and Clemens Alexandri. 
nus, are not juft. Mr. Bryant hath produced the paflageserom thofe 
authors at the bottom of the page, and his references are exad 
We have examined the originals ; and if our Correfpondent had oe 
opportunity of doing the fame, he would find the affertion of Philo 
Judeus in the fecond volume of his works, p. 84, Mangey’s edi. 
tion; and shat of Clemens Alexandrinus in Potter’s edition, 
4i3. Neverthelefs, as Mr. Pryant maintains that Hellenifmus and 
Hellenes are very ancient terms, and that the name of Hellenes was 
given to an order of Amonian priecits in Egypt; may it not be atked, 
whether Philo and Clemens might not mean thofe priefts, and not 
the Grecians properly fo called, when they fay that Mofes was jy. 
ilruéted by the Hellenes? In that cafe, neither Philo nor Clemens 
will have fallen into fo great a miflake as Mr. Bryant has reprefented, 
unlefs they fhould be convicted of this miftake from other circum. 


flances. K 
: 


+44 The Governor of the Hospitals for the Small-pox and Inoculaticn, 
who has favoured us with a letrer on the fubje&t of our account of 
Baron Dimfdale’s Thoughts on Iucculation [in our Review for Novem- 
ber, page 394] mutt have greatly miftaken our intentions, if he ] 
thinks that we had any defign, in that article, of difcouraging the 
charitable and ufeful inftitution, at Pancras, in behalf of which he 
has addreffed us. 

We only wilhed to fecond the views of Baron Dimfdale, by briefly f 
ftating the inconveniences and dangers which might probably attend 
the profecution of a certain plan, to which the Baron alludes, formed 
for eitablifhing a Di/penfary tor inoculating the poor of London, ag 
abeir own boufes: as the execution of fuch a fcheme appeared to us 
to have a manifeft tendency to fpread the xatural difeaje' amongt 
great numbers of perfons who might otherwife have efcaped it, We 
go not imagine the hofpitals at Pancras, and Cold-bath-fieldsy are fo 
conducted as to furnifh room for any apprehenfions of this kind. 
On the contrary, we have reafon to believe, as well from the papers 
which our Correfpondent has communicated to us, as from Baron 
Dimfdale’s obfervations on thefe inftirutions, that they have been 
highly benefitial to numerous iaaividzals, without producing any, in- 
jury to the community at large. = pee 

Froni.a flate of the Hofpital fent us by our Correfpondent, it 
appears that 13,343 patients afficted with the zataral {mall-pox 
have been received into the houfe, from the commencement of 
this eftablifhment in September 1746, to March 17763. and that 
14,843 perfons have been inoculated in this Hofpital during the'pe- 
riod included between the years 1752 and 1776. Sts B. 


Brratum, in the Review for April, p. 323, 1. 37, ludicrous is mil- 
printed, for judicious. ‘This is materially injurious to M. Condil- 
lac’s Obfervations on Hiftory ; and we afk pardon of the ingenious 
Academician : who, we believe, never thought of making merry With ( 
that {ubject, po 
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